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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1904. 


T  herewith  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Eighth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  County 
Council  of  Northamptonshire,  including  a  Summary  of  the 
Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the 
several  Districts  within  the  Administrative  County. 

In  accordance  with  the  plan  adopted  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  the  arrangement  of  this  report  is  on  the  same 
lines  as  in  previous  ones,  so  that  their  value  for  purposes 
of  reference  may  not  be  lost. 

There  were  10  Inquiries  held  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  during  the  year  1904  relative  to 
public  health  matters  in  the  Administrative  County.  Half 
of  the  number  were  in  connection  with  schemes  for  sewage 
disposal  to  prevent  river  pollution,  four  in  regard  to  matters 
of  Avater  supply,  and  one  in  respect  of  a  Joint  Hospital 
District. 


Date. 

Sanitary  District. 

Subject. 

Amount 
of  Loan. 

Result. 

Jail.  1st 

Daveiitry  Rural 

Water  Supply  at  Badby 

■  £1,000 

Referred  back  :  new 
scheme  in  prepar- 

ation 

Mar.  10  th 

Wellingborough  Rural . . 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

£1,000 

Sanctioned 

at  Isham 

Sanctioned 

A  pi.  19th 

„  Urban 

A  d  ditional  for  W ater  Supply  . . 

£280 

„  26th 

„  Rural . . 

Additional  for  Water  Supply  at 

£250 

Part  sanctioned 

W  ilby 

Sanctioned 

,,  27tli 

Brixworth  Rural 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

£600 

M  ay  26th 

Kettering  Rural 

at  Church  Brampton 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

£2,500 

Referred  back 

at  Broughton 

Sanctioned 

J  uly  5th 

Desborough  Urban 

Sewerage 

£400 

„  29th 

Kettering  Rural 

Water  Supply  at  Stanion 

£800 

Referred  back 

Oct.  6th 

Wellingborough  Rural . . 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

£1,150 

Referred  back 

at  Wears  Ashby 

Awaiting  issue 

Crick  Rural . . 

Provisional  Order  for  Rugby 

Joint  Hospital  District 

6 


The  number  of  Local  Government  Board  Inquiries  for 
the  year  1904  does  not  compare  nnfavonrably  with  the  num¬ 
bers  of  like  inquiries  during  the  preceding  six  years,  which 
were  as  follows  : — 7  in  1898,  8  in  1899,  15  in  1900,  12  in 
1901,  19  in  1902,  and  12  in  1903.  I  am  glad,  however,  to  be 
able  to  say  that  these  Inquiries,  important  as  thej'  are  in 
themselves,  are  becoming  less  of  an  indication  of  sanitary 
activity  than  they  formerly  were,  owing  to  the  growing  dis¬ 
position  in  rural  parishes  to  endeavour  to  meet  public  health 
requirements  out  of  current  rate  rather  than  by  loan.  This 
is  a  disposition  which  I  have  striven  to  foster  in  the  rural 
parts  of  the  county,  especially  where  the  population  is 
stationary  or  slowly  declining,  and  from  which  it  may  l^e 
hoped  that  good  results  will  ensue.  Two  of  the  best  examples 
of  such  enterprise  are  to  be  found  in  the  Thrapston  Rural 
District,  namely,  the  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 
of  Islip  and  the  Water  Supply  of  Woodford,  both  of  which 
appear  to  be  of  satisfactory  character  and  workmanship.  I 
hope  that  these  examples  will  be  more  frequently  copied  in 
the  future,  for  the  fear  of  a  parish  being  burdened  with  a 
heavy  loan  is  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  sanitary  improve¬ 
ments  in  many  rural  districts. 

Rather  more  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year 
1904  in  the  work  of  preventing  River  and  Stream 
pollution  in  the  County  than  was  the  case  in  the  year 
preceding  ;  l)ut  some  notable  instances  of  serious  pollution 
require  to  be  abated  without  further  delay.  In  addition  to 
many  other  inspections,  I  made  special  visitations  to  each  of 
the  29  parishes  in  the  KETTERING  RURAL  DISTRICT  in 
respect  of  their  means  of  sewage  disposal.  In  5  of  these 
parishes  there  was  no  pollution  of  streams  by  sewage,  nor 
any  need  of  a  special  scheme  for  sewage  disposal  ;  in  8, 
complete,  or  nearly  complete,  works  had  been,  or  were  being, 
executed  out  of  current  rate  for  the  prevention  of  sewage 
pollution  ;  in  2,  works  of  the  same  nature  were  being 
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executed,  or  prepared  for  execution,  by  means  of  loans ;  in  1, 
the  work  was  being  done  by  the  Ivettering  Urban  Council  to 
protect  a  feeder  of  their  new  reservoir  ;  and  work  remained 
to  be  done  in  13  parishes.  While  in  three  or  four  of 
these  defaulting  parishes  it  is  apparent  that  engineering  ditfi- 
culties  will  have  to  be  overcome  to  prevent  pollution  of  the 
streams  running  through  them,  I  do  not  think  that  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  remainder  are  such  as  to  necessitate  theii 
incurring  burdensome  expense  to  comply  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Acts.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
further  progress  will  be  made  in  this  district  during  the 
current  year.  A  tank  has  been  put  in  at  Badby  in  the 
Daventry  Rural  District  to  prevent  sewage  pollution. 
The  effectiveness  of  this  tank  remains  to  be  seen,  but  I  think 
it  problematical,  and  the  tank  does  not  deal  with  the  whole 
of  the  sewage  of  the  village.  At  other  villages  in  this 
District  necessary  work  has  not  yet  been  put  in  hand,  notably 
at  Rewnhain,  Flore,  and  Weedon.  It  is  imperative  that 
works  should  be  put  in  hand  for  the  last  named  place  without 
any  further  delay.  At  Daventry  BOROUGH  good  work  is 
being  done  to  improve  the  sewage  disposal  works  there.  The 
Brafield  Sewage  farm  in  the  Hardingstone  Rural  DIS¬ 
TRICT  gives  satisfaction,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  that  extended 
means  of  treatment  of  the  foul  washings  from  the  fell- 
mongering  business  at  Rush  Mills  have  been  instituted.  The 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Cogenhoe  have  progressed,  and  the 
worst  effluent  from  that  village  is  being  dealt  with  by  means  of 
settling-tanks  and  a  filter-bed.  The  new  septic  tank  at 
Bugbrooke  in  the  NORTHAMPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  appears 
to  be  working  satisfactorily,  though  it  will  rec[uire  to  be 
watched  to  see  that  it  fulfils  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
designed,  and  orders  were  given  for  the  better  distribution  of 
the  Sewage  over  land  at  Duston.  In  the  OXENDON  RURAL 
District  it  was  determined  to  endeavour  to  deal  with  the 
sewage  from  the  village  of  Welford,  and  a  scheme  was 
adopted  for  the  purpose  by  means  of  settling-tanks.  On 
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inspection,  I  was  satisfied  that  the  scheme  was  insufficient, 
but  tliat  by  doubling  the  capacity  of  the  tanks  and  dupli¬ 
cating  them  there  was  a  fair  prospect  of  a  successful  scheme. 
The  District  Council  agreed  to  adopt  the  larger  suggestion. 

A  scheme  for  dealing  with  the  Sewage  effluents  at  Woodford 
in  the  Thrapston  Rural  District  is  under  consideration, 
as  is  also  one  at  Denford.  In  the  WELLINGBOROUGH  RURAL 
District  the  sewage  disposal  works  for  Irchester  have  been 
completed,  and  the  scheme  for  Isham  has  been  approved  after  * 
Inquiry  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  effluent  from 
Great  Doddington  was  found  unsatisfactorj^  during  the  year, 
as  was  also  the  management  of  the  sewage  farm  at  Earls 
Barton  ;  the  latter  has  been  greatly  improved,  and  the  former 
is  being  dealt  with.  The  question  of  sewage  disposal  at 
Wilby  has  been  necessarily  temporarily  delayed  by  the 
refusal  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  sanction  a  loan  for 
the  purpose,  until  they  are  satisfied  that  no  further  loans  will 
be  required  to  complete  the  scheme  of  public  water  supply 
at  that  place.  The  latter  scheme  is  now  well  in  hand.  The 
position  of  Hears  Ashby  with  regard  to  River  Pollution 
remains  the  same,  except  that  the  Parish  Council  having 
been  entrusted  by  the  District  Council  with  the  consideration 
of  schemes  for  dealing  with  the  sewage  outfalls,  a  further  set¬ 
back  has  resulted  from  the  recent  failure  to  obtain  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  a  scheme  of 
sewage  disposal  which  had,  in  my  opinion,  only  a  shadowy 
chance  of  being  approved.  This  matter  has  noAV  been  in 
hand  since  the  middle  of  the  year  1001,  and  it  appears  to 
me  to  be  quite  time  that  it  was  ended. 

The  time  seems  to  me  opportune  for  calling  attention 
once  again  to  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 

Veterinary  Inspection  of  Dairy  Cattle  and 
Cowsheds.  I  cannot  give  a  better  local  illustration  of 
the  importance  of  this  subject  than  by  referring  to  the  report 
of  the  Veterinary  Inspector  appointed  for  this  purpose  by  the 
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Joint  CoiiiniittGO  of  tliG  XJrbftn  ciiid  District  Couiicils  of 

Kettering  and  the  Urban  District  Councils  of  Desborough 
and  Rothwell,  in  the  section  of  this  report  relating  to  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  p.  Ill).  His  report  for  the 

year  1904  is  of  striking  interest  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
importance  of  the  skilled  examination  of  the  udders  of  dairy 
cattle,  although  the  diagnosis  of  abnormal  udders  does  not  by 
any  means  define  the  limitations  of  the  sources  of  tuberculous 
milk  ;  but  the  further  fact  of  differential  diagnosis  of  ab¬ 
normal  udders  into  classes,  indicating  that  they  are  calculated 
either  to  render  the  milk  harmful  or  would  probably  have  no  ill 
effect  on  the  milk,  is  of  even  greater  importance  to  the  milk- 
producers  in  an  agricultural  county  such  as  this  is  to  so  great 
an  extent.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  dairy  cows,  as  a 
rule,  are  kept  more  in  houses  than  is  the  case  with  cattle 
meant  for  slaughter,  and  that  their  healthiness  and  freedom 
from  tuberculous  disease  depends  as  much,  as  in  the  case  of 
man,  on  their  housing  being  well-ventilated,  well-lighted, 
well-drained,  and  cleanly.  The  diagnosis  of  their  diseases 
ought  not  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  whose 
visits  can  only  be  occasional,  especially  if  they  combine  the 
duties  of  District  Surveyor  with  those  of  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  and,  in  the  words  of  the  Royal  Commissioners  on 
Tuberculosis’  “  unfortunately,  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  can 
rarely  l)e  differentiated  from  other  forms  of  udder  disease 
“  by  the  ordinary  stock  owner  or  dairyman.” 

In  these  circumstances,  I  Avould  urge  that  efforts  should 
l)e  made  to  obtain  a  more  generally  systematic  inspection  of 
the  cows  in  dairies  and  cowsheds  throughout  the  county.  It 
may  eventually  come  to  be  considered  best  that  such  system¬ 
atised  procedure  should  lie  with  the  County  Council,  and  no 
other  course  would  appear  to  be  possible  if  no  further  action  is 
taken  in  this  matter,  than  as  at  present,  by  the  Local  District 
Councils  ;  but  it  is  undoubtedly  possible  for  the  best  results 
to  be  achieved  by  the  combination  of  local  authorities  foi  the 
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purpose,  on  the  plan  of  the  Kettering  and  neighbouring  Dis¬ 
tricts,  and  I  earnestly  trust  that  early  steps  may  be  taken  to 
ensure  them. 

I  do  not  think  that  in  the  present  state  of  public  opinion, 
which  has  steadily  grown  during  recent  years  in  the  desire  to 
obtain  an  uncontaminated  milk  supply,  whether  in  town  or 
country,  the  case  is  in  any  way  overstated  as  to  the  importance 
attaching  to  the  Veterinary  Inspection  of  Dairy  Cattle  and 
Cowsheds  ;  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  a  time  will  come  when 
it  can  no  longer  be  evaded,  in  consecjuence — as  much  for  the 
sake  of  the  stock  owner  as  in  the  interest  of  the  public — of 
a  compulsory  notification  of  all  udder  diseases  to  the  local 
authority.  The  purpose  of  systematised  inspection  would 
rightly  be  to  lessen  the  risks  of  the  development  of  disease 
in  dairy  cattle,  not  merely  to  diagnose  the  disease  when  it 
occurs  ;  but  even  now,  in  the  absence  of  compulsory  notifi¬ 
cation,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  much  Avithin  the  dutiee  of  a  local 
authority  to  encourage  the  Amluntary  notification  by  stock 
owners  and  to  satisfy  itself  as  to  the  nature  of  the  malady. 


Very  great  progress  Avas  made  during  the  year  in  pre¬ 
paring  for  the  satifactory  Supervision  of  IViidwives 
in  the  county.  On  and  after  April  1st,  1905,  no  Avoman  may 
take  or  use  the  name  or  title  of  “  MidAvife”  Avho  has  not  l)een 
certihed  as  such  under  the  MidAvives  Act,  1902.  I,  therefore, 
made  it  my  endeaA^our  to  ensure  that  every  Avoman  in  this 
county  Avho  had  been  in  the  habit  of  acting  as  a  MidAvife 
should,  at  least,  not  be  taken  unaAvares  by  the  operations  of 
the  Act,  or  be  able  later  to  plead  ignorance  of  its  provisions. 
The  Avisdom  of  this  course  Avas  shoAvn  in  many  instances, 
for  eA'en  some  trained  District  Nurses  seemed  to  l)e  unaAvare 
that,  if  they  practised  also  occasionally  as  MidAvives,  they  had 
need  to  be  certified  under  the  Act.  It  Avill  be  readily  under¬ 
stood,  therefore,  that  in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  inidAviA^es, 
Avhose  practice  had  hitherto  been  based  on  traditional  rather 
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than  on  scientihc  training,  the  complicated  provisions  of  the 
Act  and  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  framed 
thereon,  would  not  be  readily  grasped  or  appreciated  without 
some  pains  being  taken  to  make  the  same  plain  to  them. 

The  County  Council,  by  resolution  on  14th  January, 
1904,  decided  that  1  should  be  assisted,  as  Executive  Officer 
of  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  under  the  Act,  by  an 
Inspector  of  Midwives,  whose  qualifications  should  be  those 
of  a  fully-trained  nurse,  that  is,  certified  as  such  after  three 
years  training  in  the  same  hospital,  and  a  Certified  Midwife, 
or  with  qualifications  for  her  immediate  enrollment  by  the 
Central  Midwives  Board.  From  among  a  large  number  of 
candidates.  Miss  E.  Kingham  was  selected.  Her  appointment 
was,  I  believe,  the  first  of  the  kind  in  the  country,  but  a  good 
many  similar  appointments  have  since  been  made  in  other 
counties.  I  am  fully  satisfied  wnth  the  results  of  her  Avork, 
which  has  been  on  the  lines  of  the  following  instructions  : — 

1.  To  inspect  the  case-book  of  each  midAvife  to  see  if  it  is 

properly  entered  up. 

2.  To  inspect  bag  of  appliances  of  rnidAvife  as  to — 

{ci)  Antiseptic  washes, 

ifi)  Antiseptic  lubricants,  and 

(c)  Cleanliness  or  otherwise  of  instruments. 

o.  To  report  as  to  personal  cleanliness  of  midwife. 

4.  To  report  as  to  cleanliness  and  sanitary  condition  of  mid- 
Avife's  place  of  residence. 

n.  To  see  that  midwife  has  suitable  Avashable  dresses  for  use 
only  in  her  practice. 

(b  To  exercise  an  educational  influence  on  such  of  the  mid- 
Avives  as  are  in  need  of  improvement. 
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7.  To  carry  out  such  routine  correspondence  in  connection 

with  the  general  supervision  of  midwives  as  the 
county  medical  officer  of  health  may  direct. 

8.  To  report  on  any  case  of  malpractice,  negligence,  or  mis¬ 

conduct  on  the  part  of  any  midwife  as  the  county 
medical  officer  of  health  may  direct  or  she  herself 
may  become  aware  of. 

The  supervision  of  midwives,  as  1  have  already  pointed 
out  in  previous  reports,  cannot  be  satisfactorily  performed  by 
perfunctory  visits  ;  moreover,  however  much  the  practice  of 
midwives  requires  watching  in  the  interests  of  their  patients,, 
their  own  supervision  ought  to  have  the  effect  of  being 
helpful  to  themselves,  instead  of  obstructive,  especially  in 
the  poor  districts  of  towns  and  the  more  rural  parts  of 
counties.  A  fully-trained  nurse  and  midwife — particularly 
one  who,  like  Miss  Kingham,  has  had  good  exi^erience  in 
district  nursing  and  district  midwifery — is  probably  the  l^est 
fitted  and  most  acceptable  person  for  the  general  performance 
of  such  duties,  provided  she  has  skilled  medical  opinion  to 
refer  to  for  advice  and  special  visitations. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report,  I  described  the  means  which 
were  taken  to  ascertain  the  number  of  women  in  the  county 
who  were  liable  to  be  affected  by  the  Act.  The  number  then 
known  was  378  ;  it  was  subsequently  increased  to  403 
through  personal  inquiries  by  the  Inspector.  Since  her 
appointment  she  has  interviewed  each  of  these  women,  and 
visited  many  of  them  several  times.  The  result  has  been  a 
very  considerable  weeding-out  of  inefficients.  Above  one 
half  decided  to  relinquish  their  practice  as  midwives  on 
account  of  old  age,  impaired  health,  and  illiterateness;  others 
decided  not  to  incur  the  responsibilities  of  certified  midwives, 
though  not  suffering  from  such  disabilities.  By  March  31st, 
1005,  there  Avere  130)  Avomen  certified  as  inidAAUA^es,  or  aaOio 
had  applied  to  the  Central  MidAvives  Board  to  be  so  certified. 
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It  must,  liowevor,  1)6  clearly  understood  tliat  this  reduction 
in  the  number  of  midwives  in  the  county  does  not  necessarily 
mean  that  a  serious  want  of  such  women  has  been  created  or 
is  likely  to  entail  immediate  hardship  on  those  who  are 
accustomed  to  seek  their  services.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the 
areas  of  the  county  where  a  demand  may  possibly  be  looked 
for  are  very  few.  The  practice  of  many  of  the  retired 
w^onien  was  very  small  and  uncertain,  and  not  a  few  of  these 
women  were  glad  of  an  excuse  for  retirement.  The  distribu¬ 
tion  of  those  who  remain  and  are  certified  as  midwives  is 
very  fair,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  vast  majority  are 
much  better  suited  for  practising  than  those  who  have  given 
up. 

Of  the  total  number  of  certified  midwives  in  the  county, 
are  District  Nurses,  maintained  by  some  one  or  other  of 
different  Nursing  Associations  which  have  been  formed,  and 
it  is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  general  supervision  of  all  the 
certified  midwives  should  be  quite  distinct  from  any  that 
could  be  given  by  any  Institution  over  Avhich  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority  has  no  control.  It  is  open  to  any 
woman  hereafter  to  undergo  training  and  become  a  certified 
midwife  by  examination,  and  to  settle  wherever  she  chooses, 
and  to  practise,  without  obtaining  leave  from  anyone,  pro¬ 
vided  that  she  notifies  her  intention  to  practise  to  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority,  and  the  supervision  under  which  she 
then  would  come  should  be  clear  of  any  local  consideration. 
It  is  too  early  yet  to  say  whether  the  future  demand  for  mid¬ 
wives,  other  than  District  Nurses  supplied  by  Nursing 
Associations,  will  be  met  without  assistance  in  purely  rural 
localities,  but  I  feel  pi'etty  sure  that  independent  midwives 
will  always  be  found  in  sufficient  numbers  in  most  of  the 
urban  districts.  With  the  amount  of  preparation  which  has 
gone  on  during  the  past  year,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  work  of 
supervision  in  the  future  should  proceed  smoothly  and  satis¬ 
factorily. 
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Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

There  was  no  difference  in  regard  to  the  number  of 
reports  which  were  printed  for  the  year  1904  as  compared 
with  1903.  The  convenience  and  utility  of  having  the 
reports  printed  have  been  repeatedly  pointed  out  by  me, 
and  that  they  should  be  so  is  strongly  recommended  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  ;  but  five  of  the  local  District 
Councils  have  not  seen  fit  to  take  these  views  in  the  matter. 
The  reports,  in  many  instances,  have  given  fuller  details  than 
has  usually  been  the  case  in  relation  to  matters  of  special 
interest,  both  in  regard  to  disease  prevalence  and  to  methods 
of  administration.  It  will  also  be  noticed  that  the  reports 
have  been  sent  in  very  fairly  up  to  date,  though  not  quite  so 
manv  were  received  during  the  month  of  Januarv  as  was  the 
case  for  the  reports  of  the  year  1903. 


The  following  table  shows  the  dates  on,  and  the  form  in^ 
which  the  respective  xLnnual  Reports  were  received  by  me  : — 


NxlME  OF  DISTRICT. 

DATE 

OF  RECEIPT. 

FORM. 

Daventry  Rural 

January  l()th. 

1905  ... 

Typed. 

Hardingstone  Rural 

5‘> 

19th 

11  •  •  • 

Printed. 

Brackley  Borough 

20th 

11  • '  • 

Typed. 

Northampton  Rural 

24th 

11  •  •  • 

Printed. 

Finedon  Urban 

February  1st 

11  •  •  • 

Kettering  Urban 

11 

11  •  •  • 

11 

Thrapston  Rural 

4th 

11  •  •  • 

11 

Brackley  Rural 

(Sth 

11  •  •  • 

x4,uto-typed 

Kettering  Rural 

11 

11  •  •  • 

Printed. 

Oxendon  Rural 

9th 

11  •  •  • 

11 

Irthli]igl)orough  Urban  ... 

^  1 

11th 

11  •  •  • 

11 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural... 

11 

11  •  •  • 

Typed. 

Raunds  Urban 

11 

14th 

11  •  •  • 

Printed. 

Potterspury  Rural 

•ii 

11  •  •  • 

Oundle  Rural 

17  th 

11  ♦  •  • 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough  . . 

11 

21st 

11  •  •  • 
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NAME  OF  DISTRICT. 

DATE 

OF  RECEIPT. 

FORM. 

Daveiitry  Borough 

...February; 

22nd,  1905  ... 

Printed. 

Rushden  Urban 

«  »  • 

?? 

11  •  •  • 

11 

Wellingborough  Urban 

5? 

11  •  •  • 

Typed : 
Printed  latei 

Towcester  Rural 

... 

11  •  •  • 

Printed. 

Wellingborough  Rural 

... 

11 

, ,  ... 

11 

Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural 

...  March 

1st 

11  ' 

MS. 

Desborough  Urban 

...  ,, 

8th 

11  •  •  • 

Printed. 

Rothwell  Urban 

...  ,, 

10  th 

11  •  •  • 

BrixAVorth  Rural 

...  55 

11 

11  •  •  • 

MS.,  Printed 
later. 

Gretton  Rural 

...  ,, 

17th 

11  •  •  • 

Printed. 

Oundle  Urban 

...  ,, 

22nd 

11  •  •  • 

Crick  Rural 

...  ,, 

25th 

11  •  •  • 

ill  the  boiind- 


Area  and  Population. 

Although  there  have  been  no  alterations 
aries  of  any  of  the  Districts  in  the  Administrative  Comity 
during  the  year  1904,  so  far  as  I  know,  it  will  probalily  be 
found  nsefnl  for  reference  purposes  that  the  particulars  as  to 
areas  should  be  inserted  here.  There  are,  therefore,  as  stated 
in  my  last  Annual  Report,  twenty-eight  Districts,  of  which  12 
are  Urban  and  16  are  Rural,  in  the  County.  The  Urban 
Districts  have  a  total  area  of  40,032  acres,  and  the  Rural 
Districts  have  541,647  acres,  making  together  a  total  of 
581,679  acres  for  the  Administrative  County. 


Area  in  Acres  of  Urban  Districts. 


No.  of 

Name  of  District. 

Acres. 

Borough  of  Brackley 

3,489 

,,  ,,  DaA^entry 

3,633 

„  „  Higham 

Ferrers 

4,945 

Desborough 

2,400 

Finedon 

3,661 

Irthlingborough 

3,722 

Name  of  District. 

.Vo.  of 
Acres. 

•Kettering 

...  2,814 

Oundle 

...  2,228 

Raunds 

...  4,460 

Rothwell 

...  3,638 

Rushden 

...  3,777 

Wellingborough 

...  4,265 
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Area  in 

Acres  of 

Rural  Districts. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Name  of  District. 

Acres. 

Name  of  District. 

Acres. 

Brackley 

42,440 

Middleton  Cheney 

13,888. 

Brixworth 

63,647 

Northampton 

16,228 

Crick 

18,547 

Oundle 

58,677 

Daventry 

60,877 

Oxendon 

34,491 

Easton-on-the-Hill 

6,341 

Potterspury 

19,914 

Gretton 

12,310 

Thrapston 

36,836 

Hardingstone 

32,542 

Towcester 

42,457 

Kettering 

49,337 

W ellingborough  . . . 

33,115 

Population.— 

-The  total 

estimated  population  as 

given 

for  the  year  1903,  was  96,205  in  the  combined  Urban  Dis¬ 
tricts,  116,405  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts,  and  212,610 
for  the  whole  Administrative  County. 

The  estimates  of  population  by  the  several  District 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the  year  1904,  give  the  follow¬ 
ing  results  : — Urban  Districts,  an  increase  of  908 ;  Ruiul 
Districts,  an  increase  of  356  ;  Administrative  County,  a  total 
increase  of  1,264.  The  total  estimated  population  for  the 
year  1904,  therefore,  amounts  to  97,113  in  the  combined 
Urban  Districts,  116,761  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts,  and 
213,874  for  the  whole  Administrative  County. 

I  think  that  these  estimates  are  very  fairly  reliable,  for 
the  following  reasons  which  are  given  in  the  Reports  of  the 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  — 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “  I  have  based  mv  calcu- 
“  lations  on  the  census  of  1901,  for  although  building  has 
“  steadily  gone  on  since  then,  I  consider  from  the  nuin])er  of 
“  empty  houses  in  the  town,  due  to  the  depression  in  trade, 
“  that  the  population,  for  all  practical  purposes,  remains  the 
“  same.” 
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DesbOROUGH  Urban. — “  The  population  at  the  census 
“  of  1901  was  3,573,  and  to  the  middle  of  1904  I  have  esti- 
“  mated  it  as  3,835.” 

Ftnbdon  Urban. — “  There  are  840  inhabited  and  77 
“  uninhabited  houses  in  the  township,  and  I  estimate  the 
“  population  at  4,214,  which  allows  rather  under  five  persons 
“to  each  house.” 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH  URBAN. — “  I  estimated  the  popu- 
“  lation  last  year  at  4,728  ;  since  then  7  new  houses  have  been 
“  built,  but,  as  there  were  20  more  empty  at  the  end  of  the 
“  year  than  last  year,  the  population  works  out  at  4,664,  or  a 
“  reduction  of  64.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “  It  is  someAvhat  difficult  to  form 
“  a  correct  estimate  of  the  population  of  Kettering  at  the 
“  present  time,  for,  although  new  houses  have  been  built  and 
“  occupied,  there  are  certainly  more  empty  houses  than  usual. 
“  I  shall,  therefore,  put  tiie  population  at  the  middle  of  the 
“  past  year  at  the  same  figure  as  1903,  viz.  :  30,000,  feeling 
“  sure  that  I  am  not  very  far  from  the  truth.  ’ 

Raunds  Urban. — “  The  population  at  the  last  census 
“  was  3,811,  the  estimated  population  for  1903  was  4,211,  and 
“  for  1904  it  stands  at  4,376,  showing  an  increase  during  the 
“  year  of  165,  calculated  according  to  the  general  rule,  that  is, 
“  at  the  rate  of  5  persons  to  each  new  house.” 


Rushden  Urban. — “  The  Rushden  Urban  District  con- 
“  tains  an  estimated  population  of  13,713  as  against  13,337  of 
“last  vear.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  2,/ 44  and 

t/ 

“  the  number  of  new  built  houses  during  the  year  is  57.” 


Wellingborough  Urban. — “As  regards  the  popula- 
“  lation,  there  can  be  no  marked  increase  until  trade  is 
“  l^etter.  .  .  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1904  was 
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“  4,483,  giving  a  population  of  about  20,180  estimating  4-5 
“  persons  per  house.  In  1903  the  number  of  houses  was 
“  4,410,  and  the  population  estimated  at  19,872,  being  an 
‘‘  increase  in  1904  of  about  308.'’ 

Daventry  Rural. — “  I  do  not  think  there  is  anv 
material  change  in  the  population  of  the  District  during 
the  Year.” 

Hardingstonb  Rural.— “  In  estimating  the  population 
of  the  district  for  the  year,  I  have  assumed  it  to  be 
stationary,  foj'  though  seven  cottages  have  been  built  at 
Hardingstone  during  the  year,  very  little  building  has  been 
carried  on  in  other  parts,  and  of  late  years  several  cottages 
have  been  closed  in  Hardingstone  for  sanitary  reasons.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “  It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  give 
‘‘  an  absolutely  correct  return  of  the  population  of  the  dis- 
trict,  but  one  or  two  of  the  villages  have  certainly  slightly 
increased,  Avhile  there  has  not  been,  to  my  knoAvledge,  any 
serious  diminution  in  others.  I,  therefore,  place  the  popu- 
“  lation  of  the  district  in  the  middle  of  the  year  at  12,500  ; 

the  slight  increase  has  been  in  the  villages  of  Broughton, 
“  Burton,  and  Geddington,  while  a  row  of  a  dozen  houses,  all 
of  which  are  pretty  fully  occupied,  has  been  erected  in  the 
parish  of  NeAvton  in  connection  Avith  the  Ironstone  Work- 
ings  on  the  Broughton  Estate.’' 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — “  The  District  is  a  purely 
“  agricultural  one,  Avith  a  probably  decreasing  population.’' 

Northampton  Rural. — “  I  have  assumed  that  the 
population  of  the  District  is  stationary.  SeA^eral  iieAv 
cottages  and  one  large  house  have  been  built  at  Duston,  but 
this  increase  is  only  about  sufficient  to  inake  up  for  the 
deficiency  shoAvn  by  the  last  Census  Returns,  and  one  large 
‘‘  house  at  Duston  is  still  unoccupied.  Some  building  land  is 
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“  being  prepared  at  Weston  Favell,  and  shortly  we  may  expect 
“  building  in  that  neighbourhood.” 

Towcester  Rural. — “  It  is  estimated  that  the  popula- 
“  tion  of  the  district  has  decreased  from  11,588  in  1894  to 
“  10,389  in  1904,  being  at  the  rate  of  109  per  annum.” 


Births. 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  1903,  I  pointed  out  that  there 
had  been  a  continuous  fall  in  the  birth-rate  of  the  County 
since  the  year  1897.  I  regret  to  have  to  record  that  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  that  fall  is  still  unbroken.  This  record  is, 
however,  not  peculiar  to  this  County  ;  it  holds  good,  or 
practically  so,  for  the  Avhole  of  England  and  Wales,  and 
CA^en  for  the  large  Toavus  of  England  and  Wales,  though 
not  to  quite  the  same  extent.  The  fact  of  the  decline  of  the 
birth-rate  of  this  country  is  at  present  engaging  a  good  deal 
of  attention.  If  the  decline  in  the  birth-rate  AA^ere  compen¬ 
sated  for  by  a  proportionate  decrease  in  infantile  mortality,, 
there  Avould  be  no  apparent  drain  upon  the  vital  resources  of 
the  nation  ;  but  Avhen  Ave  find,  as  is  the  case,  that  the 
falling  birth-j-ate  is  associated  Avith  a  stationary,  or  nearly  so, 
loss  of  infant  life,  there  is  a  loss  in  vital  income  to  the 
nation,  and  this  has  even  been  estimated  to  amount  to  about 
15  per  cent.  This  fact  can  hardly  be  regarded  with  indiffer¬ 
ence.  There  are  doubtless  many  social  factors  concerned 
in  the  production  of  this  state  of  things  ;  but  it  is  manifest 
that,  AvhateA'er  they  may  l)e  Avhicli  are  accountable  for  the 
loAA^ered  birth-rate,  every  endeavour  should  be  made  to  secure 
at  least  a  proportional  reduction  in  the  mortality  of  infants. 

During  the  year  1904,  there  were  5,265  births,  against 
5,430  in  the  year  1903,  registered  in  the  Administrative 
County  ;  of  these,  2,522  Avere  in  the  Combined  Urban  Dis¬ 
tricts,  and  2,743  in  the  Combined  Rural  Districts. 
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The  average  birth-rate  of  the  whole  Administrative 
County  per  1,000  of  population,  and  of  the  Combined  Urban 
and  Rural  Districts  respectively,  for  the  years  1896 — 1904,  is 
shewn  in  the  folloAving  table,  together  with,  for  purposes  of 
comparison,  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  for  the  76  large  towns  in  England  and  Wales,  taken  from 
the  Registrar-Generals’  returns  : — 


Areas. 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Adminis¬ 
trative 
County  . . . 

29  08 

2a*62 

1 

29*14 

28*54 

27*33 

27*15 

25*96 

25-53 

24*61 

U  rhan 
Districts... 

33-12 

33-73 

33-0 

32-15 

30-62 

30-38 

27-88 

26-94 

25-96 

Rural 

Districts.. 

26 '75 

27-18 

26-61 

26-10 

25-04 

24-08 

•24-43 

24-38 

23-49 

England  A 
VV  ales 

29'7 

29-6 

29-4 

-29-2 

28-9 

28-5 

28-6 

-28-4 

•27-9 

*  Large 
Towns  in 
England 
&  Wales 

30-7 

30-7 

30-3 

.30-2 

29-4 

29-2 

30-0 

-29-6 

29-1 

*  Ifc  is  to  be  noted  that  the  group  of  large  towns  numbers  76  from  the  year 
1902  ;  it  consisted  of  88  towns  in  preceding  years. 

The  birth-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts  from  15*3 
per  1,000  of  the  pop)ulation  in  the  Oundle  District  to  29’3  per 
1,000  in  the  Irthlingborough  District,  while  the  variation  in 
the  Rnral  Districts  was  between  18*8  per  1,000  in  the 
Oxendon  District,  to  38'9  per  1,000  in  the  Middleton  Cheney 
District.  The  birth-rate  for  the  Oundle  Urban  District  is 
again  the  lowest  of  any  District  in  the  County  ;  for  1903  it 
was  the  lowest  of  the  Urban  Districts  only,  but  for  the  pre¬ 
vious  six  years  it  was  the  lowest,  as  for  1904,  of  any  District 
in  the  County. 
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Arranged  in  the  order  of  their  birth-rates  the  Urban 
Districts  stand  thus  : — 

Per  1,000  of  Per  1,000  of 


Population. 

Population. 

Irthlingborough 

•  •  • 

29-3 

Rothwell 

24-8 

Rushden 

•  •  • 

28-2 

Higham  Ferrers 

Kettering 

•  •  • 

27-9 

Borough 

24-0 

Desborough 

•  •  • 

27-6 

Wellingborough  ... 

23-8 

Finedon 

•  •  4 

26*8 

Brackley  Borough . . 

21-4 

Raunds 

•  »  • 

24-9 

Daventry  Borough . 

19-8 

Oundle 

15-3 

The  position 

of 

the  Rural  Districts  in  respect  of 

their 

birth-rates  is  as  follows  — 

Per 

1,000  of 

Per 

1,000  of 

Population. 

Population. 

Middleton  Chenev.. 

28-9 

Brix  worth 

22-9 

Northampton 

26-9 

Oundle 

22-6 

Potterspury 

25-9 

Gretton 

22-2 

Daventry 

25-2 

Bracklev 

21-8 

Kettering 

24*7 

Towcester 

21-7 

Wellingborough 

24-7 

Easton-on-the-Hill 

2P2 

Thrapston 

24-6 

Hardingstone 

20*6 

Crick 

23-2 

Oxendon 

18-8 

Deaths. 

G6neral  Mortality. — There  was  a  higher  rate  of 
general  mortality  for  the  Comity  during  the  year  1904  than 
for  the  three  immediately  preceding  years,  as  may  be  seen  in 
the  accompanying  Chart ;  but  the  rate  for  1904  was  distinctly 
lower  than  those  for  the  years  1896  to  1900  inclusive,  and  at 
least  1*5  per  1,000  of  population  lower  than  the  mean  rate  for 
those  years.  The  rate  of  general  mortality  for  1904  may, 
therefore,  be  regarded  as  a  not  unfavourable  one,  especially 
when  the  facts  are  taken  into  consideration  that  (i)  the  rate 
is  less  than  14*0  per  1,000  of  the  population,  (ii)  there  was  an 
exceptional  amount  of  zymotic  sickness  during  the  year,  and 
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(iii)  there  was  a  large  increase  in  the  rate  of  infantile  mor¬ 
tality  over  the  four  immediately  preceding  years.  I  have 
repeatedly  pointed  out  that  the  most  sure  way  of  permanently 
reducing  the  rate  of  general  mortality  is  to  secure  greater 
care  of  infant  life,  and  it  requires  merely  a  cursory  glance  at 
the  accompanying  Chart  to  realise  ho  w  great  is  the  influence 
of  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  as  compared 
with  the  mortality  in  other  age-classes,  on  the  rise  or  fall  of 
the  general  mortality  rate.  It  is  true  tluit,  in  a  comparison  of 
the  average  general  mortality  rate  of  the  County  for  the  five 
years  1896 — 1900  with  the  succeeding  four  years  1901 — 1904, 
there  is  a  fall  from  15‘2  per  1,000  of  population  to  13'2  per 
1,000,  but  in  my  opinion,  the  rate  may  be  made  even  more 
favourable  as  the  result  of  strenuous  efforts  in  most  of  the 
Districts  of  the  County — by  leaflets,  lectures,  and  personal 
visitation — to  inculcate  in  those  responsilde  a  higher  appre¬ 
ciation  of  their  duties  in  regard  to  the  care  of  infant  life. 

To  this  end,  I  welcome  every  prospect  of  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  Districts  formed  fo]*  the  maintenance  of 
Nurses  under  the  auspices  of  the  Northamptonshire  District 
Nursing  Association,  as  in  that  way  infantile  ailments  may 
more  widely  receive  the  care  wdiich  may  make  the  difference 
betw^een  recovery  and  death.  But  much  mav  also  be  done 
through  the  educational  influence  of  house-to-house  visita¬ 
tions,  by  female  health  visitors,  in  dii’ecting  the  efforts  of 
householders  as  to  the  care  of  their  dwellings  and  immediate 
surroundings,  and  the  precatitions  necessary  to  preserve  their 
food  from  detrimental  changes. 

I  trust  that  these  matters  will  receive  greater  considei*- 
ation,  and  lead  to  more  practical  results,  in  the  near  futui*e 
than  they  have  in  the  past. 


The  total  number  of  deaths 
trative  Countv  during-  the  vear 
2,838  in  1903,  and  2,785  in  1902 


registered  in  the  Adminis- 
1904  was  2,96)4,  as  against 
of  these  1,219  occuri-ed  in 
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the  Combined  Urban  Districts,  and  1,745  in  the  Combined 
Rm-al  Districts.  Included,  however,  in  the  total  number  of 
deaths  for  the  Combined  Rural  Districts  are  the  deaths  which 
were  recorded  in  the  Berry  Wood  Asylum,  situated  in  the 
Northampton  Rural  District,  and  also  those  in  the  Infections 
Diseases  Hospital  of  the  County  Borough  of  Northampton, 
which  is  situated  in  the  Brixworth  Rural  District  ;  of  the 
former,  25,  and,  of  the  latter,  8,  were  of  persons  not  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Administrative  County.  These  deaths  have, 
therefore,  been  excluded  in  working  out  the  nett  mortality- 
rate  for  the  Administrative  County  in  the  subjoined  table. 
The  deaths  of  persons  l)elonging  to  the  Administrative 
County,  which  occurred  in  the  Berry  Wood  Asylum,  have,  as 
in  previous  years,  been  allocated  to  the  several  Districts  to 
which  they  belong,  and  this  year  a  new  Table  (Ha.)  is  given 
shoAving  the  number,  age,  and  cause  of  death,  and  the  extent 
of  such  allocation.  I  hope  to  make  this  Table  an  annual  one  ; 
but  I  must  unreseiwedly  acknoAvledge  that  its  production  is 
entirely  dejjendent  on  the  kindness  of  the  Medical  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  xWylum,  Avho  has,  in  the  present  instance,  put 
himself  to  immense  pains  and  trouble  to  accede  to  my 
]*e(|uest  in  the  matter.  I  desire  thus  to  record  my  very 
hearty  appreciation  of  his  labours,  and  my  gratitude  for  his 
kindly  help. 


The  following  taljle  shows  the  general  mortality  rates  for 
the  Administrative  County,  England  and  Wales,  and  the  large 
toAAuis,  during  the  years  1891) — ].9U4  : — 


Districts. 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Adminis¬ 
trative 
County  ... 

15-02 

16-13 

15-11 

15-13 

14-96 

13-05 

12-96 

13-09 

13-7 

England  & 

MaIcs  ... 

17-1 

17*4 

17-5 

18 -.3 

18-3 

16-9 

16-3 

15-4 

16-2 

Large 

Towns  in 
j  England 
j  &  Wales... 

18-9 

19-0 

19-0 

20-2 

19-5 

18-6 

17-4 

16-3 

17-2 
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The  following  are  among  the  principal  remarks  on  the 
subject  of  the  general  mortality  in  the  several  Districts  to  be 
found  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  their  respective  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  ; — 

Brackley  Borough. — “  During  the  year  43  deaths 
“  occurred  in  the  district  ;  the  nett  death-rate  (be.  excluding 
“  twelve  deaths  of  non-residents  in  the  Workhouse)  was  12’5 
“  per  1,000.  The  average  rate  for  the  past  ten  years  was  13 
“  per  1,000.” 

Davbntry  Borough. — “  Of  the  19  deaths  at  the  Work- 
“  house  5  belonged  to  the  Urban  District,  so  that  the  number 
“  of  deaths  belonging  to  Daventry  is  raised  to  55,  upon  which 
“  therefore  the  death-rate  is  reckoned.  Death-rate  : — 11*55 
“  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  15*87  for 
“  1903  ;  14*02  for  1902  ;  and  11*28  for  1901.”  The  allocation 
of  the  deaths  of  residents  of  the  Borough  in  the  Berry  Wood 
Asylum  amounts  to  5  more,  and  thus  raises  the  rate  from 
11*55  per  1,000  to  15*8  per  1,000.  For  the  like  reason,  and  in 
respect  of  Poor-Law  Institutions,  the  discrepancy  between  the 
nett  death-rates  in  some  of  the  following  extracts  and  those 
given  in  Table  I  of  this  report  are  explainable. 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “  The  number  of  deaths 
“  registered  Avas  22  ;  this  giA^es  a  death-rate  of  8*6  per  1,00(^ 
of  the  population.  .  .  The  death-rate  is  the  loAvest  I 

“  haA*e  had  to  record  during  the  tAA^eUe  years  I  hat^e  acted  as 
“  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
“  that  of  the  22  deaths  12  AA^^ere  OA^er  60,  and  8  under  2  A^ears. 
‘‘  so  that  last  year  only  two  persons  died  in  the  toAAui  betAA'een 
“  the  ages  of  2  and  ()().” 

Desborough  Urban. — “  The  registered  deaths  Avere  18. 
“  namely  26  males  and  22  females,  giving  a  death-rate  of 
“  12*51  per  1,000  living.  .  .  The  net  aA^erage  number  of 

“  deaths  and  the  aA*erage  death-rate  for  years  1891 — 1903  Avere 
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“  47  and  13‘7  respectively.  The  death-rate  for  1903  was 
“  14-9t).  A  comparison  of  all  these  figures  demonstrates  the 
“  favourable  character  of  the  death-rate  of  12  t)l  for  1904, 
‘‘  and  is  consequently  a  matter  for  congratulation.” 

FinedON  Urban. — “  The  number  of  deaths  registered 
‘‘  during  the  year  was  5t),  giving  a  rate  of  13  2  per  1,000  pei 
annum.  This  rate  compares  favourably  with  those  of  the 
“  preceding  nine  vears.  The  total  number  of  deaths  included 
“21  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  an  infantile  death-rate  of 
“  185‘<S  per  1,000  births  registered.  This  is  the  highest  rate  I 
“  have  yet  recorded.” 


IRTHLINGBOROUGH  Urban. — “5G  deaths  were  registered 
“  during  the  year,  giving  a  rate  of  12  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
“  lation,  compared  with  03  last  year  and  a  rate  of  13*2,  but  as 


“  5  of  the  deaths  were  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  parish 
u  — 4  from  suicide  and  1  found  drowned  the  total  number 
“  is  thus  reduced  to  51,  or  a  rate  of  10*9.  Considering  the 
“  vast  amount  of  epidemic  diseases  we  have  had  during  the 
u  — German  Measles  in  the  Spring,  and  Scarlet  Fever  at 
“  the  end  of  the  year — the  reduction  in  the  death-rate  must 
“  be  considered  very  satisfactory.” 


OUNDLE  Urban. — “  There  have  been  41  deaths,  a  de- 
“  crease  in  the  number  of  1903  of  9.  Ten  of  these  were  those 
“  of  non-residents,  bringing  the  total  of  deaths  for  this 
“  district  down  to  31,  giving  an  average  of  12*4  per  1,000. 

Kaunds  Urban. — “  The  number  of  Deaths  from  all 
“  causes  and  at  all  ages  was  47,  or  only  two  more  than  that  of 
“  the  previous  year,  of  these  23  were  males  and  24  females. 
“  The  death-rate,  therefore,  for  the  year  stands  at  10*7,  exactly 
“  the  same  as  last  year,  that  of  the  two  previous  years  being 
“  11*9  and  12*3  respectively.” 


Roth  WELL  Urban. — “  The  death-rate  this  year  is  only 
“  10*93,  which  is  one  of  the  lowest  we  have  ever  had.” 


Rushdek  Urban. — “  The  registered  deaths  have  been 
“  159,  giving  a  death-rate  of  11-59  per  1,000.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “  The  total  nmnber  of 
“  deaths  in  the  District  Avas  250,  giAong  a  rate  of  12-3  ;  bnt  of 
“  these,  25  deaths  occurred  in  non-residents,  giving  a  death- 
“  rate  of  residents  only  of  ll'l.” 

Br ACKLEY  Rural. — “  The  death-rate  during  this  period 
“  has  been  Id'o  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the  number  of 
‘‘  deaths  registered  having  been  103.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “The  total  deaths  registered  in 
“  the  District  in  1901  AA^ere  191,  of  AAdiich  8  occurred  in 
“  the  Northampton  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  and  Avere 
“  non-residents,  therefore  the  nett  deaths  in  the  District 
“  Avere  183,  as  against  17()  for  1903,  sheAving  an  increase  of  7, 
“  and  a  death-rate  of  1()’15  per  1,000  for  the  District.” 

Crick  Rural. — The  deaths  numliered  39,  bnt  adding 
“  the  deaths  of  3  persons  belonging  to  the  district  Avhich 
“  occnri'ed  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  Rugby,  they  amounted 
“  to  12,  and  consisted  of  18  males  and  21  females,  representing 
“  a  total  annual  death-rate  of  18*1  per  1,000.  This  death-rate 
“  is  only  slightly  aboA^e  the  average  of  the  past  ten  years,  and 
“  is  due  to  the  comparatively  large  number  of  deaths  Avhich 
“  occurred  among  old  people.  .  .  There  Avere  no  deaths 

“  among  children  oA^er  one  and  under  15  years  of  age,  but 
“  23,  or  more  than  one-half  the  total  numlier,  occurred  among 
“  pel-sons  aged  sixty-hve  and  upAvards.” 

“  Dayentry  Rural. — “  The  numlier  of  deaths  regis- 
“  tered  at  all  ages  Avas  IGO— males  82,  females  78 —  ;  this 
“  giA^es  a  death-rate  of  only  11-9  per  1,000,  AAdiich  is  the 
“  loAvest  rate  Ave  have  had  for  many  years,  and  is  most  satis- 
“  factory.” 


27 


u 

u 

u 


u 


u 

a 

;<; 

Li 

(.(. 

a 


a 

a 

a 

Hi 

(.i 


EastoN-ON-THE-Hill  Rural. — “The  number  of  deaths 
registered  as  occurring  in  and  belonging  to  the  District  was 
23,  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  15T7  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  for  1901.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. — “The  total  number  of  deaths 
at  all  ages  was  118,  whilst  in  each  of  the  two  previous  years 
there  were  only  94  deaths,  the  average  for  the  ten  years 
being  113.  This  gives  a  death-rate  of  15  per  1,000  for  1904, 
against  an  average  of  13*7  for  the  previous  ten  years. 
There  were  16  deaths  in  persons  over  80  years  of  age,  and 
one  death  was  certified  as  98.” 


Northampton  Rural. — “  The  total  number  of  deaths 
for  the  whole  district  was  169,  giving  a  ratio  per  1,000  of 
26-5.  Of  these  deaths,  however,  90  occurred  in  Berry 
Wood  iVsylum,  so  that,  by  deducting  these,  we  get  79  deaths 
of  persons  resident  in  the  district,  with  a  ratio  of  14' 7 
deaths  per  1,000.  This  is  a  trifle  higher  than  the  average 
for  the  last  ten  years,  which  is  79  with  a  ratio  of  14*2  per 
1,000,  and  considerably  higher  than  in  the  two  previous 
years,  when  the  death-rate  Avas  exceedingly  Ioav,  auz.,  12 
and  12'5  per  1,000.  There  was  no  marked  increase  of 
deaths  in  aiiA^  one  district,  in  each  one  the  deaths  At’ere  a 
trifle  over  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years.  The 
deaths  in  Berm’  Wood  Asvlum  are  less  than  they  hav^e  been 
since  1897.” 


OXENDON  Rural. — “  There  Avere  78  deaths  in  persons 
properly  belonging  to  the  District,  of  which  10  occurred  in 
Union  Workhouse,  Market  Har])orough,  of  these  3)9  AA’ere 
males  aiid  39  females.  .  .  The  death-rate  is  lh'18. 


against  13)'08  in  19(Kl  and  an  average  of  13'37,  ])ut  corrected 
for  the  10  deaths  in  the  Workhouse  is  18'56.” 


Towcester  Rural.— “  In  the  ToAvcester  Sub-District 
“  there  occurred  107  deaths,  and  of  these  17  AA’-ere  children 
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“  under  1  year  of  age.  In  the  Abthorpe  Sub-District  there 
“  were  58  deaths,  9  being  children  under  1  year  of  age.  The 
“  numl)er  of  Births  and  Deaths  in  the  Abthorpe  Sub-District 
“  were  precisely  the  same  as  in  1903.  In  the  combined  dis- 
“  trict  there  were  105  deaths  at  all  ages  and  of  these  26  were 
“  infants  under  1  year  of  age.  The  resulting  general  death- 
“  rate  is  I5’88  per  1,000,  Avhich  is  higher  than  any  year  since 
“  1897.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “The  number  of  deaths 
“  registered  have  been  174  for  the  whole  district.  .  .  This 

“  gives  a  death-rate  of  12 ‘83  for  the  whole  district  as  against 
“  11*74  last  vear.” 

The  nett  death-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts  from 
9*4  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  Higham  Ferrers  Borough, 
to  15*8  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  Daventry  Borough.  In 
the  Rural  Districts  the  variation  in  the  nett  death-rate  was 
from  12*0  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the  Daventry  Dis¬ 
trict,  to  18*8  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the  Crick  and 
Oxendon  Districts. 

Arranged  in  the  order  of  their  nett  death-rates  the  Urban 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

Irthlingborough  ...  12*2 

Brackley  Borough..  12*5 
Desborough  ...  12*5 

Finedon  ...  13*2 

Oundle  ...  13*3 

Daventry  Borough  .  15*8 

The  position  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  respect  of  their 
nett  death  rates  is  as  follows  : — 


Districts  stand  thus  : — 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

Higham  Ferrers 


Borough 

9*4 

Rothwell 

11*1 

Wellingborough  ... 

11*5 

Kettering 

11*6 

Raunds 

11*(*) 

Rushden 

11*8 

Per 

ipoo  of 

Per 

1,000  of 

Poimlation. 

Population. 

Dav  entry 

12-0 

Oundle 

•  • 

.  15-8 

W ellingborough  . . . 

13-2 

Potterspury 

•  • 

.  16-1 

Kettering 

13*7 

Towcester 

•  • 

.  16T 

Brackle  V 

t,' 

14-3 

Gretton 

•  • 

.  16-3 

Thrapston 

14-7 

Middleton  Cheney. 

.  16-5 

Northampton 

15-1 

Easton-on-the-Hill 

.  18-4 

Hardingstone 

15-5 

Crick 

•  • 

.  18-8 

Brixworth 

15*8 

Oxendon 

•  • 

.  18-8 

Infantile  Mortality  . — In  previous  paragraphs  I 
have  already  dwelt  on  the  desirability  of  increased  efforts 
being  made  to  bring  about  a  greater  diminution  in  the 
mortality  of  infants  throughout  the  country.  It  only  now 
remains  to  indicate  the  extent  to  which  this  has  occurred  in 
this  County  during  the  year  1904,  and  the  relation  that 
mortality  has  to  the  rates  of  preceding  years.  A  reference  to 
the  Mortality  Chart  will  show  at  once  that  there  was  a  sharp 
rise  in  Infant  Mortality  during  1904,  and  an  extent  of 
mortality  greater  than  in  any  ^^ear  since  1899.  This  rise  is 
practically  coincident  with  a  similar  one  representing  the 
prevalence  of  notihable  zymotic  diseases,  and  with  that  which 
indicates  the  rate  of  mortality  from  those  diseases.  The  rate 
of  infantile  mortality  for  1904  was,  moreover,  higher  than  the 
average  for  the  eight  preceding  years,  being  as  116  to  114  per 
1,000  births.  These  facts  are  unsatisfactory,  and  are  un¬ 
fortunately  not  wholly  accounted  for  by  the  apparent  asso¬ 
ciation  of  increased  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases.  There 
appear  to  have  been  an  unusual  number  of  premature  births, 
and  a  considerable  proportion  of  deaths  from  wasting  diseases. 
There  was  happily  a  diminution  of  this  mortality  in  the 
Irthlingborough  and  Raunds  Urban  Districts  as  compared 
with  the  year  1903  ;  but  the  rate  for  Finedon  Urban  District 
was  again  excessively  high,  and  the  rates  for  the  Rural 
Districts  were  mostly  higher  than  usual  and  than  they  ought 
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to  be.  The  proportionate  rate  of  increase  in  this  mortality 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  in  1904  is  considerably 
less  than  that  for  this  County,  as  compared  with  the  averages 
for  the  years  1891) — 1903. 

The  average  infantile  death-rate  for  the  whole  Adminis¬ 
trative  County  per  1,000  births,  and  of  the  Combined  Urban 
and  Rural  Districts  respectively,  for  the  years  1890^ — 1904,  is 
shewn  in  the  following  table,  together  with,  for  purposes  of 
comparison,  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  for  the  large  towns  in  England  and  Wales,  taken  from 
the  Registrar-Generabs  Returns  : — 


1  Districts. 

1 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Adminis¬ 
trative 
County  . . . 

118 

130 

127 

129 

109 

102 

98 

103 

116 

U  rban 
Districts  . 

131 

137 

151 

143 

126 

109 

116 

114 

117 

Rural 

Districts... 

108 

T25 

107 

118 

95 

96 

80 

92 

115 

England  & 
AYales 

148 

156 

160 

163 

154 

151 

133 

132 

146 

Large 

Towns  in 
England 
&  Wales.. 

168 

176 

178 

181 

172 

168 

145 

144 

160 

44ie  following  extracts  from  the  Annual  Reports  of  the 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  relate  to  this  subject  : — 


Higham  Ferkbrs  Borough. — “  There  were  four  deaths 
of  children  under  one  year,  showing  an  infantile  death- 
“  rate  of  G5‘5  per  1,()()()  births,  which  is  a  low  one.  It  is 
“  satisfactory  to  notice  in  reference  to  this  important  question 
“  an  improvement  during  the  last  five  years,  as  there  can  be 
“  no  doul)t  that,  with  proper  care,  the  great  mortality  in 
“  infants  that  prevails  in  the  uiRan  districts  is  largely  pre- 
“  venti])le.” 


;u 


Desborough  Urban. — “  Below  the  age  of  one  year 
“  there  were  10  deaths,  which  furnish  an  Infant  Mortality  of 
“  122  deaths  to  1,000  births  registered.  Although  the  infant 
“  rate  of  mortality  is  slightly  higher  than  in  the  previous 
“  year,  it  is  still  well  below  the  average  fo]‘  the  years  1891 — 
‘‘  1903,  viz.  132.” 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH  URBAN. — “  Oidy  11  deaths  took 
“  place  under  1  year  of  age,  giving  a  rate  of  80  per  1,000 
“  births  registered,  compared  Avitli  23  last  year  and  a  rate  of 
“  132*9.  Of  the  11  deaths,  3  were  due  to  Premature  Birth,  1 
‘‘  to  Pneumonia,  2  to  Tubercular  disease,  and  5  from  other 
‘‘  infantile  complaints,  chiefly  congenital.  I  am  very  pleased 
“  to  be  able  to  show  such  a  substantial  reduction  in  the 
“  infantile  death-rate,  as,  for  the  last  two  years,  it  has  been 
“  excessively  high  for  an  Urban  District.” 


OUNDLE  Urban. — “  The  infantile  death-rate  is  very 
“  high,  135*1  per  1,000  ;  but  this  return  is  not  of  much  value 
“  in  itself,  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  the  number  of 
‘‘  births.” 

Raunds  Urban.— “  The  deaths  of  children  under  the 
“  age  of  one  year  numbered  13,  as  compared  Avith  14  and  12 
“  in  the  two  previous  years,  and  this  gives  an  infantile 
“  death-rate  of  119*3  per  thousand  births  registered,  the  rate 
“  last  year  being  128*4.  This  is  an  improvement  but  is  still 
“  A^ery  high,  although  much  under  many  other  places  of  the 
“  same  population.  Of  these  13  deaths  eight  were  aged  only 
“  3  months  or  under,  the  principal  causes  being  Tabes 
“  Mesenterica,  Acute  Bronchitis,  and  Convulsions. 

Rushden  Urban. — “  The  infant  mortality  has  been 
“  118*83  per  1,000,  of  which  10  have  been  premature,  as 
‘‘  against  91*58  per  1,000  last  year.  This,  although  high,  is 
“  considerably  beloAv  that  of  lar^/e  manufacturing  towns.” 


Brackley  Rural. — “Theinfunt  death-rate,  calculated 
“  on  the  number  of  births  registered,  amounted  to  140  per 
“  ],()00.  This  is  tlie  hig’hest  since  RSOT." 

Brixworth  Rural. — “  The  number  of  deaths  regis- 
“  tered  under  1  year  was  34,  or  exacth*  the  same  number  as 
last  year,  the  death-rate  being  12o  per  1,000  births  registered 
“  as  against  114  for  1903."  It  is  pointed  out  that  the  in¬ 
creased  infant  mortality  was  due  to  Broncho-Pneumonia  and 
Diarrhoea,  and  that  these  deaths  mainly  occurred  in  yillages 
Ayith  bad  house  accommodation,  and  in  dwellings  which  were 
old  and  dirty. 

Crick  Rural. — Only  3  deaths  occurred  among  infants 
under  one  year  of  age.'’ 

Daventry  Rural. — The  Infant  Mortality  under  one 
‘‘  year  was  88  per  1,000  Births  :  and,  though  a  little  higher 
than  the  last  two  years,  may  still  be  considered  fairly 
satisfactory.” 

Hardingstoxe  Rural.— ‘‘  The  number  of  deaths  in 
“  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  24  ;  this  is  a  yerj^  high 
mortality,  especially  when  the  small  number  of  births  is 
“  taken  into  consideration.  The  number  has  on  two  occasions 
“  been  as  low  as  11,  and  only  twice  in  the  last  ten  years  has 
“  it  exceeded  24,  ^yhilst  the  ayerage  is  18*7.  This  number  of 
“  deaths  giyes  a  ratio  per  1,000  Itirths  registered  of  148,  as 
“  compared  witli  an  ayerage  for  the  ten  years  of  93.” 

Northampton  Rural. — ‘‘  The  number  of  deaths  in 
“  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  only  13,  giying  a  ratio 
“  per  1,000  births  registered  of  only  90  ;  this  is  much  less 
“  than  during  any  of  the  precious  ten  years,  the  ayerage  for 
“  which  shows  20  deaths,  with  a  lutio  of  128  per  1,000  births 
“  registered.” 
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OXENDON  Rural. — “  The  infant  mortality  rate  is  151  *(39 
“  per  1,000  births  registered,  as  against  53*3  in  1903  and  an 
average  of  83’51.’' 

Towcester  Rural. — “  The  ratio  of  deaths  under  1  year 
'•  of  age  to  the  births  is  115*04  to  1,000.” 


WellixgbOROUGH  Rural. — “  The  infant  mortality  has 
l^een  130*95  per  1,000  births  for  the  whole  district.  .  . 

‘‘  This  is  in  excess  of  last  year,  and  is  much  too  high.  The 
number  of  premature  births  have  been  seven.” 

The  infantile  mortality-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts 
from  65*5  per  1,000  births  in  the  Borough  of  Higham  Ferrers, 
to  185*8  per  1,000  births  in  the  Finedon  District,  The 
variation  in  this  mortality  in  the  Rural  Districts  was  from 
29*4  per  1,000  births  in  the  Gretton  District,  to  157*1  per 
1,000  births  in  the  Middleton  Cheney  District. 


Arranged  in  the  order  of  their  infantile  mortality-rates 
the  Urban  Districts  stand  thus  : — 


Per  1,000 
Births. 

Higham  Ferrers 

Borough  ...  65*5 

Irthlingborough  ...  80*2 

Rothwell  ...  81*3 

Daventry  Borough.  93*3 

Brackley  Borough  .  94*3 

Rushden  ...  118*8 


Kettering 

Per  1,000 
Births. 

...  119*1 

Raunds 

...  119*2 

Desborough 

...  122*6 

W  ellingborough 

...  126*5 

Oundle 

...  135*1 

Finedon 

...  185*8 

The  position  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  respect  of  their 
infantile  mortality-rates  is  as  follows  : — 
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Per  IJiOO 

Per  1,000 

Births. 

Births. 

Gretton 

...  29-4 

BrixAAT)rth 

125-4 

Crick 

...  50-0 

Baston-on-the-Hill . 

129-0 

Oundle 

...  08-9 

Wellingborough  ... 

130-9 

DaA^entry 

...  88-4 

Brackley 

140-1 

Potterspury 

...  88-8 
* 

Kettering- 

142-3 

Northampton 

...  90-2 

Hard  ingst  one 

148-1 

Thrapston 

...  HIT 

Oxen  don 

151-8 

ToAA'cester 

...  115-0 

Middleton  CheneA’ . 

157-1 

Phthisis  Mortalityn — It  Avill  be  seen  from  the  Mor¬ 
tality  Chart  that  there  Avas  a  rise  in  this  mortality  during  1904, 
as  compared  Avith  the  year  1903  ;  but  still  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  record  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  phthisis  AA^as  satis¬ 
factorily  l)eloAA^  the  average  for  tlie  eight  preceding  years 
189() — 1903,  being  as  204  to  215.  It  Avill  be  seen  that  there 
Avere  22  more  deaths  from  phthisis  in  1904  than  in  1903,  but 
that  the  total  number  is  the  third  loAvest  for  the  countA’ 
during  the  past  nine  years.  The  total  number  of  deaths 
registered  in  the  AdministratiA-e  County  as  due  to  Phthisis 
during  the  year  1904  being  204,  their  distribution  Avas  as 
folloAA^s  : — 10(>  belonged  to  the  Combined  Urban  Districts,  and 
98  to  the  Combined  Rural  Districts.  The  number  AAdiich 
occurred  in  the  Berry  Wood  Asylum  of  persons  belonging  to 
the  Administrative  County  A\nis  5,  as  against  11  in  the  year 
1903,  and  these  liaA^e  been  dul^^  allocated  to  the  Districts 
from  AAdiich  they  came.  Of  the  total  deaths  from  phthisis, 
only  one,  in  the  Thrapston  Rural  District,  Avas  of  a  child 
under  five  years  of  age.  The  death-rate  Avas,  therefore,  only 
0’49  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  in  respect  of  children  under 
hA"e  years  of  age,  as  against  2‘74  per  cent,  in  1903,  3‘27  per 
cent,  in  1902,  2 ‘8  per  cent,  in  1901,  5*02  per  cent,  in  1900, 
5-34  per  cent,  in  1899,  9’()  per  cent,  in  1898,  5 '85  per  cent,  in 
1897,  and  8T5  per  cent,  in  the  year  1890.  This  is  a  faA^our- 
able  feature  in  support  of  the  presumption  that  there  is  some 


increase  of  care  in  regard  to  the  health  of  young  children. 
The  Gretton  Rural  District  was  the  only  one  in  the  County 
which  did  not  show  any  mortality  from  phthisis  during  the 
year  RH)4,  as  against  four  Districts  showing  like  freedom  in 
tlie  year  1903. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
phthisis  and  the  rate  per  l,()dO  of  the  population  for  the  whole 
Administrative  County  for  the  nine  years  1896 — 1901  : — 

t 


Area. 

Phthisis. 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Adiiiinis- 

No.  of 
Deaths 

233 

222 

229 

243 

219 

178 

214 

182 

204 

trative 

County 

Rate  per 
1,000  ... 

1-17 

1-10 

1-13 

1-19 

1-06 

0-85 

1-01 

0-85 

0-95 

The  following  are  the  more  important  references  to  the 
subject  of  this  inortabty  in  the  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  : — • 

Higham  Rerkers  Borough. — “There  was  but  one 
"  death  from  phthisis  during  the  year,  which  gives  the  low 
“  rate  of  ()'39  per  1,000  of  the  population.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “  Phthisis  Avas  responsible  for 
”  f(jur  deaths,  the  same  number  as  recorded  for  1903,  giving  a 
”  death-rate  of  I'Ol  per  1,000.  Of  the  four  deaths,  two 
“  occurred  beUveen  the  ages  of  5  and  15,  and  the  other  two 
between  20  and  30  years  of  age,  and  the  fact  that  they  are 
equivalent  to  one-twelfth  or  8  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths 
registered  is  significant  of  the  dreadful  annual  toll  which 
“  consumption  exacts  from  suffering  humanity.”  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  comments  on  the  advisability 
of  the  erection  of  sanatoria  for  the  treatment  of  the  disease 
by  combined  public  bodies,  and  the  means  at  the  disposal  of 
sanitary  authorities  for  preventing  the  causation  of  phthisis. 
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Irthlingborough  Urban. — “  Phthisis  or  Consumption 
of  the  Lungs  caused  5  deaths,  giving  a  rate  of  1-07  per  1,000, 
‘‘  compared  with  9  deaths,  and  a  rate  of  1*8  last  year.  Other 
“  Tnbercnlar  disease  caused  4  deaths,  3  from  Acute  General 
“■  Tuberculosis,  and  one  from  Tubercular  Meningitis.  This 
“  gives  a  total  of  9  deaths  from  Tubercular  diseases,  and  a 
“  rate  of  1*9,  compared  with  12  deaths,  and  a  rate  of  274  last 
“  year.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  aide  to  report  a  reduction 
“  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease.  The  rate  is  still 
“  high,  but  I  hope  to  be  able  to  chronicle  a  further  diminution 
“  in  the  number  next  vear.” 

t. 

Kettering  Urban. — “  In  remarking  on  Phthisis  last 
“  year,  I  said  that  the  sudden  fall  in  the  mortality  in  this 
“  disease  was  probably  only  accidental,  and  regret  to  say  that 
“  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  during  1904  is  much  larger 
“  than  it  has  been  for  several  years.  The  fine  Phthisis  Wards 
“  erected  in  the  grounds  of  the  Union  Infirmary  were  opened 
“  in  the  autumn,  and  have  been  constantly  occupied  ever 
“  since.  At  the  present  time  all  the  beds  on  the  men’s  side 
“  are  full.  Great  improvement  has  taken  place  in  several  of 
“  the  cases,  but  only  two  cases  have  at  present  been  discharged 
“  as  cured.” 

Rothwell  Urban. — “  It  will  be  seen  that  out  of  the 
54  deaths  recorded  only  two  occurred  from  Phthisis,  a 
“  satisfactorily  low  percentage.” 

Rushden  Urban.— “  Phthisis  has  caused  13  deaths,  1 
“  ])etween  5  and  15  years,  6  between  15  and  25  years,  and  6 
“  between  25  and  65  years.”  Commenting  on  the  outdoor 
treatment  of  the  disease,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says, 
Many  no  doubt  have  derived  a  considerable  amount  of 
“  l)enefit,  and  a  few  have  been  able  to  follow  suitable  employ- 
“  ment,  “  if  they  can  get  it,”  after  a  prolonged  course  of 
“  treatment  in  these  homes,  but  can  treatment  be  called  pre- 
“  vention  ?  The  cause  of  the  increase  of  consumption  is  the 


“  desertion  of  the  rural  oiit-of-door  occupation  of  Agricultural 
“  pursuits  for  the  crowded  factories  of  towns,  together  with 
“  the  restless  life  of  pleasure  and  excitement  of  modern 
“  times.” 


Brtxworth  Rural. — “  The  number  of  deaths  regis- 
tered  due  to  this  disease  were  17  as  against  8  reported  for 
“  1903,  giving  a  death-rate  of  1-43  per  1,000  as  against  0*67 
for  1903.” 

Kettering  Rural.  —  The  deaths  from  Phthisis 
“  nunil^er  exactly  the  same  as  last  year,  and  occurred  in  the 
“  following  places  : — Weldon  1,  Geddington  1,  Middleton  3, 
“  Corby  1,  Burton  Latimer  1,  Cranford  1.  The  fine  Phthisis 
“  Wards  erected  in  the  grounds  of  the  Workhouse  Infirmary 
were  opened  in  the  autumn,  and  have  been  constantly 
“  occupied  ever  since  ;  several  patients  have  been  admitted 
“  from  the  District  under  your  control,  and  one  of  these  cases 
“  has  been  discharged  apparently  quite  restored  to  health.” 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  building  and  opening  of 
the  Kettering  Union  Phthisis  Wards  is  one  of  the  greatest 
public  health  events  of  the  year  in  this  County.  They  are 
excellently  planned,  and  have  been  erected  at  a  very  moderate 
cost.  I  anticipate  a  decided  and  good  influence  from  their 
use  in  the  Kettering  Union,  and  hope  hereafter  to  point  to 
such  results  as  may  induce  other  Boards  of  Guardians  to 
follow  on  similar  lines. 

The  Phthisis  death-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts 
from  0*39  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the  Borough  of 
Higham  Ferrers,  to  2*49  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the 
Oundle  District.  In  the  Rural  Districts,  the  variation  in  this 
mortality  was  from  0*0  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the 
Gretton  District,  to  1*72  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the 
Potterspury  District. 
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Arranged  in  the  order  of 
Urban  Districts  stand  thus  : — 

Per  1,000  of 
Population, 

Higliam  Ferrers 

Borough  . . .  0’39 

Rothwell  ...  0*40 

Finedon  ...  0*47 

Brackley  Borough..  0*81 

Rushden  ...  0*94 

Desborough  ...  1*04 


their  Phthisis  death-rates  the 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

Daventry  Borough .  1*05 

Irthlinghorough  ...  1*07 

Wellingborough  ...  1-13 

Raunds  ...  1-14 

Kettering  ...  1-30 

Oundle  ...  2*49 


The  position  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  respect  of  their 
Phthisis  death-rates  is  as  follows  : — 


Per  1,000  of 
Population. 


Gretton 

0*0 

Middleton  Cheney.. 

0*41 

Daventry 

0*44 

Wellingborough  ... 

0*59 

Oundle 

0*62 

Easton-on-the-Hill . 

0*68 

Brackley 

0*69 

Oxendon 

0*71 

Northampton 

Per  1,000  of 
P  opulation. 

...  0*74 

Kettering 

...  0*80 

Crick 

...  0*87 

Hardingstone 

...  0*89 

Towcester 

...  0*96 

Thrapston 

...  1*07 

Brixworth 

...  1*13 

Potterspury 

...  1*72 

Respiratory  Diseases  Mortality.  — Reference 
to  the  Mortality  Chart  shows  a  slight  fall  in  the  death-rate  for 
respiratory  diseases.  This  is  very  satisfactory  ;  indeed,  the 
deaths  during  1904  were  fewer,  with  the  single  exception  of 
the  year  1901,  than  in  any  of  the  years  1896 — 1903.  The 
rate  of  mortality,  moreover,  was  0*38  per  1,000  of 
population  less  than  the  average  rate  for  those  years.  The 
total  number  of  deaths  from  respiratoi*y  diseases  registered  in 
the  Administrative  County  during  the  year  1904  was  354  ;  of 
these  135  occurred  in  the  combined  Urban  Districts  and  219 
in  the  combined  Rural  Districts,  after  allocating  to  their 
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respective  districts  the  deaths  of  those  which,  to  the  number 
of  4,  occurred  in  the  Berry  Wood  Asylum.  Of  the  total 
deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy,  152  or  42'93 
per  cent,  were  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  ;  of  these, 
'(19,  or  45’4  per  cent,  were  in  the  combined  Urban  Districts, 
and  83,  or  54*6  per  cent,  were  in  the  combined  Rural  Dis¬ 
tricts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
the  respiratory  diseases  and  the  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
for  the  whole  Administrative  County  for  the  nine  years 
1896—1904 


Respira- 

- ! 

i 

1904 

Area. 

tory 

Diseases. 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

No.  of 

Adminis- 

Deaths 

380 

497 

432 

467 

450 

337 

415 

359 

354 

1 

trative 

County. 

Rate  per 
1,000  ... 

1-91 

2-48 

2*13 

2-29 

2-18 

1-62 

1-97 

1-68 

i 

! 

1-65  j 

The  death-rate  for  Respiratory  Diseases  varied  in  the 

A 

Urban  Districts  from  0*40  per  1,000  of  population  in  the 
Borough  of  Brackley,  to  2*05  per  1,000  of  population  in  the 
Raunds  District.  In  the  Rural  Districts,  the  variation  in  this 
mortality  was  from  0*68  per  1,000  of  population  in  the  Easton- 
on-the-Hill  District,  to  2*85  per  1,000  of  population  in  the 
Oxendon  District. 


Arranged  in  order  of  their  death-rates  for  Respiratory 
Diseases  the  Urban  Districts  stand  thus  : — 


Per  1,000  of 
Population. 


Brackley  Borough. . 

0*40 

Higham  Ferrers 

Borough 

0*78 

Oundle 

0*83 

Finedon 

0*94 

Rothwel] 

1*01 

Daventry  Borough.. 

1*05 

Per  1,000  of 
P  opidation. 

Rushden 

...  1*09 

Irthlingborou 

gh  ...  1*28 

Wellingborough  ...  1*38 

Desborough 

...  1*56 

Kettering 

...  1*76 

Raunds 

...  2*05 
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The  position  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  respect  of  their 
death-rates  for  Respiratory  Diseases  is  as  follows  : — 


Per  IMO  of 
P  opidation . 


Easton-on-the-Hill . 

O-AS 

Hardingstone 

1T4 

Potterspury 

1-15 

Daventry 

lAG 

Kettering 

1-G8 

Oundle 

1*72 

Crick 

1-75 

Brackley 

1-81 

Towcester 

Per  1,000  of 
Popidation. 

...  1-82 

Thrapston 

...  1-8G 

Middleton  Che 

ney.  2-07 

Northampton 

...  2-24 

Wellingboroug 

h  ...  2-3() 

Brixworth 

...  2  o3’ 

Gretton 

...  2-G2 

Oxendon 

...  2-85 

General  Zymotic  Mortality.— Although  it  is 
plain  from  a  glance  at  the  Mortality  Chart  that  there  was 
during  1904  a  decided  rise  in  the  Total  Zymotic  Mortality- 
rate  over  the  three  preceding  years,  and  that  the  rate  of 
incidence  on  the  population  of  notifiable  diseases  was  higher 
than  in  any  year  since  notification  became  compulsory,  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  point  out  that  the  number  of  Zymotic 
deaths  for  1904  was  25  less  than  the  average  for  the  eight 
years  1890 — 1903,  and  that  these  amounted  to  a  rate  of  0-94 


per  1,000  of  population  as  against  an  average  of  1T5  per  1,000- 
of  population.  This  mortality  is  inclusive  of  deaths  from 
Measles,  Whooping-cough,  and  Diarrhoea,  which  are  not 
notifiable  diseases.  To  illustrate,  therefore,  the  relation  of 
the  mortality  from  notified  diseases  to  the  incidence  of  those 
diseases  another  figure  is  depicted  on  the  mortality  chart. 
This  shows  that  the  rate  of  mortality  f]*om  the  notified 


diseases  only  amounted  to  0‘38  per  1,000  of  the  ]Jopulation,  as 
against  0-20  per  1,000  in  1903,  0*27  per  1,000  in  1902,  0-3G 
per  1,000  in  1901,  and  OAl  per  1,000  in  1900.  The  rate  for 
1904  is  thus  0'05  above  the  average  rate  for  the  four  preceding 


3  ears  1900  1903.  The  total  number  of  cases  notified  was 

1,598,  as  against  913  in  1903  which  was  the  lowest  number  in 
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the  five  years  1900 — 1904,  or  at  the  rate  of  7*47  per  1,000  of 
the  population  ;  of  these  cases,  82  were  fatal,  or,  as  has  ])een 
already  said,  at  the  rate  of  0’38  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  as  having  occurred 
in  the  Administrative  County  from  the  zymotic  diseases, — 
inclusive  of  Measles,  Whooping-cough,  and  Diarrhoea, — 
during  the  year  1904,  Avas  203.  Of  these,  113  Avere  in  the 
combined  Urban  Districts  and  90  Avere  in  the  combined  Rural 
Districts.  Of  the  total  deaths  from  the  zymotic  diseases,  141, 
or  69*45  per  cent.,  Avere  children  under  fiA^e  years  of  age  ;  of 
these,  85,  or  60*28  per  cent.,  were  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and 
56,  or  39*72  per  cent.,  Avere  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

The  folloAving  table  shoAvs  the  number  of  deaths  from 
the  general  zymotic  diseases  and  the  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  for  the  Avhole  AdministratiA^e  County  for  the  nine 
years  1896 — 1904. 


( General 

i 

i 

A  lea. 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

im) 

1901 

]902 

1903 

I9f  (4 

No.  of 

Adminis- 

Deaths 

331 

288 

293 

255 

*217 

187 

162 

154 

2i  >3 

trative 

County. 

Rate  per 
1,000  ... 

1-66 

1-43 

1-45 

1-25 

1-05 

0-90 

0-77 

0-72 

0-94 

The  general  zymotic  death-rate  A^aried  in  the  Urban 
Districts  from  0*0  per  1,000  of  population  in  the  Oundle  and 
Rothwell  Districts,  to  2*61  per  1,000  of  population  in  the 
Finedon  District.  In  the  Rural  Districts  the  variation  in  this 
mortality  Avas  from  0*0  per  1,000  of  population  in  the  Crick, 
Easton-on-the-Hill,  and  Gretton  Districts,  to  1*49  per  1,000 
of  the  population  in  the  Northampton  District. 

Arranged  in  order  of  their  death-rates  for  Zymotic 
Diseases,  the  Urban  Districts  stand  thus  : — 
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Per  1,000  of 
Population. 


Per  1,000  of 
Population. 


Oundle 

(H) 

Wellingborough 

. . . 

1-04 

Rothwell 

0-0 

I  i*t  h  1  i  n  gb  0  r  0  u  gh 

•  •  • 

1-07 

Brackley  Borough. . 

OHO 

Desborough 

•  •  • 

1*3:4 

Daventry 

0-52 

Kettering 

•  •  • 

i*3(; 

Raunds 

0*68 

Rushden 

•  •  • 

i*(;o 

HighaJii  Ferrers 
Borough 

0*78 

Finedon 

•  •  • 

2*(*)1 

The  position  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  respect 
death-rates  for  Zymotic  Diseases  is  as  follows  : — 

of 

their 

Per 

1,000  of 

Per  1,000  of 

Population. 

Population. 

Crick 

0-0 

Brackley 

0*55 

Easton-on-the-Hill . 

0*0 

Kettering 

0*72 

Gretton 

0-0 

Daventry 

0*81> 

Thrapston 

0*09 

Hardingstone 

1*01 

Oundle 

0-31 

Wellingborough 

1*25 

Towcester 

0-38 

Brixworth 

1*23 

Middleton  Cheney  . 

0*41 

Potterspury 

i*:u 

Oxendon 

0*47 

Northampton 

1*41> 

Special  Zymotic  Diseases  and  Mortality. 

Small  Pox. — Although  happily  no  case  of  this  disease 
occurred  in  any  District  of  the  County  during  the  year  1904, 
there  was  not  an  absence  of  threatenings  of  such  an  invasion 
of  the  disease,  and  the  need  for  being  in  a  state  of  j^reparation 
to  resist  one  has  not  yet  been  removed. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Kettering  Urban 
Disti-ict  says,  “No  case  of  Small  Pox  has  been  notified  during 
“  the  past  year,  ])ut  the  building  set  apart  for  the  reception  of 
“  cases  of  this  disease  has  been  kept  in.  repair,  and  always. 
“  ready  for  the  reception  of  cases  at  a  momenPs  notice.” 
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The  following  extracts  are  also  significant  of  the  risk  of 
the  spread  of  the  disease  : — 

Hardingstone  Rural. — “  One  case  of  small  pox  was 
“  recorded  in  the  case  of  a  man  residing  at  Far  Cotton  in  the 
“  Northampton  Urban  District,  who  worked  at  Hnns])ury  Hill 
“  Furnaces,  and  consequently  several  men  who  lived  in  our 
“  villages,  and  had  worked  with  him  whilst  even  the  rash 
“  was  upon  him  were  exposed  to  the  contagion.  The  usual 
“  measures  were  taken — vaccination,  isolation,  &c. — and  no 
‘‘  further  spread  of  the  disease  happened.” 

Towcester  Rural. — “  I  am  pleased  to  be  again  able  to 
“  report  that  no  case  of  Small  Pox  has  occurred  in  the  district, 
“  though  some  apprehension  was  caused  in  June  owing  to  the 
“  fact  that  a  tramp  who  had  stayed  in  the  Casual  Ward  of  the 
“  Workhouse  on  the  15th  and  16th  had  gone  on  to  Bucking- 
“  ham  and  there  developed  Small  Pox.  The  Casual  Wards 
“  and  Clothing  used  by  ‘  Casuals’  were  disinfected,  and  4  out 
“  of  5  Contacts  were  vaccinated  and  kept  in  quarantine  for  the 
“  maximum  incubation  period.” 

In  November  1904,  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  I  attended  the  Conference,  in  London,  on  the 
Spread  of  Infectious  Disease  by  Vagrants,  convened  by  the 
London  County  Council.  The  Conference  was  attended  by 
the  representatives  of  a  large  number  of  County  Councils, 
County  Borough  Councils,  the  City  of  London,  Metropolitan 
Borough  Councils,  and  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board.  The 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  Conference  were  of  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  character,  and,  in  submitting  them  to  the  County 
Council,  we  appended  the  following  observations  : — 

“We  think  that  more  extended  control  of  the  vagrant 
“  in  this  country  is  needed.  In  our  opinion,  the  habitual 
“  tramps  ought  to  be  treated  upon  different  lines  from  the 
“  unemployed  workmen  who,  in  times  of  industrial  de- 
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pression,  are  travelling  by  road  from  town  to  town  in 
‘‘  hond-fide  search  of  employment. 

“  Such  workmen,  who  form  a  very  small  proportion  of 
the  large  army  of  habitual  vagrants,  should  be  treated 
differently,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  them  to  employ- 
‘‘  ment,  we  favour  the  establishment  of  labour  bureaux. 

“  But,  whether  the  ‘  tramp  ’  be  an  habitual  vagrant,  or  an 
unemployed  workman,  it  is  manifest  from  the  recent 
experiences  of  very  many  local  authorities — and  this 
County  is  no  exception — that  infectious  disease,  and  par- 
ticularly  small-pox,  is  spread  through  his  agency.  It 
“  seems  imperative,  therefore,  that  legislative  steps  should  l)e 
taken  to  give  better  control  over  the  ‘  tramp  ’  to  prevent  him 
“  being  a  source  of  danger  to  the  communities  with  Avhich  he 
successively  comes  in  contact. 

A  much  larger  question  is  however,  raised,  in  dealing 
“  with  the  tramp  nuisance,  namely,  the  possibility  of  bringing 
about  the  extinction  of  the  habitual  vagrant  by  drafting  him 
into  labour  colonies  and  compelling  him  to  useful  work. 
Nothing  could  very  well  be  worse  than  the  ^Dresent  system 
under  which  the  tramps  are  received  into  a  casual  ward, 
where  they  receive  food  and  shelter  under  more  or  less 
“  degrading  conditions,  are  compelled  to  do  a  little  work  of  an 
“  um*emunerative  character,  and  are  then  turned  out  upon  the 
i*oads  to  beg  their  way  to  the  next  workhouse.  Under  such 
“  conditions  it  would  i)e  hopeless  to  expect  to  do  anything  to 
“  reform  the  vagrants,  and  consequently  we  do  not  attempt 
it.  They  appear  to  have  no  objection  to  short  sentences 
“  of  “  hard  labour,”  which  they  often  earn,  for  they  are  not 
badly  fed  in  prison,  the  labour  is  not  severe,  and  they  are 
“  soon  on  their  career  again. 

‘‘  The  means  for  punishing  the  loafer  and  the  beggar  are 
not  sufficiently  methodical,  and  it  is  suggested  with  a  good 
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‘‘  deal  of  force  that  the  habitual  vagrant  should  be  obliged  to 
live  a  life  of  some  utility  to  the  State  at  a  less  cost  than  he 
now  imposes  on  the  community  in  Vagrant  Wards  and 
“  Prisons.  “  Labour  Colonies”  have  been  established  for  some 
‘‘  years  past  in  several  continental  countries,  notably  Ger- 
“  many,  Holland,  and  Belgium,  and,  in  these,  habitual 
vagrants  are  detained  for  considerable  periods  and  trained 
“  to  perform  simple  manual,  but  productive,  labour  appro- 
priate  to  their  capacities.  Such  ‘  Colonies,’  if  made  compnl- 
“  sory,  would  seem  to  have  some  prospect  of  success  in 
“  controlling  the  unlimited  vagrancy  of  this  country  ;  but  our 
‘‘  conditions  of  labour  and  labour  markets,  of  police  super- 
“  vision,  and  of  local  government  differ  so  greatly  from  those 
commonlv  met  with  on  the  Continent,  that  we  do  not  think 
more  can  be  expected  at  the  present  time  than  that  the 
‘‘  su])ject  should  receive  the  greatest  consideration,  in  order 
“  that  a  general  practical  scheme  may  eventually  be  devised 
“  for  dealing  with  habitual  vagrancy.” 

I  have  only  to  add  that  I  trust  some  effective  result  may 
be  the  outcome  of  the  Conference,  for  the  spread  of  Small 
Pox  by  Vagrants  is  a  really  serious  matter  for  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  was  an  enormous  increase  of 
scarlet-fever  prevalence  in  the  County  during  1904,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  previous  years.  This  increased  prevalence  was 
largely  due  to  the  spread  of  the  disease  into  the  neighbouring 
rural  districts  of  the  County  from  the  Borough  of  Northamp¬ 
ton.  During  the  year  1904,  there  were  540  cases  in  the 
combined  Urban  Districts  and  587  cases  in  the  combined 
Rural  Districts,  making  a  total  of  1,127  cases  in  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  County  as  against  495  in  1903,  602  in  1902,  570  in 
1901,  and  816  in  1900.  The  total  scarlet-fever  prevalence 
was  equal  to  a  sickness-rate  of  0*52  per  cent,  of  the  total 
estimated  population  of  the  county,  as  against  a  like  rate  of 
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()‘.26  per  cent,  in  1D()8.  In  the  coml)ine(l  Urban  Districts  the 
rate  was  ()'55  per  cent,  as  against  ()’21  per  cent,  in  1903,  and 
in  the  combined  Rural  Districts  it  was  0%50  per  cent,  as 
against  0’25  per  cent,  in  1903.  The  total  number  of  deaths 
from  this  disease  in  the  Administrative  County  was  29  or 
2'o7  per  cent,  of  the  total  cases,  as  against  3*03  per  cent,  in 
1903,  1'82  per  cent,  in  1902,  1*57  per  cent,  in  1901,  and  1*96 
per  cent,  in  1900.  Of  these  deaths,  15,  or  51'7  j^er  cent,  were 
of  children  under  five  years  of  age.  With  the  exception  of 
two  districts — the  Borough  of  Daventry  and  the  Crick  Rural 
— the  disease  Avas  general  throughout  the  County  in  the  year 
1904  ;  in  the  year  1903  only  the  Easton-on-the-Hill  and 
Gretton  Rural  Districts  escaped.  The  disease  was,  therefore, 
generally  distilbuted  throughout  the  County  during  both  these 
years,  but  the  extent  to  wdiich  it  preA^ailed  in  1904  was  more 
than  double  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  Urban  Districts 
which  suffered  most  in  1904  were  Irthlingborough,  Kettering, 
and  Rushden,  Avhile  the  prevalence  in  the  Rural  Districts  was 
greatest  in  Brixworth,  Hardingstone,  Northampton,  and 
W  ellingborough. 

The  folloAving  extracts  from  the  Reports  of  the  District 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  illustrative  of  the  above 
facts  : — 

Higham  Ferkers  Borough. — As  regards  the  scarlet 
“  feA^er  cases  tAvo  occurred  in  August,  in  separate  localities, 
‘‘  the  infection  probably  having  been  brought  into  the  toAvn 
“  during  the  feast.  The  means  employed  to  preA^ent  its 
spread  were  successful,  and  Ave  remained  free  from  the 
“  disease  till  Decembei*,  Avhen  another  outbreak  occurred  to 
‘‘  the  extent  of  5  cases,  Avith  three  centres  of  infection.  Tavo 
of  these  cases  are  still  under  observation.  When  scarlet 
“  feA^er  has  to  be  treated  at  home  the  difficulty  of  preA^enting 
its  s])read  beyond  the  family  in  Avhich  it  occurs  is,  in  some 
cases,  practically  insuperable  and,  at  all  times,  A^ery  great  on 
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“  account  of  the  length  of  time  the  patient  remains  in  an 
infective  state.  The  prolonged  segregation  necessary — in 
many  cases  not  less  than  eight  weeks — is  very  difficult  to- 
carry  out,  causing  as  it  does  much  discomfort,  and 
‘‘  frequently  pecuniary  loss  to  the  family.  But  it  is  only  by 
‘‘  adopting  vigorous  measures  in  the  early  cases  that  we  can 
“  hope  to  prevent  this  formidable  disease  assuming  unmanage- 
“  able  proportions.'’ 

DesbOROUGH  Urban. — “  There  were  notified  during  the 
“  vear  35  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  all,  with  the  exception  of 
“  two,  occurring  amongst  children  of  school  age,  and  of  these 
“  I  regret  to  report  that  three  terminated  fatally.  .  .  On 

“  the  occurrence  of  every  case  full  enquiries  Avere  made  to 
ascertain  the  source  of  infection,  l)ut  unfortunately  this 
“  could  not  be  clearly  demonstrated.  All  needful  precautions 
“  Avere  taken  by  your  officers  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading 
“  and  special  inspections  of  the  premises  concerned  Avere 
“  made  Avith  the  vieAV  of  discovering  any  local  conditions 
“  likely  to  foster  the  disease,  but  in  the  great  niajority  of  the 
“  cases  the  results  Avere  negative.  Printed  instructions 
“  detailing  the  measures  necessary  for  dealing  Avith  this 
“  infectious  disease  Avere  supplied  to  those  in  charge  of  the 
“■  sick,  and  children  from  infected  households  AA^ere  directed 
to  be  kept  from  school.” 

Finbdon  Urban. — “  Seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
‘‘  were  reported,  and  as  the  Mulso  Schools  had  become  an 
“  infected  area,  I  ordered  them  to  be  closed  a  AA^eek  prior  to 
“  the  summer  holidays,  and  afterAA^ards  had  them  AA^ell  disin- 
“  fected.  The  outbreak  Avas  effectually  checked.  Considering 
“  the  preA^alence  of  this  disease  in  the  neighbouring  toAA  nship 
“  of  Irthlingborough,  A\"e  AA^ere  lucky  to  liaA-e  escaped  so 
“  easilAA” 

Irthlingborough  Urban. — “  17()  cases  Avere  notified 
“  during  the  year.  3  cases  occurred  in  the  months  of  Aprii, 
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May,  and  July,  in  separate  families,  and  in  different  parts 
of  the  town.  In  each  case  the  patient  was  seen  at  the  onset 
of  the  attack,  and  carefully  isolated,  and  no  spread  took 
place.  Of  the  remaining  173  cases,  45  occurred  between  I 
and  5  years  of  age,  106  occurred  beween  5  and  15,  20 
between  15  and  25,  and  12  between  25  and  65  vears  of  age. 
In  the  interim  report  I  presented  to  the  Council  on  Novem¬ 
ber  5th,  I  pointed  out  that  the  source  of  infection  of  the 


first  case  that  of  a  married  man,  living  in  Lee’s  Lane — 
could  not  be  traced,  and  that  with  the  exception  of  his 
“  wife  who  nursed  him,  no  other  case  occurred  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood  at  that  time.  The  next  case  occurred  in  a  boy 
named  Litchfield,  living  in  Addington  Road.  He  was  sent 
home  from  school,  as  the  master  had  noticed  a  suspicious 
rash  on  his  body.  He  was  put  to  bed  and  isolated,  and, 
within  a  week,  desquamation  commenced,  and  it  was  then 
that  the  mother  showed  me  another  child  in  the  same  state 
(of  peeling)  but  much  further  advanced,  although  she  had 
lepeatedly  assured  me  that  none  of  the  other  members  of 
the  family  had  been  ill.  This  child  must  have  been  ill  for 
at  least  a  fortnight,  and  had  been  getting  about  as  usual. 
A  fresh  batch  of  cases  then  occurred  in  youths  and  men 
employed  at  the  Lmpress  Works,  and  nearly  all  of  them  out 
of  one  department.  On  investigation,  it  was  found  that  two 
boys  worked  in  that  department,  one  day, -at  least,  with  the 
rash  fully  developed,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  all  the 
other  cases  in  that  factory  at  that  time  were  due  to  direct 


infection  from  these,  as  the  majority  fell  within  4  or  5  days. 
Several  cases  amongst  workpeople  in  another  factory,  could, 
‘‘  I  think  be  traced  to  infection  conveyed  on  the  clothing  of 
the  working  members  of  one  infected  family.  An  unusual 
and  rather  remarkable  feature  of  the  first  part  of  the  out- 

“  break  was  the  large  proportion  of  the  cases  over  15  vears  of 

«■ 

''  age.  Out  of  the  first  64  cases,  16  were  over  that  age,  and  (S 
‘‘  were  in  workers  between  the  ages  of  10  and  15.  Through- 


“  out  Xovember  the  disease  affected  school  cldldren  in 
gradually  increasing  numbers,  and  on  December  13th  I 
advised  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  close  all  the  Schools — in 
the  hrst  instance  for  4  weeks,  and  subsequently  until 
January  ,23rd.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  extent  of  the 
‘‘  epidemic  was  in  great  part  due  to  the  ignorance  and  gross 
carelessness  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  families.  Re- 
peatedly,  children  were  sent  home  from  school  with  the 
‘‘  rash  fully  developed,  and  in  some  cases  desquamation 
“  had  Ijegun.  Time  aftei-  time  batches  of  cases  in  children 
“  out  of  a  particular  class-room  could  be  traced  to  an  infected 
child  attending  school.  ,  .  Isolation  was  carried  out,  as 

“  far  as  possible,  in  all  the  infected  houses,  but  in  most  of  the 
“  cases  the  mother  had  to  nurse  the  patient  and  attend  to  the 
“  ordinary  household  duties  as  well,  and,  in  those  instances 
“  where  there  were  workers  in  the  family,  the  infection  was 
likely  to  be  conveyed  from  the  mothers’  clothing  to  theirs, 
‘‘  and  so  to  susceptible  persons  in  the  street  and  factory.  To 
minimise  this  risk,  the  manufacturei's  very  wisely  com- 
“  pelled  such  Avorkers  either  to  leave  their  infected  home  and 
“  take  lodgings,  or  give  up  Avork.  This,  no  doubt,  caused  a 
“  good  deal  of  hardship  in  some  families,  Imt  I  must  coni- 
“  mend  the  action  of  the  manufacturers.” 


Kettering  Urban. — “  Scarlet  FeA^er  has  been  present 
“  in  the  district  throughout  the  whole  year.  .  .  Of  these 

“  cases,  110  recovered  and  2  died  ;  78  of  the  cases  were 
“  removed  to  the  Hospital,  all  of  Avhich  recovered.  The 
“  accommodation  at  the  Hospital  was  sufficient  to  receive  all 


“  Avho  desired  it,  excejjt  for  a  short  period  during  December, 
“  Avhen  all  the  beds  appropriated  to  this  disease  were  full, 
and  3  or  4  cases  desirous  of  admission  could  not  be  received. 
“  The  number  of  fresh  cases  are  now  diminishing.  Every 
“  care  as  to  disinfection  of  infected  premises  AA'as  exercised 
‘‘  by  the  Inspector.” 


50 


OUNDLE  Ueban. — “  The  two  cases  of  Scarlatina  were 
imported  into  the  district.” 

Raunds  Urban. — “  The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were 
“  scattered  over  the  whole  year  and  were  of  a  mild  type. 
“  With  very  careful  isolation  and  disinfection  in  every  case 
‘‘  we  were  able  to  prevent  an  epidemic.  .  .  I  may  mention 

“  that  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  all  imported  from  outside 
sources,  the  origin  l)eing  traceable  in  every  case.” 

Roth  WELL  Urban. — “  With  the  exception  of  a  few 
cases  of  Scarlatina,  we  have  had  no  epidemic  during 
“  the  year.  The  Scarlatina  was  of  a  vei*}"  mild  type  and  no 
“  deaths  resulted  from  it.  In  every  case  the  strictest  pre- 
“  cautions  were  taken,  with  the  result  that  at  no  time  was 
“  there  any  serious  spread.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  prevalent 
‘‘  during  the  year,  having  been  first  imported  from  North- 
“  ampton  and  Cheshani.  It  has  been  of  a  mild  type.  .  . 

151  cases  have  been  reported,  wdth  G  deaths,  being  between 
1  and  5  years,  and  3  between  5  and  15  years.” 

Wellingborough  Urban.— Of  the  24  cases  of  Scarlet- 
fever,  3  were  imported,  G  arose  from  direct  infection,  and 
the  rest  there  was  no  apparent  cause  for.  The  cases  were 
“  spread  over  the  year,  the  greatest  ]iuml)er  l)eing  7  in 
November.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “  101  cases  were  notified  as 
“  against  78  in  1903.  .  .  3  villages  were  responsible  for  G5 

“  cases,  viz.,  Moulton  24,  Old  21,  Brixworth  20  ;  these  occurred 
“  in  epidemic  form,  but  of  a  very  mild  type  with  few  excep- 
“  tions,  and  those  were  generally  badly  nursed.  Cold  Ashby 
“  and  Guilsborough  also  towards  the  end  of  the  year  developed 
“  an  epidemic.  The  disease  occurred  l)esides  in  the  villages 
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of  Boiighton,  Great  Briiigton,  Spratton,  Ravenstliorpe,  Lam- 
port,  Walgrave,  Holcot,  and  Overstone.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  over  and  over  again  separate  villages  became  infected 
from  Northampton  ;  as  soon  as  one  village  became  clear  of 
the  disease,  it  started  in  another,  perhaps  at  the  other  end 
“  of  the  district,  and  in  most  cases  it  could  be  traced  from 
“  Northampton.  This  Northampton  epidemic  largely  ac- 
“  counted  for  the  big  total  of  Scarlatina  notifications  in  our 
District,  together  with  the  fact  that,  during  1904,  no  case 
‘‘  was  sent  to  an  Isolation  Hospital  ;  all  were  nursed  in  their 
“  own  homes  with  the  exception  of  a  few  cases  in  Brixworth. 
“  In  some  of  the  villages  where  there  were  only  one  or  two 
“  cases  Isolation  was  properly  carried  out.  There  were  3 
deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  District  of  Residents.  .  . 

The  schools  of  Moulton,  Old,  Brixworth,  and  Guilsborough 
“  were  closed  for  varying  periods  for  disinfection.” 

Daventry  Rural. — “  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  7 
parishes  ;  17  cases  in  Byfield,  9  cases  in  West  Haddon,  8 
‘‘  cases  in  both  Weedon  and  Woodford-cum-Membris,  2  cases 
“  in  Braunston,  and  single  cases  in  Dodford  and  Watford  ; 
“  two  cases  proved  fatal,  one  at  Byfield  and  one  at  Braunston  ; 
“  most  of  these  cases  occurred  during  the  last  three  months 
‘‘  of  the  year,  and  were  of  a  very  mild  type.” 

Eastou-on-the-Hill  Rural.— “  There  was  one  case  of 
Scarlet-fever,  this  occurring  at  an  isolated  farm-house  in 
‘‘  Easton  parish.” 

Gretton  Rural. — “  With  the  exception  of  eight  cases 
‘‘  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  an  isolated  farm  house  in  Laxton,  your 
‘‘  District  enjoyed  immunity.  The  cases,  which  were  of  a 
“  trivial  type,  were  imported  from  Bulwick,  where  the 
“  children  attended  vschool,  and  where  an  epidemic  prevailed 
“  during  February  and  March.  They  were  initially  returned 
“  as  diphtheria,  which  they  appear  to  have  closely  simulated, 
‘‘  the  characteristic  rash  being  evanescent  or  absent  in  the 
“  majority.” 


Hardingstone  Rural. — “  Table  III.  shows  the  imni- 
“  her  of  infectious  cases  notified  during  the  year.  This  gives 
“  a  total  of  90  cases  compared  with  7  in  1903,  47  in  1902,  57 
“  in  1901,  and  30  in  1900.  This  large  number  is  due  entirely 
“  to  the  wide-spread  epidemic  of  scarlet-fever,  which  has 
“  prevailed  in  these  parts  during  the  year,  no  less  than  71  of 
“  this  total  being  due  to  scarlet-fever.  This  disease  has  been 
“  universal  in  the  town  of  Northampton,  so  many  cases  having 
“  occurred  that  it  has  been  impossible  to  isolate  them  all,  and, 
“  in  this  respect,  it  has  been  obliged  to  be  left  alone  to  burn 
“  itself  out.  Most  of  our  villages  closely  surround  the  toAvn, 
and  there  is  much  intercourse  betAA'een  them,  so  that  it 
“  would  have  been  very  strange  if  we  had  not  suffered  from 
“  this  epidemic,  and  in  almost  cA^ery  case  I  have  been  able  to 
“  trace  the  first  case  in  a  village  to  some  contact  Avith  the 
“  town  infection.  The  numbers,  hoAveA^er,  liaA^e  varied  much, 
“  and  in  a  manner  difficult  to  explain.  Thus,  in  theWootton 
“  district,  not  a  single  case  was  notified,  though  many  men 
“  living  in  Wootton  Avork  in  Northampton,  going  backAvards 
“  and  forwards  daily.  In  the  Brafield  district,  55  cases  Avere 
“  notified  entirely  in  the  three  villages  of  Little  Houghton, 
“  Brafield,  and  Yardley  Hastings  ;  whilst  in  the  Hardingstone 
“  district,  16  were  notified  almost  entirely  from  Pidding- 
“  ton  and  Preston  Deanery.  Of  these  71  cases,  57  Avere 
“  treated  in  the  Infectious  Hospital  at  Hardingstone,  and  no 
“  deaths  occurred  here,  in  fact,  the  epidemic  has  been  a  very 
“  mild  one,  and  only  one  death  altogether  has  been  registered 
“  from  it — a  child  dying  at  Brafield  very  early  at  the  outset 
“  of  the  disease.  Two  other  out-district  cases  Avere  also 
“  treated  in  the  Hospital.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “  Twenty-six  notifications  of 
‘‘  Scarlet  Fever  Avere  made  during  the  year,  all  of  Avhich 
“  recovered,  and  occurred  as  folloAvs  :  Stanion  11,  Burton 
“  Latimer  8,  Great  Oakley  2,  Pytchley  1,  Cransley  3,  Cotting- 
“  ham  1.  Sixteen  of  these  were  removed  to  the  Hospital.” 
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Middleton  Cheney  Rural.— “  Five  cases  of  infectious 
“  diseases  have  been  reported  to  me.  All  these  were  cases  of 
“  Scarlet  Fever,  occurring  in  the  parish  of  Chipping  Warden.” 

Northampton  Rural.— “  Table  III.  shows  the  cases  of 
“  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year.  There  was  a 
“  total  of  103  cases,  in  comparison  with  21  in  1903,  30  in 
“  1902,  21  in  1901,  and  12  in  1900.  This  is  a  very  large 
“  increase,  and  is  entirely  accounted  for  by  the  large  number 
of  scarlet-fever  cases  that  occurred  during  the  year,  no  less 
“  than  83,  so  that  if  these  are  excluded  the  number  of  notified 
“  cases  does  not  compare  very  unfavourably  with  previous 
“  years.  The  outbreak  of  scarlet-fever  was  almost  entirely 
“  limited  to  the  villages  of  Dallington,  Harpole,  and  Bug- 
“  brooke,  and  in  every  case  it  was  possible  to  trace  the 
‘‘  primary  contagion  to  contact  with  persons  in  the  town  of 
“  Northampton.  In  this  town  scarlet-fever  has  been  very 
“  general  throughout  the  year  ;  there  have  been  so  many 
“  cases  that  it  has  been  impossible  to  isolate  them  in  the 
“  hospital,  and  the  disease  has  spread  generally.  Our  villages 
“  are  many  of  them  so  close  to  the  town,  and  there  is  such 
“  free  intercourse  between  them  and  the  toAvn,  that  I  am 
‘‘  surprised  that  only  three  villages  have  suffered,  and  that 
“  the  others  have  escaped  so  entirely.  I  am  still  of  opinion 
“  that  we  should  be  able  to  more  thoroughly  limit  these 
“  diseases  if  we  had  an  isolation  hospital  to  which  we  could 
“  remove  the  first  cases.  In  the  Hardingstone  district  an 
“  epidemic  has,  I  feel  sure,  been  several  times  nipped  in  the 
“  bud  by  this  early  treatment,  but  in  this  district  we  can  do 
“  little  but  advise.  We  have  taken  all  the  means  we  can,  by 
distributing  handbills  with  advice  to  people  as  to  what 
“  means  to  take  to  limit  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  by 
“  freely  disinfecting  and  distributing  disinfectants  ;  but  I 
“  fear  such  advice  is  not  often  followed  or  the  disease  would 
“  not  have  spread  so  rapidly  as  it  has  done  in  the  villages  of 
“  Harpole  and  Bugbrooke.  The  epidemic  at  Dallington  was. 


fortunately,  strictly  limited.  One  child  living  in  a  court  at 
the  entrance  to  the  village  caught  the  disease  from  attending 
“  school  in  the  town,  and  it  spread  to  eleven  other  cases  in  the 
same  court.  By  keeping  the  schools  closed,  and  by  strictly 
“  ordering  the  children  in  the  court  not  to  mix  with  the 
other  village  children,  the  disease  quickly  died  out,  so  that 
“  I  think  our  advice  in  this  case  must  have  been  followed. 

“  Shortly  after,  another  case  occurred  again  in  a  child 
‘‘  attending  a  Northampton  school,  but  the  Hon.  C.  B.  Spencer 
“  most  kindly  offered  to  defray  all  expenses  if  this  case  could 
“  be  isolated,  so  I  took  the  child  at  once  into  the  Harding- 
“  stone  Isolation  Hospital,  and  no  other  case  caught  the 
“  infection — even  in  the  same  cottage.  This  again  emphasizes 
the  point  I  have  already  made  as  to  the  value  of  such 
“  hospitals.  That  our  advice  as  to  the  isolation  of  these  cases 
was  not  followed  in  Bugbrooke  we  have  had  tAVO  striking 
‘‘  examples.  In  two  cases  during  the  year  children  have  been 
“  discovered  running  about  the  village,  and  eA^en  attending 
‘‘  school,  during  the  peeling  stage.  In  the  first  case  a  prose- 
“  cution  Avas  undertaken  by  your  Council  and  a  fine  of  £1 
“  Avas  inflicted  by  the  County  Magistrates  ;  the  second  case 
“  has  only  just  occurred,  and  is  still  under  consideration  as 
“  to  AAdiether  any  prosecution  shall  be  enforced.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  limit  an  outbreak  of  this  disease  under  these 
“  conditions.” 

OUNDLE  Rural. — “  Buhvick  Avas  Ausited  by  a  severe 
“  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  March.  One  case  Avas  imported 
“  from  Wellingborough,  and  unfortunately  Avas  never  notified, 
“  but  was  sent  to  school  in  an  infectious  state.  When  I  heard 
“  of  it  the  disease  had  secured  a  firm  hold  among  the 
“  children.  The  School  Avas  at  once  closed  and  the  epidemic 
“  soon  subsided,  although  there  Avere  24  cases,  one  of  Avhich 
“  proved  fatal.  Tavo  very  mild  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  Avere 
“  reported  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Scarlet  Fever  has  been 
endemic  in  Nassington  for  a  long  time  and  again  appeared 
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“  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Two  cases  occurred  among 
“  the  schoolmaster’s  family.  I  advised  that  the  schoolmaster 
“  lodge  away  from  home  and  that  the  school  be  not  closed. 
“  Another  case  occurred  in  a  public  laundry,  which  was 
“  closed  for  six  weeks  by  the  advice  of  the  medical  attendant. 
“  A  third  case  occurred  in  the  Post  Office,  which  was  closed 
“  by  my  advice.  I  regard  these  three  cases  as  typical  ones 
“  where  our  Isolation  Hospital  would  have  proved  most 
“  useful.  As  no  cases  have  been  reported  for  the  last  nine 
“  months  I  hope  no  more  of  this  will  be  seen  in  Nassington, 
“  unless  it  be  imported  from  elsewhere.  One  case  of  Scarlet 
“  Fever  was  seen  at  Polebrook  which  was  successfully 
“  isolated.  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  seen  at  Yarwell, 
“  which  were  imported  from  Nassington.  A  man  who  was 
“  farm  servant,  residing  at  the  farm  house,  was  removed  to 
“  the  Isolation  Hospital  ;  this  proved  a  great  boon  to  his 
“  master  and  himself.  No  further  case  occurred  in  the 
“  house.” 


POTTERSPURY  Rural. — “  Thirty-one  cases  of  Scarlet- 
“  fever  were  notified — all  apparently  of  the  usual  mild  type, 
“  unattended  by  mortality,  and  generally  spread  by  unrecog- 
“  nised  cases  imported  into  the  district.  They  do  not  call  for 
“  any  special  comment.” 

Thrapston  Rural. — At  Thrapston,  “  A  few  cases  of 
“  Scarlatina  were  seen  in  October  and  November,  but  were 
confined  to  two  houses  only.”  At  Prigstock,  “  A  few  mild 
cases  of  Scarlatina  were  seen  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,” 
and  at  Woodford,  “  two  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  seen  at  the 
“  eml  of  the  year,  but  the  disease  has  not  spread.” 


Towcester  Rural. — “  Scarlet  Fever  5  cases  (all  in  one 
“  house)  at  Gayton,  2  at  Silverstone,  2  at  Blisworth,  and 
“  isolated  cases  at  Slapton,Whittlebury,  Tifheld,  and  Weston.” 
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Wellingbokough  Rural. — 128  cases  have  been 
reported.  .  .  with  one  death.  The  disease  was  brought 

“  to  the  village  ” — Earls  Barton — “  by  a  soldier  who  came 
“  direct  from  an  isolation  hospital.  A  week  afterwards  a  case 
“  was  reported  in  the  same  house.  A  visitor  from  Northamp- 
“  ton  at  Wilby  was  sent  to  Northampton  isolation  hospital; 
“  no  other  case  occurred.”  It  appears  also  that  the  disease 
spread  to  Hears  Ashby,  Wollaston,  and  Bozeat. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. -It 

is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  be  able  to  chronicle  a  continuance 
of  the  diminution  in  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  and  mem¬ 
branous  croup.  The  number  of  cases  for  the  year  1904  is  the 
lowest  in  nine  consecutive  years  in  the  county,  though  the 
death-rate  from  them  is  not  quite  the  lowest.  The  total 
numbers  for  the  year  1904  are  77  cases  with  19  deaths,  as 
against  85  cases  and  17  deaths  in  1903,  105  cases  and  20 
deaths  in  1902,  122  cases  and  39  deaths  in  1901,  172  cases 
and  38  deaths  in  1900,  119  cases  and  28  deaths  in  1899,  125 
cases  and  39  deaths  in  1898,  99  cases  and  27  deaths  in  1897, 
and  101  cases  and  21  deaths  in  1896.  The  figures  for  1904 
are  all  the  more  satisfactory,  as  pointing  to  a  less  marked 
general  distribution  of  the  disease,  when  it  is  noted  that  three 
outbreaks  in  as  many  villages  were  responsible  for  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  total  number  of  cases.  The  school-influence  on 
two  of  these  outbreaks — at  Pytchley  and  Holdenby — was  very 
marked.  But,  as  I  have  before  pointed  out,  it  is  not  so  satis¬ 
factory  to  find  so  great  a  disproportion  in  the  incidence  of 
this  disease  as  exists  between  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts 
of  the  County.  In  the  year  1904  the  incidence  on  the  urban 
population  was  at  the  rate  of  0‘24  per  1,000  of  population,  as 
against  0*30  per  1,000  in  1903,  and  on  the  rural  population  it 
was  0*45  per  1,000  of  population,  as  against  0'48  per  1,000  in 
1903  ;  while,  therefore,  the  actual  rates  for  the  year  1904  are 
more  favourable  than  in  the  preceding  year,  the  difference  of 
incidence  between  town  and  country  is  more  marked.  I 


57 


have  always  contended  that  greater  efforts  for  the  removal  of 
conditions  inimical  to  health  are  needed  in  the  more  rural 
districts  of  the  county,  and  the  foregoing  figures  are  at  least 
favourable  to  that  contention.  In  the  combined  Urban 
Districts  during  1904,  there  were  24  cases  with  8  deaths, 
while  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts  there  were  54  cases 
with  11  deaths.  These  mortalities  give  a  death-rate  of  33*3 
per  cent,  of  the  cases  in  the  Urban  Districts,  as  against  17*24 
per  cent,  in  1903,  of  20*3  per  cent  in  the  Rural  Districts,  as 
against  21-42  per  cent,  in  1903,  and  of  24*6  per  cent,  in  the 
Administrative  County,  as  against  20*0  per  cent,  in  1903. 

The  following  are  the  principal  references  in  the  Annual 
Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  regard  to 
this  disease  prevalence  ; 

Kettering  Urban. — “  In  the  town  there  were  10  cases 
“  of  Diphtheria  notified  ;  no  common  cause  could  be  dis- 
covered  for  these  cases.  .  .  5  of  these  were  fatal,  3  were 

removed  to  the  Hospital,  2  died.” 

OUNDLE  Urban. — “  The  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in 
the  Union.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “  Six  cases  have  been  notified  with  1 
death.” 

Wellingborough  Urban.— Of  the  6  cases  of  Diph¬ 
theria,  “  two  cases  were  probably  due  to  imperfect  sanitary 
‘‘  condition  of  drains,  1  from  direct  infection,  and  in  the 
other  3  cases  nothing  could  be  ascertained  regarding  the 
“  origin  of  infection.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — ‘‘  14  cases  were  notified  as  against 
34  for  1903  and  25  for  1902  ;  9  were  isolated  cases.  Of 
‘‘  these,  one  occurred  at  Holcot,  possibly  caused  by  insanitary 
condition  of  the  school-privies.  This  was  done  away  with, 
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“  and  the  schools  were  properly  connected  with  the  sewer 
“  and  W.C.’s  put  in.  One  occurred  at  Teeton,  dne  to  the 
“  W.C.  being  connected  directly  with  the  house.  The  W.C. 
“  was  disconnected.  One  occurred  at  Walgrave,  Avhere  the 
“  house  was  found  in  a  hltliy  condition  ;  the  house  was 
“  thoroughly  cleaned  and  white-washed.  One  case  occurred 
“  in  Brixworth,  probably  imported.  One  case  from  Pitsford 
“  was  of  a  very  doubtful  nature.  One  in  East  Haddon  was 
“  clearly  contracted  from  fowls  suffering  from  Roup  ;  the 
“  fowls  were  destroyed,  the  coops  lime-washed,  and  the- 
“  inhabitants  of  the  house  Avere  injected  AAuth  anti-toxin  as  a 
“  preA-entative.  Five  cases  occurred  at  Holdenby  at  A^arious 
“  dates  during  1904.  During  the  year  this  village  has  been 
“  subject  to  frequent  and  close  inspection.  Existing  A^enti- 
“  lating  shafts  liaA^e  been  heightened,  many  neAv  have  been 
“  put  in.  The  seAvers  in  the  Avhole  village  liaA-e  been  practi- 
“  cally  retrapped.  The  schools  have  seA^eral  times  been 
“  cleaned  and  disinfected.  A  separate  Avater  supply  has  been 
“  found  for  the  schools,  the  W.C.’s  of  which  are  flushed  daily, 
“  and  the  ashpits  of  the  same  Avej’e  made  small  and  properly 
“  covered  in.  The  village  seAvers  are  noAv  flushed  every  Aveek 
“  instead  of  fortnightly.  Many  ashpits  are  made  smaller  and 
“  covered  in.  Pigsties  close  to  houses  liaA^e  been  condemned, 
“  and  are  noAv  closed.  Membranous  Croup  — Two  cases 
“  occurred  in  a  new  house  at  Kingsthorpe,  in  AAdiich  a  pail 
“  closet  Avas  kept  in  a  dirty  condition  and  opened  almost  into 
“  the  kitchen,  and  the  sink  Avas  connected  to  a  large  tank 
‘‘  Avhich  Avas  not  ventilated  in  any  Avay.  The  closet  AA^as 
“  opened  from  the  yard  and  A-entilated  ;  the  seAvage  tank  and 
“  drain  Avere  properly  ventilated.” 

Daventey  Rural. — “The  three  cases  of  Diphtheria 
“  Avere  reported  from  Badby,  from  the  one  house,  and  all 
“  Avere  fatal.  I  traced  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  to  the  hrst 
“  patient  drinking  contaminated  Avater  out  of  a  ditch  at  the 
“  side  of  a  field.” 
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HardingstoNE  Rural. — “  The  case  of  Diphtheria 
“  occurred  in  the  cottages  connected  with  the  Hunsbnry  Hill 
“  Furnaces,  and,  on  investigation,  it  was  found  that  their  well 
“  had  failed,  and  not  only  the  cottages,  hut  the  men  working 
‘‘  at  the  furnaces  were  getting  their  supply  of  drinking  water 
“  from  anyAvhere  that  was  handy,  even  sending  for  it  to  the 
“  canal  close  by.  The  case  was  only  reported  last  month,  but 
“  the  proprietors  of  the  works  have  promised  temporarily  to 
“  cart  drinking  water  to  supply  all  these  parts,  and  to  at  once 
“  set  to  ^YOvk  to  find  a  fresh  and  pure  supply.  The  eight 
“  cases  of  croup  broke  out  at  Roade  where  5  children  Avere 
“  attacked,  and  the  malady  AA^as  traced  to  drinking  impure 
“  AA^ater  ;  tAAm  cases  happened  at  the  same  time  at  Courteen- 
“  hall,  but  they  had  been  in  contact  AAdth  these  first  cases,  so 
“  doubtless  caught  the  disease  from  them.  I  regret  to  say 
“  that  two  of  these  cases  proved  fatal.” 

Kettering  Rural. — ‘‘  Some  anxiety  Avas  caused  in  the 
“  month  of  January  by  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  at  Pytchley  ; 
“  this  village  having  been  attacked  in  a  similar  manner  in  the 
‘‘  year  1900.  The  first  case  appeared  to  take  the  disease  from 
“  being  engaged  in  carting  Avater  from  a  stagnant  pond.  It 
“  Avas  a  very  virulent  case,  and  proved  fatal  A^ery  shortly  after 
“  removal  to  Hospital.  Children  in  the  vicinity  of  this  man’s 
“  residence  AA^'ere  the  next  to  fall  of  the  disease,  Avhich  con- 
“  tinned  till  the  beginning  of  February,  AAdien  hopes  AA^ere 
“  entertained  that  the  outbreak  had  been  subdued  :  Imt  in 
“  April  a  single  case  occurred,  in  May  another,  in  June  3 
“  cases  Avere  notified,  ]  in  August,  and  1  (the  last)  in  October. 
“  The  Schools  Avere  closed  for  a  month  in  June,  and  eA^ery 
“  scholar  aaJio  attended  aftei*  the  re-opening  Avas  examined  on 
“  tAvo  or  three  separate  occasions  ;  all  the  children  aaJio  had 
“  not  perfectly  healthy  throats  Avere  not  alloAved  to  attend 
“  school  for  a  time  after  the  examinations  AA^ere  made.  Mr. 
“  Paget,  the  County  Medical  Officer,  kindly  gave  his  assistance 
‘‘  and  advice  after  making  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
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“  village.  Every  case  was  removed  to  the  Hospital,  and  the 
“  only  fatal  case  was  the  first  Avhich  occurred,  as  named 
“  above.  The  only  other  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at 
“  Stanion,  where  the  illness  did  not  spread.” 

Northampton  Rural.— ‘‘  Of  the  cases  of  diphtheria 
“  notified,  one  occurred  at  Kislingbury,  but  was  very  doubtful, 
“  and  the  medical  man  in  attendance  afterwards  stated  that 
‘‘  he  did  not  think  it  was  diphtheria.  Another  case  Avas 
“  notified  at  Bugbrooke,  where  the  yard  and  pigsties  were  in 
“  a  very  filthy  condition,  and  had  probably  contaminated  tho 
“  water  supply.  The  third  case  of  diphtheria  and  the  case  of 
“  membranous  croup  (fatal)  occurred  at  New  Duston,  in  two 
“  children  who  Avere  cousins  living  in  different  houses  there. 
“  The  first  case  Avas  traced  to  drinking  impure  Avater  into 
“  Avhich  a  drain  leaked,  but  by  cleaning  out  the  Avell,  bricking 
“  and  cementing  it  thoroughly,  a  remedy  seems  to  have  been 
“  found.  The  second  child  Avas  an  infant  at  the  breast,  and 
“  had  visited  the  other  one,  so  Ave  can  only  suppose  that  it 
“  caught  the  disease  directly  from  it.” 

OXENDON  Rural.— Of  tAvo  cases  of  Diphtheria,  one  “  Avas 
“  probably  contracted  elsewhere.” 

POTTERSPURY  RURAL. — “  Tavo  cases  Avere  notified  ;  one 
“  at  Grafton,  and  the  other  at  Old  Stratford,  both  due  to 
“  untrapped  foul  drains,  Avhich  haA-e  been  rectified.” 

Towcester  Rural.— “  The  2  cases  of  Diphtheria  Avere 
“  at  Stoke  Bruerne  and  Blakesley.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — Six  cases  have  been  notified 
— four  in  the  “  Earls  Barton  district  and  tAvo  in  the  Higham 
“  Ferrers  district,  Avith  tAvo  deaths.” 

Enteric  Fever.— Though  Avell  below  the  average  for 
the  preceding  eight  years,  the  number  of  cases  of  enteric- 
fever  during  the  year  1904  Avas  higher  than  in  either  of  the 


61 


years  1903  and  1902.  There  was,  however,  only  one  serious 
epidemic  of  the  disease,  and  that  was  in  the  Finedon  Urban 
District,  though  the  numbers  of  cases  in  the  Wellingborough 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts  seem  to  be  larger  than  they  should 
be.  The  portion  of  the  latter  district  which  was  most  affected 
Avas  the  Earls  Barton  division,  but  the  explanation  for  such 
prevalence  does  not  appear.  Among  the  Urban  Districts,  the 
Boroughs  of  Brackley,  Daventry,  and  Higham  Ferrers, 
Oundle,  and  Rothwell  have  no  record  of  cases  of  the  disease, 
and  the  same  is  noticeable  of  the  Brackley,  Crick,  Easton-on- 
the-Hill,  Gretton,  Middleton  Cheney,  Oundle,  and  Oxendon 
Rural  Districts.  In  the  year  1904,  the  number  of  "cases  of 
Enteric  Fever  notified  in  the  Administrative  County  was  132, 
as  against  102  cases  in  the  year  1903,  121  cases  in  1902,  276 
cases  in  1901,  144  cases  in  1900,  287  cases  in  1899,  226  cases 
in  1898,  143  cases  in  1897,  and  303  cases  in  1896.  The  cases 
during  1904  numbered  90  in  the  combined  Urban  Districts, 
and  42  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts,  as  against  (kband  39 
respectively  in  the  year  1903.  The  total  number  of  deaths 
from  the  disease  was  19,  as  against  1.5  in  the  year  1903.  Of 
these  deaths,  11,  or  12*2  per  cent,  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the 
Urban  Districts,  and  8,  or  19*0  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  in  the 
Rural  Districts.  The  combined  death-rate  for  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  County  was  14-4  per  cent,  of  the  total  cases,  as  against 
14-7  per  cent,  in  the  year  1903. 

The  following  references  to  the  prevalence  of  this  disease 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  : — 

Desborough  Urban. — “  The  cases  of  Enteric  Fever 
“  notified  were  7  as  compared  with  37  for  1903.  One  of  these 
“  unhappily  proved  fatal.  Four  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the 
“  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  the  others  in  June  and  July. 
“  After  the  latter  month,  and  during  that  season  of  the  year 
“  when  Typhoid  Fever  does  most  abound,  we  had  a  clean  bill 
“  of  health  as  regards  that  disease.” 
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FinedoN  Urban. — “  During  the  past  year,  with  the 
“  exception  of  the  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever,  the  Public 
‘‘  Health  has  been  good.  Thirty-eight  cases  of  Enteric  Eever 
‘‘  were  reported,  and  four  deaths  occurred.  I  presented 
“  special  reports  to  you  during  the  epidemic.  The  outbreak 
“  was  without  doubt  due,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  to  the 
“  drinking  of  water  contaminated  with  sewage  matter.  A  few 
“  of  the  cases  were  contact  cases.  The  water  of  the  wells 
“  suspected  was  forbidden  to  be  used  for  domestic  purposes.. 
“  The  services  of  a  trained  Nurse  were  obtained,  and  funds 
“  for  payment  of  the  same  provided,  by  the  Committee  of  the 
old  Nursing  Association.  To  the  thorough  and  conscientious 
“  way  in  which  the  Nurse  performed  her  duties  is  due  the 
smallness  of  the  death-rate  from  Zymotic  Disease.” 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH  URBAN.— “  Six  cases  were  notified 
“  during  the  year.  The  first  case  occurred  in  a  girl  living 
“  with  her  parents  in  Central  Estate.  No  cause  could  be 
“  assigned,  and  no  other  member  of  the  family  fell  of  it.  The 
“  other  5  cases  occurred  in  December  amongst  the  members 
of  one  family  living  in  High  Street  East.  The  house  is  one 
“  of  a  detached  block  of  5,  and  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  is 
“  at  present  inexplicable.  The  drainage  was  found  to  be 
“  satisfactory,  and  the  water  was  obtained  from  a  well  which 
“  regularly  supplies  at  least  six  other  families.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “  Eleven  cases  only  of  Typhoid 
“  Fever  were  notified  during  the  past  year  ;  these  had  no 
“  common  cause.  .  .  3  of  these  cases  were  fatal,  7  of  these 
“  cases  Avere  remoA^ed  to  the  Hospital,  1  of  Avhich  Avas  fatal. 

“  .  .  .  The  gradual  diminution  in  cases  of  this  illness  is 

“  A^ery  satisfactory.” 

Raunds  Urban. — “  With  the  exception  of  the  case  of 
“  Enteric  FeA^er  Avith  Pneumonia,  Ave  had  no  deaths  from 
“  Infectious  Disease  during  the  year.” 
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Rushden  Urban. — “  There  have  been  hve  cases  notified 
with  no  death.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — ‘‘  There  were  22  cases 
“  notified  ;  of  these,  8  arose  from  imperfect  hygienic  con- 
“  ditions  in  the  personal  snrroundings  of  the  patients,  1  from 
“  drinking  impure  water  obtained  from  the  brook  in  the 
“  Castle  Meadows,  6  were  subsequent  cases,  1  Avas  imported, 
“  and  for  the  remainder  there  Avas  no  apparent  cause.  Six- 
“  teen  cases  Avere  notified  in  the  three  months  of  September, 
“  October,  and  November,  and  none  in  December,  the  rest 
Avere  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year.” 

BrixwORTH  Rural. — “  Six  cases  Avere  notified  as  against 
“  2  for  last  year.  One  at  Holdenby  Avas  at  the  South  Lodge, 
“  where  the  extensive  farm-yard  drains  and  those  of  the  house 
Avere  A^entilated  by  a  single  shaft  about  feet  above  a  bed- 
“  room  Avindow  and  Avhere  there  Avas  a  strong  in- draught.  This 
“  shaft  Avas  carried  upAvards  for  10  feet,  and  another  put  in  at 
“  the  upper  level  of  the  drainage,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
“  house.  A  large  inspection  chamber  Avas  made  where  the 
house  and  yard  drains  join,  Avith  a  proper  air-inlet.  One 
“  case  Avas  at  Harlestone  Rectory,  Avhere  again  structural 
“  defects  Avere  found  to  the  ventilation  of^the  sewers.  These 
“  Avere  at  once  put  in  order.  One  case  Avas  at  BrixAvorth,  Avhere 
“  no  defects  could  be  traced.  The  other  3  cases  occurred  at 
“  Moulton.  1.  Boy  aged  13  years,'  said  to  have  di’unk 
“  unAvholesome  Avater  at  the  farm  on  Avhich  he  Avorks  ;  others 
“  Avere  known  to  drink  the  Avater.  On  seeking  for  a  further 
“  cause,  I  discovered  that  the  sink  and  yard  drains  passed 
“  directly  under  the  kitchen  to  the  main  seAver  a  feAv  yards 
distant  from  the  house,  and  that  the  seAver  Avas  in  no  Avay 
“  disconnected  from  the  house-drains.  A  disconnecting 
“  chamber  Avas  put  doAvn,  and  the  drains  ventilated  by  air- 
shafts.  2.  Reported  from  the  house  next  to  Case  1.  Here 
again  there  Avas  no  disconnection  between  the  main  sewer 
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“  and  yard  drains,  which  were  close  to  and  alcove  the  level  of 
“  the  sewer.  The  same  treatment  to  drains  was  carried  out. 
“  3.  At  Moulton  Grange  Gardens,  where  much  nionej^  had 
“  evidently  been  spent  in  putting  down  drains  leading  to 
tank,  but  in  which  ventilation  had  been  omitted.  Venti- 
“  lating  shafts  were  erected.’' 

Daventey  Rural. — “  The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was 
“  reported  from  Weedon,  and  recovered.” 

Hardingstonb  Rural. — “  The  case  of  enteric-fever 
“  was  reported  from  Hardingstone,  and  was  due  to  the  patient 
“  drinking  impure  water  from  a  surface  well  in  her  garden. 
“  There  was  not  the  least  necessity  for  drinking  such  water, 
“  in  fact,  all  the  people  in  Hardingstone  have  been  warned  not 
“  to  drink  from  their  surface  wells  as  a  good  supply  of  water 
“  is  laid  on  in  this  village,  and  there  was  a  tap  within  a  very 
“  few  yards  of  this  cottage.  On  the  other  hand  I  do  not  like 
“  to  close  such  wells,  as  they  are  of  unquestionable  use  in 
“  augmenting  our  supply  if  used  for  cleaning  and  flushing 
“  purposes  only,  and  in  the  case  of  a  dry  summer  it  might 
“  not  be  possible  to  do  without  them.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “Four  notiflcations  of  Typhoid 
“  Fever  only  were  received  :  2  from  Geddington,  2  from 
“  Burton  Latimer  ;  all  of  these  were  removed  to  the  Hospital, 
“  3  recovered,  and  1  from  Burton  Latimer  died.” 

Northampton  Rural. — “Excluding  two  cases  of 
“  enteric-fever  at  Berry  Wood  Asylum,  seven  cases  were 
“  notified.  Three  of  these  cases  occurred  at  separate  times  in 
“  Old  Duston,  and  the  other  four  broke  out  simultaneously  at 
“  Bugbrooke.  The  first  case  at  Bugbrooke  had  been  working 
“  at  Broughton,  near  Kettering,  and  probably  contracted  the 
“  disease  there,  as  there  were  cases  in  that  village.  The  other 
“  three  cases  resided  in  the  same  yard  as  the  first  man,  and 
“  the  water  in  this  yard  on  analysis  was  found  to  be  very 
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“  impure.  Of  the  Dnston  cases,  the  hrst,  which  was  un- 
“  fortunately  quickly  fatal,  occurred  iu  a  young  man  who  had 
“  just  come  to  live  in  a  small  house  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
“  Tillage,  and  who  was  employed  at  Berry  Wood  Asylum.  On 
“  analysis,  the  water  supply  of  this  house  was  found  very  im- 
“  pure,  and  the  well  was  ordered  to  be  closed.  The  second 
“  case  fell  ill  a  very  short  time  after  hei*  return  from  a 
‘‘  holidav  at  Llandudno,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
“  disease  was  contracted  there,  as  the  Avater  supply  was  found 
“  to  be  good  and  there  were  no  other  cases  in  the  surrounding 
“  cottages.  The  third  case  in  Dnston  was  pretty  clearly  traced 
“  to  drinking  contaminated  rain-water,  which  was  collected 
“  in  an  underground  tank  into  which  there  had  been  leakage 
“  from  a  defective  drain  pipe.  There  was  not  the  least 
“  occasion  for  such  water  to  be  used  for  drinking,  as  there 
“  was  a  good  pump  supply  within  easy  reach.” 

POTTERSPURY  RURAL. — “  One  case  notified,  viz.  at 
“  Potterspury,  on  the  9th  January,  a  continuation  of  the  out- 
“  break  in  December  (see  report  for  1903),  due  to  a  highly 
“  polluted  well.  Fortunately  the  outbreak  was  limited  to 
“  four  cases,  namely,  three  at  Potterspury,  and  one  which 
“  developed  in  London.  The  well  has  been  closed,  as  it  was 
“  found  impossible  to  preA^ent  contamination,  owing  to  its 
“  situation  and  surroundings.” 

ThrapstoN  Rural. — At  Brigstock,  there  Avas  seen  “  one 
“  case  of  Enteric  Fever  in  October.” 

Towcester  Rural. — “  Of  the  5  cases  of  Enteric  Fever 
“  4  occurred  at  Abthorpe  Avhere  it  was  imported  from  Earls 
‘‘  Barton  by  a  Avoman  who  had  been  nursing  her  son  who 
“  died  of  the  disease.  The  other  one  was  a  boy  at  Blisworth 
“  Avho  Avas  employed  on  a  canal  boat  and  Avho  Avas  in  the 
“  habit  of  being  10  or  12  days  at  a  time  aAvay  from  home — it 
“  Avas  not  discoverable  in  this  case  hoAv  the  disease  had  been 
“  contracted.” 
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Wellingborough  Rural. — 13  cases  have  been  re¬ 
ported  12  in  the  Earls  Barton  district  and  one  in  the 
Highain  1  errers  district,  with  three  deaths,  all  of  which 
Avere  in  the  Earls  Barton  district.” 

Puerperal  Fever. — The  nuinl)e]*  of  cases  of 
pnerperal-fever  during  the  year  1*.)()4  was  rather  greater  than 
foi  some  years  past  ;  but  I  have  2iot,  except  in  one  instance, 
been  able  to  attribute  a  case  to  inefficiency  on  the  part  of  a 
midwife,  and,  in  the  case  of  the  exception,  the  person 
employed  was  not  a  certified  midwife.  In  the  case  of  two 
midwives,  however,  I  considered  it  advisable  to  recommend 
abstention  from  practice  for  a  fe^v  weeks,  and  this  wxis 
liromptly  acted  upon.  The  total  number  of  cases  in  the 
Administrative  County  was  15  with  9  deaths,  as  against  7 
cases  and  3  deaths  in  the  year  1903,  8  cases  and  3  deaths  in 
1902,  4  cases  and  no  deaths  in  1901,  and  13  cases  and  7  deaths 
in  1900.  The  early  reports  of  District  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  on  cases  occurring  in  the  ^luictice  of  Mid  wives  have 
proved  exceedingly  useful. 

hhe  following  remarks  on  cases  have  appeared  in  the 
Annual  Reports  : — 

Daventry  Borough.  There  was  one  case  of  Puerperal 
Fever,  which  recovered. 

Brixworth  Rural. — “  One  case,  said  to  have  been 
caused  by  a  dirty  attendant.  She  has  been  warned  not  to 
attend  further  cases.” 

Daventry  Rural.— “  The  case  of  Puerperal  Fever 
occuri’ed  in  Long  Buckby,  and  proved  fatal.” 

Hardingstone  Rural.— “  The  case  of  puerperal-fever 
“  occuri'ed  at  Milton,  and,  unfortunately,  was  quickly  fatal 
from  hyperpyrexia.  She  was  attended  by  a  doctor,  and  th^ 
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“  disease  did  not  spread.  No  case  of  puerperal-fever  attended 
“  by  a  midwife  has  been  notified  during  the  year.  .  .  As 

“  we  have  a  most  efficient  Disinfector,  any  case  can  be  at  once 
“  treated  should  such  arise.’' 

Kettering  Rural. — “  Four  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever 
“  occurred  :  3  at  Burton,  and  1  at  a  lodge  near  Warkton  :  3 
“  of  these  unfortunately  proved  fatal.” 

Northampton  Rural. — “  The  case  of  puerperal-fever 
“  arose  at  Bugbrooke,  and  was  attended  in  her  confinement 
“  by  the  doctor  there.  No  other  case  has  been  notified,  and 
‘‘  no  case  of  puerperal-fever  attended  by  a  midwife  has  at 
“  present  l)een  notified  in  this  district.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “There  have  been  two 
“  cases  reported,  with  one  death.” 

Erysipelas. — There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
notifications  in  this  disease  during  1904  as  compared  with 
recent  past  years  :  there  was  also  a  slightly  increased  mor¬ 
tality.  I  hazarded  the  suggestion  in  my  report  for  1903, 
when  the  number  of  cases  seemed  to  be  unduly  large,  that 
the  increased  incidence  might  have  been  associated  with  the 
extremely  unfavourable  climatic  conditions  of  that  year.  The 
circumstances  of  the  year  1904  do  not  lend  themselves  in 
suppoi't  of  that  suggestion  ;  but  I  am  more  inclined  to  regard 
the  continued  depression  of  trade,  with  its  inevitable  con¬ 
sequences  on  the  well-being  of  the  community,  as  a  more 
probable  predisposing  cause  for  the  development  of  the 
disease  under  conditions  the  effects  of  which  might  have  been 
more  readily  resisted  b}^  a  well-nourished  body.  It  is  at  least 
noticeable  and  significant  that  over  34‘0  per  cent,  of  the  total 
cases  occurred  in  the  Urban  Distj’icts  of  Kettering  and 
Wellingborough,  where  the  depression  of  trade  has  been 
severe.  There  were  in  all  247  cases  notified  in  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  County  during  the  year  1904  with  6  deaths — two 
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being  unde]*  five  years  of  age as  against  201)  cases  and  4 
deaths  iii  1903,  18/  cases  and  G  deaths  in  1902,  146  cases  and 
5  deaths  in  1901,  and  165  cases  and  4  deaths  in  the  year  1900. 
The  distribution  of  the  cases  and  deaths  was  as  follows  : — in 
the  combined  Urban  Districts  there  were  120  cases  and  3 
deaths,  and  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts  127  cases  and  3 
deaths.  The  percentage  case-mortality  for  the  combined 
Urban  Districts  was  2-5  as  against  0*0  in  1903,  3T9  in  1902, 
7-57  in  1901,  and  5*79  in  1900,  while  in  the  combined  Rural 


Districts  it  was  2-3,  as  against  3-36  in  1903,  3*22  in  1902,  and 
0  0  in  1901  and  1900.  For  the  Avhole  Administrative  County 
the  mortality  was  2’4  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  as  against  1‘91 
for  the  year  1903,  and  3-2  for  1902. 


MgRsIgs.  The  extent  to  which  Measles  prevailed  in 
the  County  during  the  year  1904  does  not  appear  to  have 
differed  greatly  from  what  was  experienced  in  the  preceding 
year  ;  but  the  amount  of  mortality  was  rather  less  than  in 
1903.  Mortality  is  only  recorded  in  two  of  the  Url)an  Dis¬ 
tricts— Kettering  and  Rushden— and  five  of  the  Rural 
Districts— Brackley,  Brixworth,  Hardingstone,  Potterspury, 
and  Wellingborough.  The  total  number  of  deaths  in  these 
seven  districts  was  24,  as  against  30  in  eight  districts  in  1903, 19 
in  eight  districts  in  1902,  and  32  in  sixteen  districts  in  1901. 
In  the  year  1904  there  were  10  deaths,  all  under  five  years  of 
age,  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  14  deaths,  of  which  11  were 
under  five  years  of  age,  in  the  Rural  Districts.  As  I  have 
before  pointed  out,  the  mortality  from  measles  is  most  coni- 
monlj'  due  to  want  of  care  in  keeping  the  patients  from  too 
early  exposure  to  cold,  as  a  consequence  of  which  lung  and 
other  complications  are  liable  to  supervene  on  an  already 
debilitated  constitution. 


The  following  references  to  the  prevalence  of  this 
disease  are  to  be  found  in  the  Reports  of  the  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  : — 


Ketteeing  Ueban. — “  Measles  has  been  somewhat 
“  prevalent  tw^o  or  three  times  during  the  year,  many  of  the 
“  cases  were  slight  ones,  but  9  deaths  were  certihed  as  caused 
“  by  this  disease.” 

Rushden  Ueban.— “  Measles— not  notifiable,  has  caused 
“  1  death.” 

Beixwoeth  Rueal. — “  Measles  have  been  prevalent 
“  during  the  past  year  in  the  villages  of  Walgrave,  and  Old, 
“  where  the  National  Schools  were  closed  for  some  weeks.” 

Daventey  Rueal. — “  Outbreaks  of  Measles  occurred 
“  during  the  year  in  Staverton,  Braunston,  and  Ashby  St. 
‘‘  Ledgers,  but  no  case  proved  fatal.” 

Haedingstone  Rueal. — “  The  Schools  at  Wootton  and 
“  Quinton  have  been  closed  on  account  of  an  epidemic  of 
“  measles  at  these  two  villages.  I  regret  to  say  that  the 
“  epidemic  Avas  a  very  severe  one,  and  two  deaths  were  regis- 
“  tered  from  it,  or  twice  as  many  deaths  from  this  as  from 
“  scarlet-fever,  though  there  were  jnany  more  cases  of  the 
“  latter.  There  is  no  doubt  that  measles  lately  has  been  a 
“  more  intracta])le  disease  than  scarlet-feAxr,  and  this  fact  has 
“  been  noted  in  other  sanitary  districts.” 

Towcestee  Rueal. — “  Measles  Avas  preA^alent  during 
May,  June,  July,  September,  and  October,  but  as  ‘  notification’ 
is  not  required,  and  as  in  many  cases  medical  aid  is  not 
“  sought  it  is  impossible  to  give  numbers.”  No  death  was 
attributed  to  this  disease  during  the  year. 

Wellingboeough  Rueal. — “  Measles,  not  notifiable, 
“  has  caused  tAvo  deaths,  both  in  the  Finedon  district. 

“  In  May  an  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred  at  HarroAvden,  and 
‘‘  the  schools  were  closed  for  four  weeks.” 
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Rotheln,  or  German  Measles.— Mention  is 
made  of  this  disease  for  the  first  time  in  nine  years  in  the 
Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  It  is  a 
disease  which  does  not  nsnally  cause  mortality,  and  none  is 
attributed  to  it  in  this  County  during  the  year  1904  ;  but  the 
following  references  will  show  the  extent  to  which  the 
disease  has  prevailed 

Dayentry  Borough.  —  “  One  case  of  ‘  German 
“  Measles,’  ”  but  it  recovered. 

IrthlingbOROUGH  Urban. — “  In  January,  a  few  cases 
“  of  German  Measles  appeared  amongst  school  children,  and 
“  during  the  first  fortnight  of  February  the  disease  became  so 
“  prevalent  that  I  felt  jnstihed  in  recommending  the  closure 
“  of  the  Schools  from  February  14th  for  2  weeks.  This  had 
“  the  desired  effect,  and  by  the  end  of  the  month  the 
“  epidemic  amongst  children  had  ceased,  and  the  schools 
“  were  opened  with  an  average  attendance.  The  disease  then 
“  began  to  affect  the  adult  portion  of  the  population,  and 
“  people  of  all  ages  were  attacked.  The  symptoms  were 
“  much  more  severe  than  in  children,  but  no  deaths  took  place 
“  amongst  either  class.” 

OUNDLE  Urban. — “  There  was  an  epidemic  of  German 
“  Measles  in  June  and  July,  but  it  was  only  of  a  very  mild 
“  nature.” 

OXENDON  Rural. — “  An  epidemic  of  German  Measles 
“  at  Oxendon.” 

Chicken  Pox. — As  in  the  case  of  Rotheln,  there  was 
no  mortalitv  from  this  disease,  and  the  extent  to  which  it 
prevailed  appears  to  have  been  even  less  : — 

Dayentry  Borough. — “  One  case  of  Chicken-pox  ” 
came  under  notice,  but  it  recovered. 
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Daventry  Rural. — “An  outbreak  of  Chicken-pox 
“  was  reported  to  me  at  Stowe-nine-Chnrches  during  March.” 

Whooping"  Coug'h.  — The  number  of  deaths  from 
this  disease  in  the  whole  Administrative  County  dnring  the 
year  1904  amounted  to  40,  or  exactly  the  same  number  as  in 
the  year  1903,  and  as  against  04  in  the  year  1902,  29  in  1901, 
and  40  in  1900.  There  were  21  deaths  in  the  combined 
Urban  Districts,  of  which  19  Avere  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age,  and  19  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts  all  of 
which  Avere  of  children  under  fiA^e  years  of  age. 

The  folloAAdng  particulars  as  to  the  prevalence  of  this 
disease  are  to  be  found  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  : — 

Daventry  Borough. — “  A  feAA^  cases  of  Avhooping- 
“  cough  ”  came  under  notice,  but  no  deaths  therefrom. 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — There  Avere  two  deaths, 
“  both  of  children,  and  due  to  Avhooping-cough,  which  was 
“  very  prevalent  during  the  early  part  of  the  year.” 

I 

Finedon  Urban. — “  Whooping  Cough  Avas  someAvhat 
“  prevalent  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  year,  and  accounted 
“  for  four  of  the  deaths.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “Whooping-cough — not  notifiable, 
■“  has  caused  7  deaths.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “Whooping  Cough  in  epidemic 
“  form  Avas  severe  in  Creaton,  BrixAvorth,  Old,  and  Walgrave. 
“  The  Creaton  Schools  Avere  closed  for  three  Aveeks.” 

Daventry  Rural. — “  Outbreaks  of  Whooping  Cough 
occurred  in  Hellidon,  Catesby,  and  Braunston,  during  the 
“  year  ;  four  fatal  cases  being  registered  at  Braunston,  and 
“  one  at  Catesby.” 
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Kettering  Rural. — “  Whooping-cough  has  proved 
“  fatal  ill  2  cases  only,  1  at  Weekley,  1  at  Great  Oakley.’' 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — “There  has  been  an 
“  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  in  the  villages  of  Upper  and 
“  Lower  Boddington  since  autumn.” 

OXENDON  Rural. — “  A  large  outbreak  of  Whooping- 
“  cough  at  Braybrooke.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “Whooping  Cough  has 
“  caused  four  deaths,  all  being  in  the  Higham  Ferrers  dis- 
“  trict.  .  .  In  April  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Whooping 

“  Cough  at  Little  Irchester,  necessitating  the  closure  of  the 
“  schools  for  a  month.” 

Diarrhcea. — Diarrhoea  was  a  more  fatal  disease  during 
1904  than  in  the  four  preceding  years,  and  the  marked  in¬ 
crease  over  the  two  immediately  preceding  years  is  probably 
accounted  for  by  the  greater  summer  heat  of  1904.  There 
were  in  all  57  deaths  from  this  disease  in  the  wdiole  Admin¬ 
istrative  County,  as  against  28  deaths  in  the  year  1903,  22  in 
1902,  50  in  1901,  52  in  1900,  102  in  1899,  87  in  1898,  77  in 
1897,  and  47  in  189G.  Of  the  deaths  during  the  year  1904,  4,4 
occurred  in  the  combined  Urban  Districts,  of  which  all  but 
two  were  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  14  in  the 
combined  Rural  Districts,  of  which  all  but  one  were  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age.  The  fatality  of  the  disease 
was,  therefore,  greater  .in  the  Urban  than  in  the  Rural  Dis¬ 
tricts,  and  in  Kettering  and  Wellingborough  more  than  else¬ 
where. 

The  following  are  brief  references  to  the  subject  : — 

DesboROUGH  Urban. — “Although  Diari4ioea  was  not 
“  prevalent  to  any  great  extent  it  was  responsible  for  one 
“  death.” 
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IrthlingboROUGH  Urban. — “  Infantile  Diarrhoea  was 
“  exceedingly  prevalent  during  August  and  September,  but 
“  no  deaths  took  place.  It  is  rather  remarkable  and  note- 
worthy,  that  no  death  from  Diarrhoea  has  occurred  during 
“  the  last  3  years.” 

t' 


Inf  1  uenza.— -There  were  24  deaths  from  epidemic 
influenza  in  the  whole  Administrative  County  during  the 
year  1904,  as  against  35  deaths  in  the  year  1903.  Of  these  24 
deaths,  10  occurred  in  the  combined  Urban  Districts,  one 
being  of  a  child  under  five  years  of  age,  and  14  occurred  in 
the  combined  Rural  Disti*icts,  of  which  one  also  was  of  a 
child  under  five  years  of  age.  The  greatest  amount  of  mor¬ 
tality — more  than  one  fourth  of  the  whole — fell  on  the 
Borough  of  Daventry  ;  but  the  disease  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  as  severe  in  other  parts  of  the  county. 

The  following  references  to  the  subject  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  ; — 

Br ACKLEY  Borough. — “  At  the  end  of  the  year  an 
“  epidemic  of  influenza  was  prevalent.” 

Daventry  Borough. — “  Of  the  other  infectious  diseases, 
“  influenza  has  occasioned  the  most  trouble  and  has  caused  7 
“  deaths  or  one  more  than  for  1903.” 

DesboROUGH  Urban. — “  Cases  of  Influenza  cropped  up 
“  more  or  less  throughout  the  year,  and  although  responsible 
‘‘  for  a  good  deal  of  suffering  caused  no  death.” 

Towcester  Rural. — “  Influenza,  though  prevalent  in 
“  March,  April,  October,  and  December,  during  the  rest  of  the 
“  year  was  sporadic,  and,  on  the  whole,  of  a  mild  type.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “  Influenza  has  caused  one 
“  death  between  25  and  (75  years,  in  the  Higham  Ferrers  dis- 
“  trict.” 
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Isolation  Hospitals  and  Disinfection. 

Attention  is  still  being  given  by  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  to  the  question  of  hospital  accommodation,  though  I 
am  not  able  to  record  any  decisions  to  supply  such  in  districts 
which  are  without  it.  The  scheme  for  a  Joint  Hospital  for 
the  Rugby  Districts,  in  which  the  Crick  Rural  District  is  to 
join,  has  been  advanced  another  step,  and  the  new  hospital 
for  the  Oundle  Rural  District  has  come  into  use.  I  am,  how¬ 
ever,  more  concerned  that  every  District  should  be  provided 
with  efficient  means  for  the  satisfactory  disinfection  of 
clothing,  as  the  absence  of  such  provision  renders  it  extremely 
difficult  to  control  the  spread  of  infectious  disease.  Moreover, 
the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  place  the  responsi¬ 
bility  on  the  local  district  council  of  providing  against  the 
spread  of  puerperal  fever  by  the  stoving  of  the  non-washable 
clothing  of  a  midwife.  I  am  satisfied  that  enough  attention 
to  this  subject  of  disinfection  of  clothing  has  not  been  given 
by  many  of  the  District  Councils  of  the  County,  and  that  they 
should  no  longer  delay  in  making  the  provision  indicated, 
without  delay,  in  the  interests  of  their  respective  communi¬ 
ties. 


The  following  extracts  from  the  Reports  of  the  Distiact 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  of  interest  : — 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough.— Referring  to  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  dealing  with  convalescing  cases  of  scarlet-fever,  “  I 
must  again  remind  you  that  we  still  labour  under  the  great 
“  disadvantage  of  having  no  means  of  properly  dealing  with 
infected  clothing,  which  is  the  most  frequent  means  by 
which  this  disease  is  spread.” 

DesBOROUGH  Urban. — The  Isolation  Hospital  for 
Small  Pox  stands  ready  for  the  reception  of  any  case  that 
might  occur,  but,  fortunately,  hitherto  it  has  not  been  found 
necessary  to  make  use  of  it.”  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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also  says,  in  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever,  “  It 
“  is  on  occasions  such  as  this  when  combative  efforts  are 
“  directed  against  an  infections  disease  such  as  Scarlet  Fever 
“  that  the  need  of  a  Steam  Disinfector  and  a  Hospital  for  the 
“  proper  treatment  and  isolation  of  cases  becomes  sorely  felt.’^ 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH  URBAN.— The  need  of  an  Isolation 
Hospital  was  prominenth^  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Urban 
Council  b^"  the  extensive  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever.  The 
Council  considered  that  the  time  was  not  suitable  for  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  the  matter,  for  reasons  presumably  which  may 
be  found  in  the  following  extract  from  the  report  : — “  The 
“  most  important  function  served  by  an  Isolation  Hospital  is 
“  that  of  the  isolation  of  the  first  case  or  two  of  an  infectious 
“  disease,  with  a  view  of  preventing  its  further  spread.  It  is 
“  not  intended  for  the  housing  of  the  sick  wholesale.  I  am 
“  strongly  of  opinion  that  in  many  instances  a  proper  Isolation 
“  Hospital  would  be  found  most  serviceable  in  checking  the 
“  spread  of  infectious  disease.  But,  owing  to  the  depressed 
“  state  of  trade  generally,  and  the  already  high  and  increasing 
“  rates,  the  present  time  is,  I  am  afraid,  not  very  opportune 
“  for  bringing  the  matter  prominently  forward.  .  .  Before 

“  leaving  the  subject  I  need  hardly  remind  the  Council  that 
“  no  provision  has  yet  been  made  for  the  isolation  of  Small 
“  Pox  cases.  Yaccination  and  re-vaccination  would  have  to 
^  be  general  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  such  provisions.  As 
“  several  beds  have  had  to  be  destroyed  during  the  year — and 
“  replaced  l)y  the  Council — I  would  again  strongly  recom- 
“  mend  the  purchase  of  a  Thresh's  Emergency  Disinfector. 
“  One  or  two  of  the  neighbouring  Councils  might  be  found 
‘‘  willing  to  join  in  the  purchase.’' 

Kettering  Urban  and  Rural. — “  The  Joint  Isolation 
“  Hospitals  of  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  have  again 
“  proved  to  ])e  of  the  greatest  service,  and  although  with  regard 
“  to  the  speedy  extinction  of  infectious  illness,  the  Rural 
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District  appears  to  benefit  more  decidedly  than  the  Urban, 
“  it  must  never  be  forgotten  that  the  relatives  of  those  who 
“  nse  it  are  at  once  set  free  from  the  irksome  isolation,  and 
avoidance  of  others,  which  would  necessarily  take  place  if 
‘‘  the  sick  persons  had  remained  at  home.  On  January  1st, 
“  1904,  7  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  remained  in  the  Hospitals. 
During  the  year  89  cases  were  admitted  from  the  Urban 
District.  Out  of  this  number  78  were  Scarlet  Fever,  all  of 
“  which  recovered  ;  7  were  Typhoid  Fevei*,  1  of  which  proved 
“  fatal  ;  3  were  Diphtheria,  1  of  which  proved  fatal  ;  1  was 
Erysipelas,  removed  from  the  General  Hospital.  From  the 
‘‘  Rural  District  31  cases  were  admitted  :  12  from  Pytchley, 
“  11  Diphtheria,  1  Scarlet  Fever  ;  9  from  Burton,  7  Scarlet 
Fever,  2  Typhoid  Fever  ;  4  from  Geddington,  2  Scarlet 
Fever,  2  Typhoid  Fever  ;  6  froin  Stanion,  all  Scarlet  Fever. 
“  On  December  31st,  1904,  24  cases  remained  under  treat- 
“  ment,  all  Scarlet  Fever  cases.  The  total  number  of  cases 
admitted  to  the  Hospitals  during  the  year  was  120,  4  of 
“  which  proved  fatal,  2  Diphtheria,  2  Typhoid  Fever.” 

OUNDLE  Urban. — “  Our  freedom  from  zvmotic  disease 
is  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  excellence  of  our  water 
supply  and  seAverage.  We  are,  however,  liable  to  get 
epidemics  imported  into  the  district,  and  1  trust  our  Council 
“  will  consider  the  question  of  isolation,  and  I  hope  some 
“  means  may  be  found  whereby  Ave  can  join  the  Rural  Dis- 
trict  in  the  management  and  use  of  their  Isolation  Hospital.” 

Raunds  Urban. — A  similar  account  of  the  hospital 
accommodation  is  given,  as  appeared  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1903  ;  but  it  Avas  not  found  necessarv  to  use  the 
neAv  Isolation  Hospital  during  1904. 

Wellingborough  Urban.— “  The  Small-pox  Hospital 
is  situated  a  mile  from  the  toAvn,  and  is  quite  isolated  ;  it  is 
‘‘  in  good  order  and  ready  for  use.  The  Isolation  Hospital 
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“  for  Zymotic  Diseases  is  in  good  condition  ;  twelve  cases 
“  received  treatment  there  during  the  year — 2  Scarlet-fever 
“  and  10  Typhoid.  .  .  Disinfection  either  by  the  Formalin 

“  process  or  Sulphur  has  been  carried  out  personally  by  the 
“  Sanitary  Inspector  after  each  infections  case.’' 

BracKLEY  Rural.— “  The  question  of  an  Isolation  Hos- 
“  pital  has  not  yet  been  settled.” 

Brixworth  Rural.— “  The  Methods  of  dealing  with 
“  Infectious  Disease  are  by  Notification,  Cottage  Isolation, 
“  and,  in  special  cases,  by  opening  small  isolation  hospitals  in 
‘‘  affected  villages,  /.c.,  renting  some  cottage  and  sending  cases 
“  there  :  in  the  event  of  Small  Pox,  by  an  isolation  tent. 
“  Disinfection  is  done  by  Formalin  Gas,  and  by  Sulphur  Fumes. 
“  The  district  is  practically  without  an  Isolation  Hospital,  as, 
during  the  past  year,  if  we  had  wanted  to,  it  would  have 
“  been  impossible  to  get  a  case  into  the  Borough  Isolation 
“  Hospital  because  it  was  ahvays  full  of  cases  from  Northamp- 
ton.  During  the  past  year,  the  County  Medical  Officer 
‘‘  wrote,  in  remarking  on  the  outl)reak  of  Diphtheria  at 
Holdenby,  ‘  How  much  the  spread  of  the  Disease  may 
“  ‘  have  l)een  favoured  by  the  inadequate  disinfection  of 
“  ‘  clothing  belonging  to  infected  children  I  cannot  say,  l)ut 
“  ‘  it  is  a  very  serious  matter  of  regret  that  the  Brixworth 
“  ‘  Rural  District  Council  should  be  unprovided  with  a  suit- 
“  ‘  able  portable  disinfecting  chamber,  such  as  is  now 
“  ‘  ])rocurable  at  a  moderate  cost.’  I  think  that  an  opinion 
“  like  the  above  .  .  is  worth  your  earnest  consideration.” 

Crick  Rural. — “  During  the  year  a  Local  Government 
“  Board  Inquiry  was  held  with  the  view  of  obtaining  a 
“  Provisional  Order  for  the  erection  of  a  Joint  Hospital  for 
“  the  Rugby  Urban,  and  the  Rugby,  Monk’s  Kirby,  and  Crick 
‘‘  Rural  Districts.  A  Joint  Small-pox  Hospital  for  these 
“  districts  was  erected  during  the  previous  year.” 
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Kettering  Rural. — “  The  Joint  Hospitals  have  been 
used  nearly  all  through  the  year,  and  as  has  been  noticed  on 
“  previous  occasions  have  apparently  ])een  the  means  of 
“  arresting  the  spread  of  disease  with  more  marked  l^enefit  in 
“  the  Rural  than  in  the  Urban  District,  which  can  be  readily 
“  understood,  because  the  smaller  population  of  the  villages 
“  can  l)e  more  readily  supervised  than  that  of  a  large  town. 
“  Infectious  Diseases  seemed,  during  the  past  year,  to  have 
“  been  very  satisfactorilv  arrested  by  the  removal  of  the 
“  earliest  cases  to  Hospital  from  Burton  Latimer  and  Gedding- 
“  ton.  In  Stanion,  Scarlet  Fever,  imported  at  first  from 
Wisbeach,  did  not  come  under  the  notice  of  a  Doctor  until 
“  several  slight  cases  had  occurred,  but  the  removal  of  the 
“  schoolmaster’s  daughter,  and  a  girl  from  the  Rost  Office, 
“  proved  of  great  benefit.  A  single  case  from  Pytchley, 
“  removed  immediately  the  case  Avas  recognised,  was  fortu- 
“  nately  not  followed  by  others.  .  .  No  case  of  Small  Pox 

“  occurred  during  the  year,  but  the  building  set  apart  for  the 
reception  of  cases  of  this  disease  has  been  kept  in  repair, 
“  and  always  ready  for  the  reception  of  cases  at  a  moment’s 
“  notice.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural.— “  There  are  no  inethods 
“  of  dealing  with  Infectious  diseases.  There  is  no  Isolation 
“  Hospital,  neither  is  there  any  provision  made  for  the  disin- 
“  fection  of  infected  clothing.” 

Northampton  Rural. — “  There  has  been  no  occasion 
‘‘  to  use  the  hospital  tent  for  small  pox  that  Avas  obtained  for 
“  that  purpose,  as  no  cases  of  that  disease  have  been  notified 
“  this  year.  On  several  occasions,  lioAveA^er,  Ave  have  been 
“  able  to  make  use  of  the  arrangement  Avith  the  Northampton 
“  ToAvn  Council  for  the  proper  disinfection  of  l)edding  and 
“  other  articles,  after  their  infection  from  the  different  in- 
fectious  diseases.” 
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OUNDLE  Rural. — “  The  Isolation  Hospital,  which  has 
“  been  under  consideration  for  a  long  time,  was  completed 
“  last  Slimmer,  and  will  prove  an  immense  advantage  in 
“  dealing  with  snital)le  cases.  The  Hospital  contains  8  beds, 
“  it  is  well  situated,  and  no  pains  nor  expense  have  been 
‘‘  spared  to  make  it  thoroughly  efficient.  The  interior  presents 
“  a  warm  and  comfortable  appearance,  (juite  equal  to  any 
“  other  hospital  of  the  kind.  The  grounds  outside  are  taste- 
fully  planted  and  will  look  well  in  the  summer.  The 
“  accommodation  for  the  staff  is  admirable,  but  I  do  not 
“  think  there  is  anything  Avhich  would  be  considered  nn- 
“  necessary.  It  is  necessary  that  nurses  should  be  comfortably 
“  provided  for.  A  disinfecting  apparatus  has  been  erected  by 
“  the  Thresh  Company,  which  will  prove  of  use  for  all  cases  of 
“  Infectious  Disease,  whether  they  come  into  the  Hospital  or 
“  not.  An  Ambulance  Brougham  of  the  latest  pattern  has 
“  been  generously  presented  to  the  Hospital  by  Lord  Lilford  ; 
‘‘  by  means  of  which  a  patient  can  easily  be  moved  from  the 
“  furthest  part  of  the  District.  So  far  we  have  had  to  pro- 
“  vide  for  only  one  patient  ;  this  is  owing  to  the  almost 
“  entire  absence  of  Infectious  Disease  since  the  Hospital  was 
“  opened  last  July.’' 

OXENDON  Rural. — “  There  being  iio  disinfector  we 
“  have  to  rely  upon  the  courtesy  of  the  Market  Harborough 
“  Urban  District  Council  in  allowing  the  use  of  their  disin- 
“  fector  if  such  is  actively  required.  There  is  still  no  pro- 
vision  made  Avithin  the  District  for  isolation  of  such  cases  as 
“  could  not  be  efficiently  isolated  at  their  own  homes,  and 
though  the  District  for  several  years  has  shown  a  remarkable 
“  immunity  from  Infectious  Diseases,  yet  there  is  always  the 
“  possibility  of  an  outbreak  under  very  difficult  conditions 
“  for  isolation  in  Cottages  with  very  limited  space  and  accorn- 
“  modation.” 

TowcesTER  Rural.— “  The  ‘  Thresh’s  Emergency  Dis- 
“  infector,’  the  Sanitary  Inspector  informs  me,  has  worked 
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quite  satisfactorily  and  there  has  been  no  complaint  of  any 
“  article  submitted  to  it  being  spoiled.  The  tents  provided  in 
“  case  of  an  outbreak  of  Small  Pox  have,  I  am  glad  to  say,  never 
“  been  called  into  requisition,  but  are  in  order  and  readiness 
‘‘  should  any  necessity  for  them  arise.” 


Vaccination. 

In  my  xVinual  Report  for  the  year  1903,  I  gave  a  Table 
which  presented  an  Analysis  of  the  Returns  of  the  Vaccination 
Officers  for  the  different  Unions  of  the  County  for  the  years 
1893 — 1902.  I  now  submit  the  same  table,  with  the  addi¬ 
tional  facts  for  the  year  1903.  It  will  be  noticed  that,  though 
the  total  percentage  of  children  not  finally  accounted  for  in 
the  year  1903  was  less  than  in  any  of  the  preceding  years,  the 
proportion  of  certificates  of  successful  vaccination  is  showing 
signs  of  becoming  less  again,  coincident  with  a  removal  of 
imminent  risk  of  small-pox  infection,  and  that  a  larger  number 
of  certificates  of  conscientious  objections  are  evidently  being 
applied  for.  I  am  afraid  that,  for  some  years  to  come,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  main  stimulus  to  the  performance  of  vacci¬ 
nation  will  be  in  the  fear  of  contracting  small-pox,  and  that, 
in  the  absence  of  this  fear,  “  conscience  ”  will  assert  itself. 

The  following  brief  references  to  this  subject  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  : — 

Brixworth  Rural. — “  Vaccination  has  been  far  less  in 
“  vogue  than  in  1903.  The  disappearance  of  small-pox  as  a 
“  near  danger  has  no  doubt  something  to  say  to  this.” 

Towcester  Rltral. — “  Concerning  Vaccination  I  have 
“  to  thank  the  Vaccination  Officer  for  the  following 
“  details  : — In  the  combined  district  89  children  were  vacci- 
nated  and  Exemption  Certificates  were  granted  to  GO 
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Unions  of  the 
County  of  Northampton. 


Percentages  of  Births  in  Respective  Years. 


Certificates  of  “Successful  Vaccination.” 
 (Col.  1.) 


Certificates  of  “  Conscientious  Objection.” 


Chiklren  not  finally  accounted  for. 


1893-97 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

* 

1893-97 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1893-97 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

BRACKLEY 

39-1 

18-4 

56’7 

59-8 

55-0 

67-0 

66-2 

10-9 

8-8 

10-8 

13-6 

9  6 

11-8 

47-7 

63-5 

23-9 

22-7 

25  4 

18-8 

16-4 

49-3 

74-4 

.32-7 

33-5 

39  0 

28-4 

28-2 

BRACKLEY 

BRIXWORTH  ... 

42-9 

17-8 

42-3 

54-3 

67 ’9 

711 

66-7 

26-4 

13-8 

5-6 

13-4 

131 

18-3 

41*2 

48-6 

37-9 

32-7 

13-7 

7 ’3 

8*4 

49*2 

75-0 

51 '7 

38-3 

27  T 

20-4 

26-7 

BRIXWORTH 

DAVENTRY  ... 

51-1 

42  0 

55*1 

57 ’3 

65-9 

64-5 

68-1 

19-4 

11-2 

12  3 

16-4 

15-9 

12-9 

36-3 

29-7 

25-0 

21-6 

9-8 

12-9 

13-2 

39*4 

49T 

36-2 

33-9 

26-2 

28-8 

26  T 

DAVENTRY 

HARDINGSTONE 

38-5 

29-8 

58-0 

48-5 

47-8 

60-5 

55 '6 

48-5 

24-5 

33-6 

37-4 

28*4 

32-8 

42-7  ' 

11-3 

7-0 

10-3 

8-1 

4-6 

4-2 

51-1 

59-8 

31-5 

43-9 

45 ’5 

.33-0 

37  0 

HARDINGSTONE 

KETTERING  ... 

1-6 

2  4 

12-6 

17-3 

25-4 

28-8 

31-8 

32-5 

9-4 

13-4 

150 

37-1 

42-3 

84-2 

48-2 

62-1 

57-7 

47-4 

23-3 

16-5 

84-2 

80-7 

71-5 

71-1 

62-4 

60-4 

58 ’8 

KETTERING 

NORTHAMPTON 

3-7 

4-2 

14-0 

13  2 

21-9 

29-9 

27-0 

48-5 

12-8 

22 ’1 

28-8 

44-8 

49-5 

74-2 

.32-9 

60-7 

54-1 

.37-8 

13-9 

13’3 

83-3 

81-4 

73-5 

76-2 

66-6 

58 '7 

62-8 

NORTHAMPTON 

OUNDLE 

82-8 

82-4 

83-7 

85-2 

86-7 

87-8 

80-0 

2-3 

2-8 

3-7 

4-7 

30 

5-0 

9*0 

8T 

5  6 

5-1 

2-6 

3  0 

6-7 

9-2 

10-4 

8-4 

8-8 

7-3 

6  0 

11-7 

OUNDLE 

PETERBOROUGH 

84-0 

71-3 

75‘8 

77-6 

77-5 

79-3 

77-5 

0-8 

2-4 

2-4 

2-4 

2-5 

3-6 

7*6 

16-7 

IIT 

9T 

9-0 

9-7 

10-5 

To 

17-5 

13-5 

11-5 

11-4 

12-2 

14-1 

PETERBOROUGH 

POTTERSPURY 

58*9 

43-3 

62-0 

57  T 

60-1 

64-7 

67-5 

38-0 

221 

27-3 

28-4 

21-6 

241 

29*2 

lO’O 

5-0 

3-8 

4-2 

7-5 

3-4 

33-0 

48-0 

271 

81T 

32-6 

29-1 

27*5 

POTTERSPURY 

THRAPSTON  ... 

10-9 

19-3 

39-9 

40-8 

45-5 

48*4 

45-8 

44  9 

42-6 

46-5 

45-8 

39-3 

43-5 

72-0 

26-7 

9-2 

7-0 

3-2 

3-7 

3-3 

79*7 

71-6 

51-8 

53-5 

49  0 

43  0 

46*8 

THRAPSTON 

TOWCESTER  .. 

38-9 

36T 

52-9 

48T 

53  T 

49-7 

51-5 

42-8 

20-0 

30-5 

21 T 

22-7 

25T 

43-9 

10-4 

17-3 

15-8 

16-7 

21-1 

11-6 

SO-7 

53-2 

37-3 

46-3 

37-8 

43-8 

36*7 

TOWCESTER 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

1*1 

2-0 

12-2 

lO’O 

16-8 

40-3 

39’7 

43  0 

15-3 

10-9 

9-3 

33-7 

42-4 

82-2 

431 

61-0 

67 ’9 

64-3 

17-9 

9-1 

86*4 

86-1 

76-3 

78-8 

73-6 

51-6 

51  *5 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

Means  . 

25*7 

21-4 

33  o 

,34-2 

.39-7 

48-3 

47-7 

33-3 

12-9 

15-9 

17’9 

28-4 

32-4 

58*4 

.33  0 

41-9 

39 ’8 

32-5 

14-2 

11-2 

62-8 

66-3 

54-8 

55-7 

50-4 

42-6 

43*6 

Total  Living  Unvaccinated. 
(Col.  2  +  Col.  3.) 


*  In  the  Returns  for  the  years  1893 — 97  the  number  of  Certificates  of  Conscientious  Objection  received  in  respect  of  the  children  born  in  1897  has  not  been  included  in  the  Percentages  “  Not  finally  accounted  for,”  but  allowance  has  been  made  for  these  in  the  “  Total  Unvaccinated.” 

t  The  Soke  of  Peterborough  is  a  County  in  itself,  and  I  am  therefore  much  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peterborough  Union  for  furnishing  me  with  information  for  the  purposes  of  this  table. 

_ The  Rural  Districts  of  Crick,  Oxendon,  Gretton,  Easton-on-the-Hill,  and  Middleton  Cheney  are  included  in  Unions  in  the  Counties  of  Warwick,  Leicester,  Rutland,  and  Oxford,  and  do  not  therefore  enter  into  the  above  Analysis  :  on  the  other  hand  the  Unions  of  Oundle  and  Thrapston 

each  include  a  few  parishes  in  Huntingdonshire. 
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‘‘  ‘  Conscientious  objectors.’  19  children  died  unvaccinated, 
3  were  postponed,  1  left  the  district  unvaccinated,  and  51 
“  were  not  accounted  for.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — Vaccination  has  been 
more  efficiently  carried  out.” 

1  desire  to  express  my  very  cordial  acknowledgments  to 
the  Clerks  of  the  several  Unions  of  the  County,  for  their 
courtesy  in  supplying  me  with  the  figures  by  which  I  have 
been  enabled  to  work  out  the  percentages  in  the  accompanying 
Table. 


Water  Supply. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  the  continuous 
progress  which  is  being  made  in  endeavours  to  adequately 
supply  different  localities  within  the  County  with  wholesome 
water.  In  such  of  the  Urban  Districts  as  have  not  yet  com¬ 
pleted  works  of  water  supply  good  progress  towards  that  end 
is  being  made,  in  spite  of  a  sli^^  in  the  bank  of  the  new 
reservoir  of  the  Higham  Ferrers  and  Rushden  Joint  Water 
Board,  and  some  temporary  difficulties  in  the  sinking  of  the 
deep  well  at  Raunds  ;  while  among  the  Rural  Districts  there 
is  a  manifest  desire  in  some  to  improve  the  conditions  in  this 
respect  of  their  more  populous  villages,  as  at  Duston  in  the 
Northampton  Rural  District,  Burton  Latimer,  Stanion,  and 
Warkton  in  the  Kettering  Rural  District,  and  Wilby  in  the 
Wellingborough  Rural  District.  The  number  of  other  villages 
which  will  probably  l)e  similarly  dealt  with  in  a  short  time 
will  possibly  be  greater  in  another  year,  owing  to  the  com¬ 
plaints  which  have  of  late  been  made  in  regard  to  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  their  local  well  supplies,  and  to  a 
recognition  of  the  necessity  of  abundant  supplies  of  water  for 
drain-flushing  purposes.  There  appears  also  to  be  some 
reasonable  ground  for  hope  that  the  tedious  proceedings  in 
regard  to  Long  Buckby’s  Water  Scheme,  in  the  Daventry 
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Rural  District,  after  dragging  on  through  eight  years,  may 
really  end  during  the  current  year  in  a  good  and  plentiful 
supply  of  Avater  to  the  inhalhtants  of  that  place. 

The  folloAvdng  references  to  this  subject  from  the  Reports 
of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  will  be  found  to 
compare  very  favourably  Avith  those  Avhich  I  Avas  able  to  give 
in  my  earlier  Reports  : — 

Brackley  Borough. — “  Water  Supply,  derived  from  a 
“  deep  Avell,  pumped  into  reseiwoirs,  and  supplied  through 
“  the  mains  by  gravitation  is  excellent  in  quality  and  un- 
‘‘  limited  in  quantity.  In  the  rural  district  Avhich  is  included 
“  in  the  bounds  of  the  borough  the  Avater  supply  is  derived 
“  from  shalloAv  Avells.  I  haA^e  not  heard  of  any  instance  of 
“  Avater  contamination.” 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough.— “  I  had  hoped  in  my 
‘‘  report  this  year  to  have  been  in  a  position  to  note  the  com- 
“  pletion  of  the  work  in  connection  with  our  ncAv  water 
‘‘  supply,  but,  unfortunately,  some  delay  has  occurred  in 
“  consequence  of  the  slipping  of  some  part  of  the  bank  of  the 
“  reservoir.  dhis  defect  is  being  repaired,  and  the  Engineer 
“  anticipates  that  in  less  than  six  months  the  reservoir  Avill  be 
“  in  a  proper  condition  to  receiA^e  the  AA-ater.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “  During  the  year  29  additional 
“  houses  have  been  supplied  Avith  toAvn  Avater,  so  that  there 
“  noAv  remain  about  200  houses  deriAung  their  Avater  for 
“  drinking  purposes  from  shalloAv  wells.  The  Water-Works 
“  Well,  I  regret  to  state,  has  not  realised  the  hopes  entertained 
“  and  given  expression  to  in  my  last  annual  report,  for  from 
“  data  furnished  by  your  Surveyor  I  note  that  the  depth  of 
“  the  Avell  at  the  end  of  the  year  Avas  ten  feet,  or  eight  feet 
“  less  than  it  was  a  tAvelve  month  previously.  To  ensure  an 
“  increased  supply  of  Avater  no  doubt  the  advice  of  Mr.  Beeby 
“  Thompson  as  to  sinking  another  Avell  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
“  present  one  Avill  liaA^e  to  be  acted  upon.” 


FinedoN  Urban. — “  I  have  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
completion  of  the  Water  Scheme.  Many  connections  have 
been  made,  but  the  somewhat  saline  taste  of  the  water  is 
“  objected  to  by  some  people.  .  .  The  saline  taste  is  due 

to  the  large  amount  of  Chloride  of  Sodium,  oi*  common 
“  salt,  contained  in  the  water.  The  amount  so  contained  is 
‘‘  not  in  the  least  harmful  to  health,  and  will  probably  vary 
“  from  time  to  time.  In  using  the  new  water  for  tea-making, 
‘‘  the  water  should  be  used  immediately  it  comes  to  the  boil, 
“  because  the  longer  it  boils  the  salter  it  will  taste,  owing  to 
“  the  evaporation.  Another  point  in  connection  with  tea- 
“  making.  The  water  contains  some  3  grains  to  the  pint  of 
“  Carbonate  of  Soda,  and  so  possesses  an  increased  extractive 
“  power  on  vegetable  tissues,  such  as  tea,  &c.,  imparting  a 
“  much  deeper  colour  to  the  infusion.  So  less  tea  need  be 
“  used  to  produce  a  decent-looking  infusion  than  was  neces- 
“  sary  to  produce  the  same  result  with  the  shallower  well 
‘‘  water.  The  presence  of  this  Carbonate  of  Soda  is  a  good 
“  feature  of  the  Avater,  because  it  indicates  as  a  rule  water 
“  from  a  deep-seated  strata,  far  removed  from  sewage  and 
“  surface  pollution.  I  feel  sure  that  when  more  connections 
“  are  made  to  the  mains,  so  that  a  constant  floAv  is  maintained 
“  through  them,  and  when  the  mains  get  seasoned,  the  jjeople 
‘‘  will  like  the  water  much  better  than  they  do  now.  Another 
“  grand  feature  of  the  Avater  is  its  exceeding  softness.  The 
“  saving  in  soap  alone  Avill  be  very  considerable.” 

Irthlingborough  Urban. — “  The  laying  of  the  mains 
“  has  been  aauII  and  expeditiously  carried  out.  The  reservoir 
“  is  nearly  hnished  ;  the  engines  and  pump  are  now  being 
“  put  down,  and  in  a  feAV  months  the  scheme  Avill  be  com- 
“  pleted.  Although  Avater  of  good  quality  is  plentiful  in 
“  many  parts  of  the  toAvn,  most  of  the  wells  from  Avhich  the 
“  water  is  obtained  are,  at  anj-  time,  liable  to  pollution,  and  I 
“  Avould  strongly  recommend  all  property  owners  to  lay  on 
“  the  town  supply  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  they  and  their 
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“  tenants  may  have  all  the  advantages  of  pure  and  wholesome 
“water.  Another  great  benefit  to  the  town  of  the  water 
“  scheme  when  completed  will  be  the  regular  and  thorough 
“  flushing  of  the  sewers.” 

Kettering  Urban. — ■“  Several  new  mains  have  been 
“  laid  during  the  past  year.  The  principal  one  being  a 
“  separate  12  in.  Pumping  Main,  2,000  yards  in  length,  to 
“  deliver  direct  into  the  service  reservoir  at  Clover  Hill,  with- 
“  out  supplying  the  town  en  route.  This  enables  the  pumps 
at  Cransley  to  run  2  hours  longer  daily.  Another  import¬ 
ant  benefit  from  this  new  Main  is  in  the  greatly  improved 
“  means  it  provides  for  coping  with  fires  in  the  town,  as  a 
“  constant  supply  can  now  be  pumped  in,  while  the  distri- 
“  buting  Mains  are  under  high  pressure.  A  further  improve- 
“  ment  has  been  the  dividing  the  town  into  smaller  districts 
“  for  Water  Supply,  by  the  insertion  of  a  number  of  Valves 
“  in  the  Mains,  so  that,  when  it  is  necessary  to  repair  Mains, 
“  smaller  areas  will  be  affected  by  the  shutting  off  the  Water. 

“  Good  progress  has  been  made  in  the  construction  of  the 
“  new  Reservoir  near  Thorpe  Malsor.  The  embankment  has 
“  now  reached  the  height  of  nearly  25  feet,  the  culvert  com- 
“  pleted,  and  the  various  other  works  in  connection  are  well 
“  in  hand.  The  necessary  diversion  of  the  Loddington  Sewage 
“  has  been  completed,  and  the  15-inch  Delivery  Main  from 
“  the  Thorpe  Malsor  Reservoir  to  the  Cransley  Reservoir, 

“  about  2  miles  in  length,  is  also  finished.”  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  also  reports  that  7  wells  were  closed,  in  which  the 
water  was  found  to  be  contaminated. 

OuNDLE  Urban. — “  This  continues  to  be  excellent  in 
“  quality  and  quantity.” 

Raunds  Urban. — Following  on  the  report  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year  as  to  the  prospective  sinking  of  a  well  for  the 
purposes  of  a  Public  Water  Supply,  sanction  to  a  loan  for  the 
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project  WRS  ^iveii  by  the  Loccil  Goveriiiiieiit  hotircl  in  due 
course.  “  The  work  was  therefore  begun  on  the  23rd  Septem- 
“  ber,  1904,  and  has  been  going  on  steadily  since  that  date. 

“  The  contractors  have  reached  a  depth  of  101  feet,  at  which 
“  depth  they  have  tapped  a  stream  in  a  vein  in  the  Upper 
“  Lias  Clav  which  is  very  troublesome.  This  stream  is  not 
considered  sufficient  for  a  town  supply,  nor  is  it  at  the  depth 
at  which  we  expect  to  find  a  proper  water  supply  foi  the 
“  District.  Measures  in  the  meantime  are  therefore  being 
“  taken  to  shut  off  this  water,  after  which  the  work  of  sink- 
“  ing  to  the  Marlstone  will  proceed.’ 

Rothwbll  Urban. — “We  are  fortunate  in  the  possession 
“  of  a  splendid  water  supply,  the  quality  of  the  water  being 
entirely  satisfactory.  This  has  been  laid  on  all  over  the 
“  town,  so  that  there  is  now  no  excuse  for  any  house  being 
“  without  an  ample  supply  of  water,  both  for  drinking  and 
“  household  purposes.  ” 

Rushdbn  Urban. — “  Two  samples  of  water  have  been 
“  examined,  one  of  which  was  satisfactory,  the  other  recom- 
“  mended  to  be  boiled  before  being  used.  The  new  water 
“  works  are  being  carried  on  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  and 
“  when  completed  the  town  of  Rushden  will  be  admirably 
“  supplied  with  good  water.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “  The  water  supply  is 
“  from  public  service.  In  nature  it  is  well-water,  containing 
“  Lime  and  Iron,  free  from  pollution,  being  pumped  from  the 
“  wells,  softened,  filtered,  and  stored  in  closed  locked  Reser- 
“  voirs.  There  has  always  been  a  plentiful  supply,  but  often 
“  there  has  been  too  much  white  sediment  which  after  the 
“  softening  process  is  deposited  in  the  pipes  from  the  reser- 
“voir.  This  inconvenient  state  requires  remedying  by 
“  flushing  the  main  pipes  frequently.” 
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Br ACKLEY  Rural.  Though  the  district  mainly  derives 
its  water  supply  from  shallow  wells,  “the  absence  of  cases 
of  water-borne  disease  speaks  for  the  quality  of  the  supply, 
and  the  amount  has  been  satisfactory  except  in  a  few  cases 
towaids  the  close  of  the  year  when  springs  became  low.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “New  water  supplies  have  been 
‘‘found  for  several  houses,  and  water  has  been  laid  on 
“  to  the  whole  of  Creaton  village  as  far  as  the  stand-pipes  go. 

Brixworth  New  Cottages  have  only  a  short  supply.  Most 
“  of  the  villages  are  supplied  by  surface  wells.” 

Daventry  Rural.  “  The  Long  Buckby  Water  Scheme 
“  has  advanced  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  most  of  the 
“  mains  are  now  down,  and  before  very  long  the  town  will 
‘‘  have  a  good  and  plentiful  supply  of  Avholesome  water.  On 
“  January  1st  I  attended  at  Badby  a  Local  Government  Board 
“  Inquiry  regarding  the  loan  of  £1,000  for  a  Water  Supply  to 
“  the  village  ;  the  scheme  was,  however,  not  approved  of  by 
“the  Local  Government  Board,  and  there  is  difficulty  in 
“  obtaining  another  site.  I  think,  however,  that  the  matter 
“  ought  not  to  be  postponed  indehmtely,  but  that  in  the 
“  coming  year  something  more  ought  to  be  done.” 

Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural.— “  The  water  supply  in 
“  the  case  of  Easton  is  from  a  spring  of  excellent  quality, 

“  which  is  conducted  through  the  village.  Collyweston  and 
Luddington  obtain  theirs  from  wells.” 

Hardingstoke  Rural.— “  The  Denton  supply,  which 
“  was  opened  last  year,  has  proved  quite  satisfactory,  and  is 
“  now  about  to  be  laid  on  to  the  schools,  which  will  render 
“  them  much  more  efficient  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view. 

“  The  plans  for  supplying  Brafield  with  water  are  now  in  the 
“  hands  of  Mr.  Green,  and  are  being  carried  out  but  are  not 
“  yet  finished  ;  a  considerable  time  seems  to  have  been 
wasted  over  this  small  scheme,  and  it  ought  before  this  to 
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“  have  been  in  working  order.  The  water  supply  at  Harding- 
stone  still  proves  very  efficient,  and  there  have  been  no 
“  complaints  this  summer  of  shortness  of  water  at  Wootton 
“  since  the  new  pumps  have  been  erected.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “  There  have  been  considerable 
"•  difficulties  as  to  Water  Supply  ;  in  fact  in  many  of  the 
“  villages  and  at  several  lodges,  standing  alone,  the  water 
“  supply  has  been  very  short.  The  new  supply  provided  last 
“  year  at  Stanion  has  proved  insufficient,  and  a  further  supply 
“  must  be  found.  Warkton  has  been  very  short  of  water,  but 
“  a  scheme  has  been  proposed  to  supply  this  village,  by  an 
“  arrangement  with  the  Urban  Council,  with  water  from  the 
“  Kettering  sources.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — “  The  Water  Supply 
throughout  the  District  is  good.  There  has  been  no  complaint 
as  to  permanent  shortness  or  pollution  received  during  the 
‘  past  year.  It  has,  however,  been  found  necessary  to  repair 
the  water-works  at  Lower  Boddington,  and  considerable 
“  improvements  have  been  made  with  the  supply  at  Chipping 
Warden.” 

Northampton  Rural. — “  The  water  supply  at  Duston 
“  has  been  a  cause  of  much  anxiety  to  the  Council  during  the 
“  year.  When  the  fatal  case  of  enteric  fever  already  spoken  of 
“  happened,  the  water  supply  of  that  house  was  analysed,  and 
“  also  the  water  supply  of  most  of  the  cottages  at  this  end  of  the 
“  village,  the  wells  were  all  found  to  be  highly  contaminated, 
“  and  they  were  all  ordered  to  be  closed.  As,  till  the  last  two 
“  or  three  years,  when  the  village  drainage  scheme  was  taken 
“  in  hand,  all  the  sewage  of  the  village  was  discharged  into  a 
“  stone  drain  running  down  the  main  road  of  the  village,  I 
“  fear  that  the  ground  for  some  distance  round  the  drain  has 
“  become  thoroughly  contaminated  with  sewage,  which  gets 
“  washed  into  the  wells  after  every  rainfall.  The  Council 
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‘‘  have  held  many  meetings  during  the  year,  and  have  also 
“  conferred  with  the  Parish  Council,  and  have  rightly  con- 
“  sidered  that  a  pure  supply  of  water  must  be  procured.  They 
“  first  endeavoured  to  come  to  terms  with  the  Northampton 
“  Town  Council  to  supply  this  village  with  water,  but,  on 
“  account  of  the  difference  in  levels,  this  scheme  has  fallen 
“  through,  and  the  town  have  now  definitely  refused  to 
“  undertake  it.  A  scheme  has  been  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Beeby 
‘‘  Thompson  and  is  now  under  consideration,  but  at  present 
“  has  not  advanced  beyond  a  very  early  stage.  The  water 
“  supply  at  Kislingbury  and  Heyford  still  proves  very  satis- 
“  factory,  and  is  a  great  boon  to  those  villages.” 

OUNDLE  Rural. — “  Six  samples  of  water  were  brought 
“  to  me  to  be  tested,  two  of  which  were  condemned  as  unfit 
“  for  drinking.” 

OXENDON  Rural.— “  The  water  supply  of  the  district 
“  has  proved  generally  satisfactory  throughout  with  the 
“  exception  of  Braybrooke,  where  there  has  still  been  a 
‘‘  deficiency,  and,  though  considerable  trouble  has  been  taken 
“  to  provide  a  fresh  source,  the  supply  has  not  been  found  to 
“  be  really  good  though  there  are  signs  of  improvement. 

“  Braybrooke,  for  a  village  of  its  size  with  2G9  inhabitants,. 
“  is  badly  oft  for  sufficient  water  supply,  and  what  there  is  is 
“  not  conveniently  situated.  There  is  one  available  source 
“  where  there  are  apparently  some  good  springs  ;  which,  with 
“  an  efficient  pump  and  tower  provided,  would  give  a  con- 
“  tinuous  supply  at  good  pressure  to  the  whole  village,  though 
“  such  a  provision  might  be  somewhat  costly.  Various 
“  samples  of  water  have  been  examined  throughout  the  dis- 
“  trict,  and  with  the  exception  of  four  have  been  found  to  be 
“  good,  and  the  exceptions  seemed  to  be  due  to  remediable 
“  conditions.  All  pumps  and  taps  and  well  surroundings 
“  have  been  kept  in  efficient  order.” 
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POTTBRSPURY  RURAL. — “  The  remarks  contained  in  the 
report  for  1900  still  hold  good,  viz.  : — ‘  Wicken  and  Deans- 
‘  hanger  have  public  water  supplies  of  good  quality,  the  rest 
‘  of  the  district  is  dependent  on  shallow  wells,  more  or  less 
“  ‘  exposed  to  contamination,  but  the  opposition  of  small 
“  ‘  owners  and  ratepayers  to  any  scheme  involving  much 
“  ‘  expense  prevents  the  general  adoption  of  a  public  water 
“  ‘  supply  in  all  parts.’  ” 

ThrapsTON  Rural. — “  I  wish  again  to  draw  attention 
“  to  the  need  of  an  efficient  water  supply  to  Thrapston.  Your 
“  Inspector  reports  that  many  houses  have  had  no  water 
“  supply  this  summer,  and  that  there  are  a  number  of  water 
“  closets  without  any  Avater  to  flush  them.  I  would  suggest 
“  that  he  be  asked  to  make  a  complete  report  upon  the 
“  matter,  and  that  an  analysis  be  made  of  the  Avater  from  the 
public  Avells.  The  cost  to  the  ratepayers  of  a  Avater  supply 
“  Avould  not  be,  in  my  opinion,  very  heavy,  as  a  considerable 
“  number  of  inhabitants  Avould  have  it  laid  on  to  their 
“  houses.  .  .  It  is  noAV  some  tAvelve  years  since  I  first 
drew  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  providing  a  good 
“  Avater  supply  for  Brigstock  ;  at  that  time  I  ascertained  that 
“  if  Carbolic  Acid  Avas  poured  into  the  drains  it  could  be 
immediately  tasted  in  the  nearest  Avells.  An  analysis  made 
“  by  your  direction  showed  that  three-fourths  of  the  public 
“  Avells  Avere  contaminated  by  seAvage  matter.  A  public  Avater 
‘‘  supply  scheme  Avas  taken  in  hand,  and,  I  am  glad  to  say,  is 
noAV  completed.  The  Avater  has  been  laid  on  to  almost  all 
“  the  properties  in  the  place.  The  general  acceptance  proves 
“  the  need  that  existed,  and  also  shoAvs  how  opposition  ceases 
“  directly  the  improvement  is  made.  Mr.  SteAvard,  Avho  has 
“  taken  so  much  interest  in  the  matter,  informs  me  that  the 
“  expense  to  the  ratepayers  will  really  be  very  small,  he  puts 
“  it  at  about  £30  a  year  ;  this  of  course  is  owing  to  the  inhabi- 
“  tants  having  had  the  water  laid  on  almost  as  soon  as  it  was 
“  ready.  Some  of  the  land  purchased  for  the  waterworks 
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“  lias  been  sold.  I  hope  due  care  will  be  taken  not  to  have 
“  dwelling-houses  erected  which  could  in  any  way  con- 
“  taminate  the  well.  .  .  Mr.  Lloyd  states  that  the  water 

“  supply  of  Woodford  continues  to  be  satisfactory,  but  an 
“  absence  of  wind  to  work  the  motor  pump  will  produce  a 
“  short  supply.” 

Towcbster  Rural. — “  The  Towcester  water  supply 
“  from  Dockwell  Mill  reservoir  was  for  some  months  in- 
‘‘  adequate,  necessitating  work  at  the  pumping  station  in 
“  Towcester,  and,  as  always  happens  when  this  has  to  be 
“  done,  the  water  was  unsightly  from  minute  particles  of  clay 
“  held  in  suspension.  The  question  of  a  water  supply  for 
“  Lichborough  is  still  in  abeyance.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “  Wilby  has  been  short  of 
‘‘  water,  but  the  Parish  Council  are  taking  measures  to  ensure 
‘‘  a  sufficient  supply.  Irchester  is  supplied  from  wells  which 
“  are  polluted  and  unfit  for  domestic  use.  The  Council  have 
“  spent  £70  in  repairing  a  well  ;  still,  on  analysis,  the  water 
“  was  unfit  for  use,  evidently  from  polluted  soil  at  its 
“  source.  Owing  to  the  construction  of  large  reservoirs  it  is 
“  becoming  a  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  sufficient  supply 
“  for  some  of  the  villages,  and  must,  I  fear,  become  a  serious 
“  matter  in  the  future.  Several  samples  of  water  have  been 
“  examined,  many  of  which  have  been  condemned  as  unfit 
“  tor  use,  while  in  others  the  wells  have  been  cleaned  and 
“  cemented  with  satisfactory  results.” 

Dwelling-Houses  and  Overcrowding. 

There  appears  to  be  no  diminution  in  endeavours  to- 
prevent  overcrowding  of  small  houses  and  to  secure  the 
provision  of  an  altogether  better  class  of  cottage  property. 
The  achievements  in  these  directions  are  necessarily  greater 
in  the  Urban  than  in  the  Rural  Districts  ;  but  constant 
attention  to  the  subject  in  many  of  the  latter  is  obviously 
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bsgirLiiing  to  proclucG  bottor  rosults.  I  ciin  glcid.  to  bo  ablo 
to  note  that  the  regular  recurring  representations  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Brackley  have 
secured  some  satisfactory  action  being  taken  in  regard  to 
houses  which,  in  his  opinion,  were  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  ;  but  in  that  small  Borough,  as  in  so  many  of  the  pmely 
Rural  Districts,  the  difficulty  prevails  of  supplying  new 
cottages  in  the  place  of  old  ones  at  a  cost  which  is  remuneia- 
tive  to  the  builder,  having  regard  to  the  rate  of  wages 
prevailing  in  the  locality.  The  rate  of  progiess  in  this 
respect  is,  and  must  be,  slow  in  the  present  condition  of 
things  ;  but,  as  I  have  repeatedly  pointed  out,  much  may  be 
done  to  mitigate  the  immediate  pressure  by  the  more  con¬ 
stant  insistence  on  the  timely  carrying  out  of  small  repairs 
so  that  defects  are  not  allowed  to  grow  in  magnitude.  Neglect 
of  such  action  can  only  result  in  increasingly  defective 
cottages  coming  within  the  category  of  those  which  are 
described  as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  House  to  house 
inspections,  regularly  continued,  are  the  best  means  for 
ascertaining  the  requirements  of  cottage  property,  and,  in  this 
respect,  I  would  point  out  the  course  which  is  adopted  to  this 
end  in  the  Brixworth  Rural  District  as  most  commendable, 
and  one  which  should  be  more  generally  followed. 

The  following  references  to  these  matters  in  the  Reports 
of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  of  interest,  and 
well  worthy  of  attention  : — 

Brackley  Borough. — “  In  my  last  Annual  Report  I 
“  referred  to  this  subject  at  some  length  and  subsequently 
“  furnished  you  with  a  list  of  houses  which  I  considered 
‘‘  unfit  for  human  habitation.  I  have  now  to  report  that 
“  some  of  these  houses  have  been  repaired,  but  in  all  the  worst 
“  cases  nothing  has  been  done,  and  I  cannot  see  that  it  would 
“  be  profitable  to  spend  money  on  these  cottages  ;  they  should 
“  be  demolished.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  quite  a  number 
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“  of  new  cottages  have  been  built  and  are  all  occupied.  I  am 
“  informed  that  it  is  impossible  to  put  up  cottages  here,  which 
“  will  comply  with  the  bye-laws,  at  a  lower  rental  than  51-  or 
“  5/6  a  week  ;  it  is  therefore  difficult  to  see  how  the  occupants 
“  of  condemned  houses  can  be  re- housed.  These  people  earn 
“  (say)  12  -  a  week,  and  they  pay  at  present  a  rent  of  (say) 
“  1/6.  It  is  manifestly  absurd  to  expect  them  to  pay  a  rental 
“  of  5i-  and  support  a  family  on  12/-  a  week.” 

DesboROUGH  Urban. — “  The  small  number  of  houses, 
‘‘  viz.  :  nine,  erected  during  the  year  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
especially  when  the  requirements  of  a  growing  district  such 
“  as  this  are  considered,  besides  the  scarcity  of  house  accom- 
‘‘  modation  makes  it  difficult  to  deal  satisfactorily  at  all  times 
“  with  over-crowding  in  families.  There  were  six  cases  of 
“  over-crowding  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary  Com- 
‘‘  mittee,  and,  thanks  to  the  determination  of  the  Council  to 
“  do  its  duty,  all  these  nuisances  were  abated.  It  cannot  be 
“  too  strongly  emphasised  that  in  matters  of  this  kind  the 
“  action  of  a  Sanitary  Authority  necessarily  tends  to  safe- 
“  guard  the  public  health,  and  to  protect  those  immediately 
“  concerned  from  the  physical  and  moral  evils  inseparable 
“  from  a  condition  of  habitual  over-crowding.” 

FinedoN  Urban. — One  case  of  overcrowding  was 
“  reported  and  remedied.” 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH  URBAN. — According  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  “  7  new  dwellings  have  been  erected  during  the 
‘‘year  ;  16  have  been  cleaned  and  put  in  ]*epair  ;  1  case  of 
“  overcrowding  and  3  hlthy  dwellings  have  l)een  dealt  with.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “  No  dwelling-house  has  during 
“  the  past  year  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation”  :  but 
one  case  of  overcrowding  appears  to  have  occurred. 
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OUNDLB  Urban. — In  regard  to  overcrowding,  “  there 
“  liaA^e  been  no  cases  reported.  With  Mr.  Todd,  I  visited 
■“  Latham's  Hospital,  North  Street,  in  March.  It  was  in  a 
“  A^ery  inhygienic  state,  better  ventilation  and  Avhitewashing 
being  badly  required.  This  has  since  been  done,  and  the 
building  put  in  as  good  order  as  is  possible,  considering  its 
““  age  and  original  construction.” 

Raunds  Urban. — “  On  the  whole,  house  accommodation 
is  very  good,  and  the  old  insanitary  cottages  are  being 
“  gradually  replaced  by  new  ones,  and  the  sooner  the  worst 
“  of  the  old  ones  now  left  can  be  done  aAvay  with  the  better 
it  Avill  be  for  those  noAV  occupying  them.  A  very  great 
“  improvement  has  been  made  in  MarshaU’s  Road  by  the 
building  of  40  new  cottages  there  by  Mr.  R.  Coggins  near 
“  the  Nene  Works,  almost  all  of  which  are  now  occupied. 
“  They  are  an  ornament  to  the  place,  and  being  situated  in  the 
“  healthiest  part  of  Raunds  there  is  no  doubt  they  will  add  to 
“  the  health  and  comfort  of  those  who  occupy  them.” 

Roth  WELL  Urban. — “  The  house  accommodation  in  the 
“  toAvn  is  very  good,  no  dAvelling  having  been  condemned  as 
“  unfit  for  habitation.  In  one  case  of  overcroAvding  action 
“  was  taken,  and  the  nuisance  remedied.” 

BraCKLEY  Rural. — There  AA^as  no  case  of  overcrowding, 
and  “  plans  have  been  passed  during  the  year  for  4  new 
houses,  5  alterations  and  enlargements,  and  1  new  Wesleyan 
“  Chapel.” 

Br  IX WORTH  Rural. — “  12  new  cottages  have  been 
“  built  during  the  year  ;  but  many  more  all  over  the  district 
are  urgently  needed,  as  the  house  accommodation  is  gener- 
“  ally  inadequate.  Very  many  are  structurally  bad,  and  have 
“  but  one  bedroom  or  two  small  ones.  25  cases  of  over- 
croAvding  have  been  reported  during  the  last  year  ;  in  many 
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“  the  nuisance  was  abated,  but  in  some  it  was  found  im- 
‘‘  possible  to  get  other  houses  for  the  inmates.  House  to 
“  house  inspections  have  been  made  in  21  villages  ;  many 
“  nuisances  have  been  reported  on  and  abated.  4  cottages 
“  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  in  Spratton  ;  2  have 
‘‘  been  renovated  and  re-opened.’’ 

Crick  Rural. — “  Only  one  new  house  has  been  erected.” 

Daventry  Rural. — “  One  house  in  Badby  I  pronounced 
“  dirty  and  not  habitable  ;  but  was  unable  to  get  the  house 
“  repaired,  or  the  owner  to  leave,  until  the  case  was  taken 
‘‘  before  the  Daventry  magistrates  and  the  owner  convicted.” 

Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural. — With  a  falling  popu- 
“  lation,  there  is  adequate  house  accommodation,  and  the 
“  formation  of  the  ground  prevents  insufficiency  of  air-space 
“  about  houses.  There  is  no  supervision  over  the  erection  of 
“  new  houses.” 

HardingstoNE  Rural. — “  Three  new  cottages  have 
“  been  erected  at  Cogenhoe,  seven  at  Hardingstone,  two  at 
‘‘  Hackleton,  tAVO  at  Horton,  tAvo  at  Yardley  Hastings,  and  one 
“  at  Roade.  One  dilapidated  cottage  has  been  condemned 
“  and  closed  at  Yardley  Hastings.  One  case  of  overcroAvding 
“  has  been  dealt  with  at  Milton.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — “  The  homes  of  the 
“  working  classes  are  distinctly  poor,  Avith  fcAv  conA^eniences, 
“  and  consisting  of  chiefly  antiquated  structures.  Many  are 
“  in  a  bad  state  of  repair,  although  I  am  not  aAvare  that  there 
“  are  any  actually  unfit  for  habitation,  neither  have  any  been 
“  declared  to  be  permanently  so  during  the  past  year. 
“  Generally  speaking  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  open  space 
“  around  them,  and  there  has  been  no  case  of  overcroAvding 
“  reported  in  the  District.  No  new  houses  have  been 
“  erected.” 
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Northampton  Rural. — “One  bad  case  of  over- 
crowding  at  Dnston  lias  been  dealt  witb,  and  tlie  people 
“  have  now  removed  into  the  town.” 

OUNDLE  Rural. — “  I  was  asked  to  report  upon  a  house 
“  in  this  village” — Yarwell — “  and  condemned  it  as  nnfit  for 
“  habitation.” 

OXENDON  Rural. — “  The  House  Accommodation  as  re- 
“  gards  the  working  classes  is  very  good  and  comfortable  as  a 
“  rule.  There  is  a  sufficiency  of  air  space  about  the  houses. 
“  Only  one  house  has  been  erected  during  the  year,  and  no 
“  case  of  insanitary  dwelling  reported,  and  only  one  case  of 
“  overcrowding  which  was  promptly  rectified.” 

POTTERSPURY  RURAL. — “  A  case  of  overcrowding  and 
“  houses  unfit  for  habitation  at  Paulers  Pury  were  reported,, 
“  and  steps  taken  to  rectify  the  same.” 

Thrapston  Rural. — At  Thrapston,  “  I  visited  the 
“  School,  which  is  admitted  to  be  overcrowded,  there  being 
“  50  children  more  than  there  is  room  for,  even  taking  the  8 
“  foot  scale.  I  consider  that  many  of  the  children  are  ansemic 
“  and  are  suffering  from  the  effects  of  over-crowding.  The 
“  County  Council  are  quite  aware  of  this  fact,  and  have  the 
“  matter  under  their  consideration.  Even  if  they  were  to 
“  start  erecting  additional  accommodation  at  once,  it  would 
“  take  some  time  before  new  buildings  could  be  erected.  I 
“  consider  the  matter  is  urgent,  and  that  some  temporary 
“  arrangement  should  be  made  by  hiring  a  building,  in  order 
“  that  the  health  of  the  children  should  not  suffer.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector 
reports  that  “  twelve  new  houses  have  been  erected  during 
“  the  year — 10  Wollaston,  1  Wilby,  1  Mears  Ashby,  and  water 
“  certificates  granted.  29  dwellings  cleaned  and  put  in  repair,, 
“  4  dilapidated  ones  abolished,  5  overcrowding  cases  and  7 
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“filthy  dwellings  dealt  with.  In  June,  Wm.  Bullbrick,  of 
“  Bozeat,  was  sentenced  to  21  days'  im}3risonment  for  not 
“  abating  nuisance,  ‘  Filthy  dwelling.’  House  is  now  closed.” 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

I  am  unable  to  record  any  fresh  scheme  for  the  effective 
destruction  of  refuse  by  heat  than  those  referred  to  in  my 
last  Annual  Report.  The  schemes  at  Kettering  and  Welling¬ 
borough  appear  to  be  acting  satisfactorily,  and  without  giving 
rise  to  serious  nuisance.  I  wish  that  the  example  of  these 
two  Districts  was  being  followed  by  other  of  the  Urban  Dis¬ 
tricts  of  the  County,  and  trust  that  their  Councils  will  give 
this  matter  further  and  fuller  consideration  than  thev  have 
hitherto  done.  From  the  economic  point  of  view,  there  is 
much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the  production  of  useful  clinker 
and  the  generation  of  power  through  the  utilisation  of  house 
refuse  instead  of  allowing  it  to  be  tipped  into  hollows  or 
holes  in  the  ground.  Ground  so  made  up  is  unfit  for  build¬ 
ing  purposes,  and  in  extending  urban  districts  especially  this 
may  be  a  matter  of  some  moment.  The  disposal  of  refuse  on 
a  fixed  system  is  of  course  less  easy  in  scattered  rural  districts, 
but  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  collection  and  disposal 
of  house-refuse  in  all  places  as  populous  as  Thrapston  ought 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  local  council.  When  the  disposal  is 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  individual  occupiers  of  property,  it  is 
very  apt  to  be  allowed  to  accumulate  in  unsuitable  localities, 
and  to  be  got  rid  of  at  unduly  prolonged  intervals  and  in  very 
haphazard  fashion.  The  fact  that  there  is  no  system  of 
public  scavenging  at  Thrapston  has  been  repeatedly  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  District  Council  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  I  hope  that  some  measures  will  be  taken  to 
rectify  this  matter  and  to  dispose  of  the  collected  refuse  in  a 
suitable  and  satisfactory  manner. 

The  following  are  among  the  more  important  references 
to  this  subject  in  the  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  : — 
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Br ACKLEY  Borough. — “  House  Refuse  is  removed  by 
‘‘  the  Councils’  carts.” 

High  AM  Ferrers  Borough. — “  The  general  cleanliness 
“  of  the  town  has  been  maintained,  and  the  important  work 
“  of  scavenging  has,  I  believe,  been  carried  out  in  a  satis- 
“  factory  manner.” 

DesboroUGH  Urban. — “At  the  end  of  July  the 
“  Council,  having  previously  given  notice  to  all  concerned  to 
“  have  their  closets  connected  with  the  sewer,  discontinued 
“  the  practice  of  having  the  night  soil  collected.  This  action 
“  has  afforded  satisfactory  results  both  from  a  sanitary  as  also 
“  from  a  financial  point  of  view.  There  now  remains  only  a 
“  comparatively  insignificant  number  of  cases  where  the  pails 
“  are  in  vogue,  and  for  which  those  responsible  will  no  doubt 
“  soon  see  the  wisdom  of  substituting  the  better  water-carriage 
“  system.” 

Finedon  Urban. — “  One  hundred  and  forty-one  closets 
“  have  been  connected  Avith  the  sewer,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
“  that  now  we  have  a  plentiful  supply  of  water  for  flushing 
“  purposes  that  those  still  unconnected  will  soon  be  so.” 

IrthlingboROUGH  Urban. — “  The  Scavengers  have 
“  clone  their  Avork  fairly  Avell  throughout  the  year,  but  I  think 
“  they  might  exercise  a  little  more  care  in  emptying  the  refuse- 
“  boxes  into  the  cart,  as  ashes  are  often  left  on  the  pavement. 
“  I  Avould  suggest  that  they  be  asked  to  sweep  up  as  they  go 
“  along.  The  properties  Avhere  cess-pits  are  still  in  use  should 
“  be  connected  Avith  the  seAver  as  soon  as  possible.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “  The  Refuse  Destructor  was 
“  formally  started  in  May  last,  at  the  same  time  as  the  Electric 
“  Light  Station,  in  connection  with  which  it  works,  and  has 
“  satisfactorily  disposed  of  the  House  Refuse  ever  since.  Its 
“  capacity,  as  guaranteed  by  the  makers  (Messrs.  Meldrum 
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‘‘  Bros.),  is  25  tons  of  refuse  in  24  hours,  or  17  tons  in  16 
“  hours  ;  and  this  was  considerably  exceeded  in  the  official 
“  test,  when  18  tons  17  cwts.  of  refuse  were  destroyed  in  10-| 
‘‘  hours.  The  total  amount  of  House  Refuse,  at  present, 
amounts  to  100  tons  per  week.  The  complete  destruction 
“  of  all  refuse,  and  reduction  of  noxious  fumes,  is  ensured  by 
“  the  high  temperature  maintained  without  difficulty  in  the 
“  Combustion  Chamber.  When  the  site  for  the  Destructor 
“  was  selected,  which  is  almost  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
“  many  fears  were  expressed  that  it  would  give  rise  to  serious 
“  nuisance.  These  fears  have,  so  far,  proved  groundless  ;  no 
“  complaints  having  arisen,  either  of  smell  from  the 
“  Destructor,  or  dust  from  the  chimney,  and  the  reduction  of 
the  cost  of  carting  the  refuse,  and  the  economy  derived  from 
“  the  use  of  the  steam  generated  in  the  Destructor  boilei'  for  the 
“  production  of  Electricity,  have  fully  justified  the  choice  of 
“  this  site.” 

Raunds  Ukban. — “  The  scavenging  of  the  town  seems 
“  to  be  carried  out  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  by  your  own 
“  workmen,  and  during  the  year  there  has  been  no  cause  for 
“  complaint  in  this  inatter.”  The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  : 
— “  71  pail  closets  have  been  converted  into  water  closets. 
“  17  insanitary  ashpits  have  been  abolished  and  a  great 
“  number  of  galvanised  dustbins  provided  to  houses  without 
“  receptacles  for  receiving  house  refuse.  2  defective  and 
“  dangerous  cesspools  have  been  abolished.” 

Roth  WELL  Urban. — “  The  refuse  is  at  present  removed 
“  by  public  scavengers,  who  go  round  the  town  with  a  cart  at 
“  stated  times  and  collect  it  from  boxes  set  outside  the  doors. 
“  This  system  is  somewhat  unsatisfactory,  as  the  boxes  are 
“  unsightly,  and,  moreover,  in  windy  weather  bits  of  paper 
“  and  other  refuse  are  apt  to  get  blown  about  the  streets.  I 
“  would  recommend  that  the  boxes  remain  in  the  back  yards, 
“  and  that  the  scavengers  remove  them  to  the  carts  and 
‘‘  replace  them  in  the  yards  when  emptied.” 
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Rushden  Urban. — “  Several  privies  have  been  put  on 
the  water  carriage  system.  There  are  still  a  good  number 
“  on  the  pail  system,  which  will  be  considerably  reduced 
“  when  the  adequate  supply  of  water  can  be  obtained.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “  House  refuse  is  removed 
weekly  and  destroyed  by  incineration.  I  would  again 
“  strongly  recommend  the  removal  oftener  if  possible  during 
“  the  summer  months.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — “  I  cannot  observe  that 
“  there  is  any  improvement  in  the  disposal  of  house  refuse 
“  and  excrement.  Being  an  agricultural  neighbourhood,  with 
“  a  large  percentage  of  poor  people  amongst  the  population,  it 
“  is  practically  impossible  for  them  either  to  obtain  or  utilise 
any  other  method  of  disposing  of  their  house  refuse  except 
“  in  the  garden  or  on  the  land,  and  excrement  in  covered-in 
“  ashpits  and  privy  vaults.” 

OxENDON  Rural. — “  The  removal  and  disposal  of 
“  House  Refuse  is  done  by  the  private  owners,  and  I  have 
“  not  observed  any  want  of  care  in  these  details,  indeed,  I 
“  rarely  come  across  any  want  of  cleanliness  in  these  respects, 
“  the  premises  surrounding  cottage  properties  being  generally 
“  well  cared  for.” 

POTTERSPURY  RURAL. — “  The  district  being  an  agricul- 
“  tural  one,  house  refuse,  &c.,  is  generally  disposed  of  in 
“  gardens  or  on  the  land,  but  pail  closets  are  increasing  in 
“  certain  localities,  namely,  Potterspury,  Cosgrove,  and  Old 
“  Stratford,  and  are  emptied  by  the  public  scavenger.” 

Thrapston  Rural. — Attention  is  again  drawn  to  the 
fact  “  that  there  is  no  public  scavenging  nor  any  place  where 
rubbish  can  be  deposited  ”  at  Thrapston. 


100 


Sewbeage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  extracts  of  the  Reports,  herewith 
submitted,  that  a  good  deal  of  attention  is  now  being  paid  to 
questions  of  Sewage  Disposal  in  several  of  the  Districts  of 
the  County.  I  have  already  briefly  summarised  the  action 
which  has  been  taken  during  the  year  in  an  earlier  portion  of 
this  rejDort  ;  but  the  following  facts  serve  as  a  convenient 
supplement  to  those  remarks  : — 

Brackley  Borough. — “  Sewerage  and  Drainage  in  the 
“  town  is  universal,  has  worked  wmll,  and  has  given  no 
“  trouble.  Efficient  flushing  of  the  drains  is  carried  out 
“  when  and  where  required,  but,  OAving  to  the  favourable 
“  conformation  of  the  site  of  the  town,  the  seAAmrs  have  gener- 
“  ally  a  good  fall  and  consequently  require  little  flushing. 
“  In  the  rural  portion  of  the  district,  scAA^age  disposal  is  by 
“  cesspool  and  privy.” 

DesBOROUGH  Urban. — “  OAving  to  the  unsatisfactory 
“  state  of  the  Union  Street  SeAver  it  has  had  to  be  scraped 
“  periodically.  Indeed,  the  bad  fall  of  this  seAver  Avill 
“  necessitate  its  early  relaying.  The  flushing  of  the  seAvers 
“  has  been  Avell  attended  to,  2,237  loads  of  water  having  been 
“  used  for  this  purpose  by  means  of  the  hose  and  cart.  It  is 
“  A^ery  gratifying  to  have  to  record  the  improved  ventilation 
“  of  the  public  sewers,  one  9-inch  and  seventeen  6-inch  ven- 
“  tilators  having  been  erected  during  the  year  ;  besides,  as 
“  the  action  of  your  Surveyor,  a  considerable  number  of  house 
“  drains  have  been  provided  with  proper  ventilators.  All 
“  this  added  sewer  and  drain  ventilation  cannot  fail  to  have  a 
“  most  beneficial  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  district.  A 
“  storm-Avater  seAver  has  been  laid  down  Avhich  Avill  prevent 
“  any  nuisance  arising  in  connection  Avith  the  out-fall  seAver.” 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH  URBAN. — “  Several  extensions  of 
“  the  seAver  have  been  made  during  the  year,  and  the  scheme 


101 


‘‘  ia  now  complete  for  the  time  being.  A  good  many  pro- 
“  perties  have  been  connected  with  the  sewer,  but  progress 
“  has  been  rather  slow  of  late,  but  now  that  the  water  scheme 
“  is  nearing  completion,  when  pi'oper,  regular,  and  systematic 
flushing  Avill  be  made,  I  hope  conneetions  will  go  on  much 
“  more  rapidly.  A  great  many  complaints  have  been  made  of 
“  offensive  smells  from  some  of  the  manholes.  As  I  pointed 
“  out  to  the  Council,  this  was  no  doubt  due  to  the  want  of 
“  regular  flushing,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that 
“  since  the  regular  weekly  flushing  was  commenced  the 
“  nuisance  has  considerably  abated.  Manholes  are  intended 
“  to  act  as  air  inlets,  and  certainly  should  not,  as  has  been 
“  done,  be  covered  over  with  iron  plates.  In  my  report  of 
“  last  vear  I  recommended  the  Council  to  erect  ventilating 
“  shafts  in  certain  parts  of  the  town  ;  this  has  not  been  done, 
“  and  they  are  still  much  needed.” 

Kettering  Urban.— “The  whole  of  the  remaining 
“  osiers  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  been  removed, 

“  the  commencement  of  which  Avas  reported  in  the  last 
“  Annual  Report,  and  additional  subsoil  drains  laid  over  the 
“  area.  The  ground  has  been  thoroughly  cleaned,  and  new 
“  Grips  formed,  and  the  Sewage  effluent,  which  has  been 
“  fairly  good  throughout  the  year,  will,  no  doubt,  be  further 
“  improved.  The  Filters  have  Avorked  continuously  through- 
“  out  the  year,  and  done  their  Avork  well  ;  they  have  now 
“  been  Avorking  for  six  years.” 

OUNDLE  Urban.— “  The  sewerage  and  drainage  of  the 
“  toAvn  is  excellent.  I  have  frequently  visited  the  Sewage 
“  Farm,  and  find  it  in  good  order.” 

RauNDS  Urban.— The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Sur¬ 
veyor  reports  : — “  During  the  year  a  further  portion  of  land 
“  Avas  laid  out  at  the  outfall  works  and  the  osier  beds 
“  extended.  It  is  intended  this  year  to  prepare  the  remaining 


'“portion  of  land  not  yet  prepared  for  the  treatment  of 
“  sewage.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “  The  drainage  of  the  town  is  satis- 
“  factory,  and  the  Sewage  farm  well  managed.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “  The  drainage  of  the  town 
“  is  good.  The  sewage  is  treated  by  Broad  Irrigation  at  the 
“  Sewage  farm.” 

Brackley  Rural.— “The  sewer  in  com  ‘se  of  con- 
“  struction  at  Croughton  at  the  close  of  the  previous  year  has 
“  been  completed.  A  new  sewer  has  been  laid  in  Red  Lion 
“  Street  at  Kings  Sutton,  and  sewers  have  l)een  repaired  at 
“  Sulgrave  and  Evenley.” 

Brix WORTH  Rural. — “  New  ventilating  shafts  have 
“  been  erected  at  East  Haddon,  Holdenby,  and  Moulton.  I 
“  trust  that  during  the  present  year  more  attention  may  be 
“  paid  to  this  department,  he.,  the  proper  ventilation  of 
“  sewers.  New  gullies  have  been  put  in  at  East  Haddon,  and 
“  new  manholes  to  sewers  at  Holdenby  and  Moulton.  The 
“  village  of  Church  Brampton  is  to  be  sewered  this  vear  at  a 
“  cost  of  £600.  As  there  is  a  capital  water  supply  there,  I 
“  hope  that  in  every  case  water  will  be  laid  on  to  the  w.c.'s, 
“  which  would  bring  Church  Brampton  up  to  the  level  of 
“  Chapel  Brampton— one  of  the  best  villages  as  far  as  sanitary 
“  arrangements  go  in  the  district.  New  automatic  flushing 
“  syphons  have  been  fixed  to  Brington  sewers.  Plans  have 
“  been  made  and  accepted  for  new  Filter  Beds  at  Scaldwell. 
“  Connections  to  sewers  at  Creaton  are  nearly  finished.  I 
“  strongly  recommend  that  water  be  connected  with  the 
“  w.c.’s.” 

Daventry  Rural.— “  A  Filter  Bed  was  put  in  at  Badby 
“  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  River  Nene.  Schemes  for 
“  preventing  river  pollution  from  Weedon  and  Flore  are  still 
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“  under  consideration,  I  would  urge  that  these  be  pressed 
“  forward  as  in  places  the  pollution  is  serious/’ 

GrettoN  Rural.— “  With  a  view  to  protecting  wells 
“  from  contamination,  about  180  yards  of  new  sewer  is  being 
“  laid  at  Gretton  in  lieu  of  stone  sewers  which  have  heretofore 
done  duty.  A  number  of  new  drains  have  been  laid  on 
‘‘  premises  heretofore  undrained,  and  trapped  gullies  have  in 
“  several  instances  been  substituted  for  insanitary  catch-pits.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. — “  The  main  sewage  scheme 
“  for  Yardley  Hastings  has  been  completed,  the  old  cesspools 
“  have  been  abolished,  and  the  pumping  apparatus  to  pump 
“  the  water  on  the  land  is  at  work.  All  the  private  drains, 

“  however,  have  not  yet  been  connected  with  the  main  dram, 

“  and  at  my  visit  early  last  month  the  brook  was  still  in  a 
“  most  filthy  state.  There  are  many  complaints  also  about 
“  the  smell  from  this  sewer,  and  in  my  opinion  more  venti- 
“  lators  of  a  larger  calibre  will  have  to  be  introduced.  The 
“  sewage  farm  at  Brafield  has  been  working  well,  and  there 
“  are  no  complaints  now  about  the  smells  in  the  village  since 
“  more  ventilators  have  been  provided.  At  Cogenhoe  a  septic 
-  tank  has  been  constructed  from  plans  by  Messrs.  Sharman 
“  and  Archer,  of  Wellingborough,  at  present  it  seems  working 
“  satisfactorily,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  meet  the  require- 
“  ments  of  the  County  Council  in  preventing  the  pollution  of 
“  the  river  which  previously  happened.  Speaking  for  myself 
“  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  your  Council  are  adopting  the  plan 
“  of  septic  tanks  ;  I  believe  they  are  more  scientific,  will 
“  prove  more  efficient  and  more  economical  than  the  present 
“  irrigation  farms.  I  have  visited  the  fellmongering  business 
“  at  Rush  Mills  with  Mr.  Paget  during  the  year.  We  found 
“  storm  sewage  still  polluting  the  river,  and  advised  a  small 
“  irrigation  plot  with  under  drainage  to  be  laid  out  so  as  to 
“  take  off  the  storm  water  and  excess  of  sewage.  Other  build- 
“  ing  operations  have  been  carried  out  here  and  a  road  has 
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been  constructed,  altogether  a  great  improvement  has  been 
“  made  and  the  smells  that  were  formerly"  so  noticeable  from 
“  these  Avorks  have  been  much  less  intense.  In  consequence 
“  of  complaints  about  the  smell  from  the  sewers,  extra  venti- 
“  lators  haAm  been  erected  in  the  villages  of  Milton,  Harding- 
“  stone,  and  Roade,  and  these  liaAm  effected  much  improvement 
“  in  this  respect.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  Surveyors  do  not  put 
in  such  ventilators  as  part  of  their  scheme,  as  they  are 
“  absolutely  necessary.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “  The  alterations  at  Geddington 
“  Avith  regard  to  the  drainage  liaAm  proAmd  satisfactory,  and 
“  the  condition  of  the  brook  below  the  village,  by  the  marked 
“  improvement  in  the  effluent,  is  AAmrthy  of  notice.  The 
“  Burton  Latimer  Drainage  Scheme  has  been  completed,  but 
“  it  Avould  haAm  proved  a  greater  success  had  the  Avater  supply 
“  been  successfully  carried  out  before  or  at  the  same  time  as 
“  the  neAv  seAvers  were  laid.”  The  Surveyor  also  reports  as 
folloAvs  : — “  Loddington  SeAvage  has  been  dealt  Avith  by  the 
“  Urban  Council,  and  at  the  present  time  an  intercepting  tank 
“  is  being  put  in  in  accordance  with  the  Avishes  of  the  County 
“  Council.  Orton,  Warkton,  and  Rushton  SeAA^age  Avill  also  be 
“  intercepted  as  above  in  a  feAV  months.  Broughton  SeAvage 
“  Scheme  has  passed  the  inquiry  stage,  and  Avill  probably 
“  commence  shortly.  NeAV  drainage  has  been  laid  at 
“  Broughton,  Corby,  Rushton,  and  Cottingham.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural.— “  I  have  nothing  to 
“  report  as  to  any  alteration  concerning  the  disposal  of  seAvage 
“  and  refuse  in  the  District,  there  being  no  regular  seAvage 
“  system  connected  Avith  either  accumulation  or  removal. 
“  The  Main  Sewers  have,  hoAvever,  Avorked  satisfactorily, 
although  it  Avas  found  necessary  to  again  repair  those  in 
‘‘  Upper  Boddington  and  Middleton  Cheneyu” 

Northampton  Rural. — “  The  seAvage  scheme  at  Duston 
“  seems  to  be  Avorking  fairly  Avell,  though  at  times  the  smell 
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from  tliG  irrigation  plot  is  said  to  bo  offensi\o.  I  liavo 
“  advised  that  the  land  should  }:»e  somewhat  levelled,  so  that 
“  the  effluent  can  flow  more  freely  over  it,  and  when  this  is 
“  done  much  of  the  nuisance  will,  I  believe,  be  a\oided.  I 
“  still  think  that  some  more  efflcient  ventilating  shafts  will 
“  have  to  be  provided  for  this  village  before  the  nuisance 
“  arising  from  the  smells  at  the  different  drains  can  be  ovei- 
come.  The  effluent  from  the  Bugbrooke  septic  tank  is  now 
good,  and  the  pollution  of  the  river  that  was  caused  by  the 
''  drainage  from  the  village  has  been  remedied  to  the  satisfac- 
“  tion  of  the  County  Authorities.  Complaints  from  the 
“  same  Authorities  have  been  received  concerning  the  drain- 
“  age  of  Harpole,  and  will  probably  have  to  be  met  in  the 
same  way,  as  it  seems  much  more  inexpensive  than  any 
“  other  plan  yet  devised.’' 

OXENDON  Rural. — “  The  Drainage  of  the  District  has 
‘‘  received  every  attention,  and  all  parts  have  been  kept  under 
observation,  and  cleaned  out  where  required.  A  new 
sewer  extension  has  been  laid  at  Stoke,  and  the  outfall 
^‘carried  away  from  the  village.  The  Sewage  work  at 
“  Welford,  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council  at  the  end 
‘‘  of  1903,  has  been  completed,  and  began  working  in  Decem- 
“  ber.  It  consists  of  large  settling  tanks  and  a  12-in.  sewer  ; 
“  and  the  outfall  into  the  river  Avon  has  been  dul^^  cleaned 
out.  Taking  the  drainage  of  the  district  as  a  Avhole  it  may 
1)6  considered  to  be  in  an  efflcient  state,  the  larger  villages 
have  their  settling  tanks,  which  are  emptied  and  disinfected 
“  every  quarter,  whilst  properties  not  connected  with  the 
“  pul)lic  systems  are  also  supervised  and  cleaned  out  as 
“  required.  All  sewers  and  outfalls  receive  special  attention, 
“  and  are  kept  cleaned.  The  general  attention  to  ensure  good 
“  drainage  and  water  supplies  are  large  and  essential  factors 
in  the  general  health  and  comfort  of  the  several  localities. 
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Thrapston  Rural. — “  Ko  connections  have  been  inado 
“  to  the  sewerage  system  in  Ringstead.  I  think  this  is  a 
“  matter  Avhich  should  haA^e  immediate  attention.”  In  regard 
to  StaiiAAdck,  “  the  main  seAvers  in  this  village  are  about  com- 
“  pleted.  I  hope  no  time  Avill  be  lost  in  making  connections. 
“  .  .  Plans  to  deal  Avith  the  seAA^age  of  this  Aullage  ” — 

Woodford — “  liaA^e  been  laid  before  you  and  approA^ed.” 

Towcester  Rural. — “  The  ToAA^cester  SeAvage  Farm 
“  continues  to  Avork  satisfactorily.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “  Ncaa^  drains  have  been 
“  laid  at  SyAvell  Grange,  Wilby  Hall,  Wollaston,  and  Bozeat. 
“  Three  neAv  closets  liaA^e  been  constructed  at  Wollaston  and 
“  Earls  Barton.  SeAvage  schemes  at  Isham,  Wilby,  and  Hears 
“  Ashby  are  under  consideration.  The  seAA^age  farm  Avas  in  a 
“  very  unsatisfactory  state  Avhen  inspected  in  May  last  at  Earls 
“  Barton  and  Great  Doddington.  They  AA-ere  at  once  remedied 
‘‘  and  are  noAv  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Ncav  drainage  and 
“  seAvage  farm  liaA^e  been  completed  at  Irchester  and  are 
“  AAmrking  Avell.” 


River  Pollution. 

References  under  this  heading,  not  already  dealt  Avith 
under  other  sections  of  this  report,  are  the  folloAving  : — 

Raunds  Urban. — “  The  Raunds  Brook  has  greatly  im- 
“  proved  since  the  iieAV  seAver  came  into  operation  and  the  bad 
“  smells  from  that  source  are,  Ave  hope,  almost  a  thing  of  the 
“  past — at  any  rate  there  Avas  little  to  complain  of  during  the 
“  year.” 

OUNDLE  Rural.^ — I  again  dreAv  your  attention  to  the 
“  foul  state  of  Barnwell  Brook  Avhich  runs  doAvn  the  centre 
“  of  the  village,  and  receives  most  of  the  drainage  ;  it  is  in 
“  fact  an  open  seAver,  smelling  very  much  in  summer.  I 


107 


ascertained  that  certain  persons  were  in  the  habit  of  gather- 
“  ing  watercress  and  other  plants  resembling  it,  and  offering 
“  the  same  for  sale  at  Oundle,  Higham  Ferrers,  and  other 
towns  in  the  neighbourhood.  I  consider  this  practice  is 
“  disgusting  and  dangerous  to  health.” 

Lodging-Houses. 

What  few  common  lodging-houses  there  are  in  the 
County,  appear  from  the  following  references  to  be  watched 
and  kept  well-regulated  : — 

Davbntry  Borough. — “  Regularly  inspected  and  the 
occupiers  required  to  keep  them  in  proper  sanitary  con- 
“  dition.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “  The  only  Licensed  Lodging 
House  in  the  district  has  been  ahvays  found,  when  inspected, 
in  a  satisfactory  condition,  and  with  the  exception  of  1 
case  of  Diphtheria  has  been  free  from  all  kinds  of  infectious 
disease  ;  it  appears  to  have  been  always  conducted  in  a 
““  proper  manner  in  all  respects.” 

Thrapston  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports, 
I  have  visited  the  lodging-house  in  Thrapston  regularly, 
“  and  found  it  to  be  clean  and  Avell-conducted.” 

It  also  appears  from  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  Potterspury  Rural  District  that  the  lodging- 
house  there  has  been  regularly  inspected,  and  that  there  was 
no  complaint  regarding  it. 


Slaughter-Houses. 

There  are  rather  more  references  to  the  subject  of  the 
Slaughter-houses  in  the  several  districts  of  the  county  than 
usual,  and  I  hope  that  this  fact  may  be  taken  as  indicative  of 
increased  vigilance.  Generally  the  records  as  to  slaughter- 
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houses  have  amounted  to  little  more  than  that  they,  and  other 
places  required  to  l^e  supervised,  have  been  visited  and 
appioved  ;  but  the  supervision  of  the  meat  supply  of  a  com¬ 
munity  is  hardly  a  matter  to  be  regarded  as  a  mere  formality.. 
The  following  are  the  principal  records  for  the  past  year  : — 

Brackley  Borough. — “  All  found  satisfactorv.” 

Daventry  Borough. — “  Regularly  inspected,  and  the 
occupiers  required  to  keep  them  in  proper  sanitary  con- 
“  dition.” 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “  The  slaughter-houses 
“  have  been  regularly  inspected  and,  in  all  cases,  found  clean 
and  satisfactory.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “  As  the  outcome  of  inspections 
“  of  the  Slaughter-houses  fault  has  had  to  be  found  in  refer- 
“  ence  to  only  one,  Avhich  on  several  occasions  has  called  for 
“  the  intei'vention  of  your  Inspector  in  order  to  promote  that 
state  of  sanitation  so  essential  to  an  establishment  of  the 
“  character  in  question.” 


Finedon  Urban.  “  The  five  slaughter-houses  have  also 
“  been  regularly  inspected.” 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH  URBAN.— “  These  have  been  in- 
‘‘  spected  several  times  throughout  the  year,  and  found 
“  satisfactory.” 

OUNDLE  Urban. — “  These  have  been  regularly  inspected 
“  and  found  clean  and  in  good  order.” 

Raunds  Urban.  ‘‘  Phe  Rules  and  Regulations  regard- 
“  ing  Slaughter  Houses  have  been  well  carried  out,  and 
“  everything  connected  with  them  so  far  as  cleanliness  is 
“  conceiaied  is  all  that  can  be  desired.” 
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Rothwell  Urban. — “  These  have  been  visited  from 
“  time  to  time  and  have  been  found  in  a  satisfactory  con- 
“  dition.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “  Have  been  visited  during  the  year 
“  at  intervals.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “  The  Slaughter-houses 
‘‘  have  been  visited  throughout  the  year,  and  the  condition  on 
‘‘  the  whole  has  been  Yery  fair.  Coinplaints  'were  made  in 
“  two  or  three  cases  at  the  mode  of  removal  of  the  offal,  but 
the  effect  of  the  Notices  issued  by  the  Council  has  been  very 
“  good,  so  much  so  that  all  the  offal  at  every  slaughter-house 
“  in  the  District  is  removed  directly  after  each  killing.  In 
cases  where  improvements  were  necessary  they  have  been 
“  properly  done,  and  if  the  regulations  are  carried  out  con- 
“  tinually  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  necessity  for  a 
Public  Slaughter-house  for  the  Urban  District  of  Welling- 
“  borough.”  This  last  opinion  is  apparently  based  only  on 
the  contingency  of  the  regulations  being  properly  carried 
out  ;  it  is,  therefore,  to  be  hoped  that  there  will  be  no 
relaxation,  but  rather  increased  watchfulness,  in  the  su^Der- 
vision  of  the  slaughter-houses  at  Wellingborough. 

Brackley  Rural. — The  slaughter-houses  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  are  said  to  be  “  generally  satisfactory.” 

Crick  Rural. — “  These  have  been  inspected,  and  gener- 
ally  found  in  good  order.” 

Easton-ON-the-Hill  Rural. — “  Have  been  inspected.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — With  one  exception, 
the  slaughter-houses  were  found  in  a  very  satisfactory  con¬ 
dition.  “  The  exception  referred  to  applies  to  a  slaughter- 
“  house  at  Upper  Boddington,  which  the  landlord  will  have 
either  put  in  proper  repair  or  done  away  with  completely.” 
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Thrapston  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports 
that  the  Slaughter-houses  are  in  a  fair  condition. 

Wellingborough  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector 
reports  that  the  ‘‘  slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly 
“  inspected,  and,  with  two  exceptions,  were  found  well  kept 
“  and  clean  ;  those  referred  to  are  now  satisfactory.” 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk-Shops. 

I  have  already  referred  to  the  important  subject  of  the 
inspection  of  dairy  cattle  by  a  qualified  veterinary  surgeon. 
I  herewith  append  the  report  referred  to  therein  ;  but  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  record  no  lapse  of  watchfulness  over  the 
condition  of  the  places  where  cattle  may  be  stored  or  their 
milk  exposed  for  sale. 

Brackley  Borough. — Referring  to  milk-shops,  “there 
“  are  four  registered,  all  in  good  condition.” 

Daventry  Borough. — “  Regularly  inspected,  and  the 
“  occupiers  required  to  keep  them  in  proper  sanitary  con- 
“  dition.” 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough.— “  The  dairies,  milk  shops, 

“  and  cowsheds  have  been  visited  and  found  in  a  proper 
“  condition.” 

DesboROUGH  Urban.— “As  the  result  of  inspections 
“  of  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  one  dairy  was  found  to  be 
“  dirty,  damp,  and  dark,  and  on  prompt  action  being  taken 
“  by  your  Inspector  immediate  and  decided  improvement 
“  was  effected,  otherwise  these  places  required  no  interference 
“  on  the  part  of  your  officers.” 

Finedon  Urban. — “The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have 
“  been  regularly  inspected,  and  the  demands  of  the  Inspector 
“  in  all  cases  satisfied.” 
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Irthlingborough  Urban. — “  These  have  been  in- 
“  spected  several  times  throughout  the  year,  and  found 
“  satisfactory.”' 

Kettering  Urban  and  Rural,  and  Desborough  and 
Rothwell  Urban. — Report  of  the  Inspector,  (Mr.  Trevor 
Spencer)  : — 

“  I  beg  to  state  that  during  the  past  year  I  have  made 
“  Inspections  of  premises  occupied  by  Cow  Keepers  to  the 
“  number  of  286,  and  an  individual  examination,  with  especial 
“  regard  to  the  condition  of  their  udders,  of  1731  Milking 
Cows. 

“  In  regard  to  the  Sanitary  state  of  the  CoAvsheds  in- 
‘‘  spected,  the  following  conditions  Avere  found  to  prevail  : — 

“  Good  or  Satisfactory  in  ...  243  cases 

“  Unsatisfactory  or  Bad  in  ...  29  ,, 

Relinquished  Business  during  the  year  14  ,, 


“  Total  286 


“  It  Avill  be  seen  therefore  that  the  sanitary  conditions  of 
“  the  Cowsheds  during  the  year  Avas  unsatisfactory  or  bad  in 
“  rather  more  than  10  cases  per  cent,  of  inspections  made. 

“  The  several  grounds  on  Avhicli  cause  for  complaint  has 
‘‘  been  met  AAuth  have  been,  sheds  structurally  unsuitable  and 
“  insanitary  (16  cases)  or  for  one  or  more  of  the  following 
“  reasons  in  39  cases,  viz.,  absence  of  sufficient  light,  lime- 
“  Avashing,  Avant  of  cleanliness,  improper  drainage,  insufficient 
ventilation,  or  the  too  close  proximity  of  swine. 

“  The  question  of  Water  Supply  Avhich,  on  the  Avhole, 
“  has  alAvays  been  unsatisfactory,  has  been,  oAving  to  the 
“  small  rainfall,  particularly  so  during  most  of  the  3"ear.  I 
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“  regret  to  say  that  the  important  matter  of  a  constant  supply 
“  of  good  water,  as  prescribed  by  the  Regulations,  has  had  in 
“  most  cases  to  remain  a  dead  letter,  the  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  providing  the  same  being  often  insurmountable. 

A  separate  inspection  of  every  Cow  contributing  to  the 
Milk  Supply,  and  with  especial  regard  to  the  condition  of 
“  its  udder,  has  been  made  with  the  following  results,  viz.  : — 

“  No.  of  Cows  inspected  ...  1731 

“  No.  of  normal  udders  ...  1665 

“  No.  of  abnormal  udders  ...  66  or  3-81  o  A 

1731 


“  Of  the  66  abnormal  udders,  11  only,  or  *64  per  cent,  of  the 
“  whole,  were  in  a  state  calculated  to  render  the  milk  harmful 
“  to  persons  consuming  it  in  an  uncooked  state,  owing  to  the 
“  following  conditions,  viz.  : — 


Acute  mastitis 

6 

cases. 

Tubercular  mastitis 

2 

Udder  eruptions 

3 

•>1 

11 

“  The  remaining  55,  or  3*17  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  were  cases 
“  of  atrophied  quarters  or  obliterated  milk  ducts  which,  from 
“  clinical  observation,  would  presumably  have  no  effect  on 
“  the  quality  of  the  milk. 

“  It  must  not  be  understood  from  the  foregoing  state- 
“  ment  that  there  have  been  met  with  only  11  cows  which 
“  could  possibly  have  contributed  harmful  or  tubercular- 
“  infected  milk,  for  the  reason  that  large  numbers  of  tubercle 
“  bacilli  may  be  found  in  the  milk  of  Cows  which  show  no 
“  clinical  evidence  of  udder  mischief.  The  present  unsatis- 
“  factory  state  of  the  law  on  the  subject  unfortunately  does 
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“  not  admit  of  these  latter  animals  being  weeded  ont,  as  might 
“  he  done  if  the  Tuberculin  test  were  made  the  subject  of 
“  legislation,  and  its  full  value  taken  advantage  of.  With  this 
“  latter  object  clauses  were  inserted  in  the  Draft  of  the 
“  Kettering  Improvement  Bill  with  a  view  to  securing  the 
“  necessary  powers,  but  were  objected  to  by  the  Central 
“  Chamber  of  Agriculture  on  the  ground  that  they  constituted 
“  departures  from  the  Model  Clauses  of  the  House,  and  con- 
“  sequent] y  had  to  be  withdrawn. 

“  I  submit,  however,  that  justification  for  the  insertion  of 
“  clauses,  dealing  with  the  increased  powers  referred  to,  is  to 
“  be  found  in  the  fact  that  tubercle  bacilli  have  been  dis- 
“  covered  in  from  11  to  18  per  cent,  of  samples  of  public  milk 
“  bought  in  at  least  one  of  our  large  provincial  towns,  a  con- 
“  dition  of  affairs  which  would  be  impossible  if  suitable 
“  legislative  measures  were  adopted. 

“  In  all  cases  in  which  any  important  derangement  of  the 
“  udder  has  been  met  with,  steps  have  been  at  once  taken  tO' 
“  prohibit,  pending  recovery,  any  further  use  of  milk  from 
‘‘  the  affected  animal,  in  which  connection  I  am  pleased  to 
“  report  that  the  owner  has  readily  given  his  co-operation  in 
“  all  instances.” 

OUNDLE  Urban. — “  These  have  been  regularly  inspected 
“  and  found  clean  and  in  good  order.” 

Raunds  Urban. — “  All  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are  well 
“  kept,  and  the  trade  is  carried  on  under  very  favourable 
“  sanitary  conditions.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “  Have  been  visited  during  the 
“  year  at  intervals.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “  The  Dairies,  Cowsheds, 
“  and  Milkshops  have  all  been  visited  and  found  satisfactory. 
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“  .  .  In  tlie  Autumn  there  was  a  question  raised  as  to  the 

“  fitness  of  the  inilk  supplied  by  the  Sewage  Farm  Dairy  for 
“  human  food.  There  were  several  complaints  from  various 
consumers,  and  it  was  thought  advisable  to  have  an  analysis 
‘‘  of  specimens  made  :  the  Analyst  found  the  milk  not  only 
“  good  and  Avholesome  l)ut  even  richer  in  nourishing  con- 
“  stituents  than  average  good  milk.  If  consumers  had  really 
cause  for  complaint,  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  defects 
“  occurred  after  the  milk  passed  into  other  hands  and  were 
not  attributable  to  its  source.’’ 

Brixworth  Rural. — “  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  been 
“  inspected  and  found  fairly  satisfactory.” 

Crick  Rural. — “  These  have  been  inspected,  and 
“  generally  found  in  good  order.” 

Easton-ON-THE-Hill  Rural.— “  Have  been  inspected.” 

HardingstoNE  Rural. — “  These  have  been  visited 
during  the  year,  and  a  great  improvement  has  been  made. 
Some  are  quite  modern  and  in  a  first-class  condition,  Avhilst 
the  others  have  been  greatly  improA-ed.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural.— “  Sources  of  Milk  Supply 
are  on  the  Avhole  Avell  kept.” 

Northampton  Rural. — “The  dairies  and  coAvsheds 
“  have  been  periodically  visited,  and  tAvice  a  yeai-  the  Sanitary 
“  Inspector  makes  a  detailed  report  on  them  to  your  Council. 
“  On  the  Avhole,  there  has  been  a  most  distinct  improvemeiit 
“  in  these  buildings  since  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  in  one 
“  of  the  worst  cases,  which  has  given  the  Council  much 
“  concern,  the  old  buildings  luiA^e  been  entirely  demolished 
“  and  neAA^  ones  erected.*’ 

OUNDLE  Rural. — “The  Dairies  and  CoAvsheds  have 
“  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  satisfactorAv” 
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FottersPURY  Rural. — They  are  said  to  be  regularly 
inspected,  and  that  there  is  no  complaint  regarding  them. 

Thrapston  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports 
that  the  cowsheds  have  been  frequently  inspected  and  are 
“  much  improved.”  In  one  instance,  at  Stanwick,  new 
premises  have  been  erected. 

Wellingborough  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector 
reports  that  the  “  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  have  been 
“  regularly  inspected.  Alterations  and  improvements  have 
“  been  made  at  several  of  the  farm  premises,  but  there 
“  remains  much  to  be  done.” 

Factories  and  Workshops  (Bakehouses). 

The  inspection  and  supervision  of  all  workshops  was  put 
on  a  much  better  footing  bv’^  means  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Act,  1901,  and,  since  that  Act  came  into  operation,  it  has 
been  continuously  evident  that  the  great  appreciation  of  the 
duties  imposed  upon  them  by  it  at  the  time  has  been  shown 
by  the  Health  Officials  of  the  Districts  within  the  County  to 
have  suffered  no  diminution.  This  year  a  fresh  Table  is 
introduced  into  the  Annual  Reports  of  all  Medical  Officers  of 
Health,  prepared  by  the  Home  Office  for  their  guidance  and 
convenience  in  preparing  that  part  of  their  Annual  Report 
which  relates  to  factories,  workshops,  workplaces,  and  home 
work.  It  is  stated  that  “  it  is  not  intended  to  supersede  the 
“  fuller  statement  which  is  desirable  in  the  text  of  the  Report, 
“  but  to  ])rovide  for  uniformity  in  the  presentation  of  such 
“  particulars  as  lend  themselves  to  statistical  treatment.”  A 
summary  of  these  Tables  is  given  at  the  end  of  this  Report, 
and  the  facts  with  regard  to  the  supervision  of  factories  and 
worksho])s  in  most  of  the  Districts  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  references  : — 

BracKLEY  Borough. — “  There  are  15  workshops  on  the 
“  Register,  they  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  comply 
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with  the  conditions  of  the  Act/'  Bakehouses  tire  reported 
as  “  all  satisfactory.” 

Daventry  Borough.— “  The  Table  required  (for  the 
“  first  time)  by  the  Secretary  of  State  shows  16  workshops,  3 
work  places  and  (i  bakehouses  ;  all  these  have  been  inspected 
“  twice  during  the  year  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and 
“  myself  and  no  defects  noted.  I  have  received  no  list  of  out- 
workers  during  the  year,  and  on  enquiring  I  am  informed 
that  no  work  is  given  out.” 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “  I  have  visited  all  the 
factories  in  the  town,  and  have  found  them,  for  the  most 
part,  satisfactory  as  regards  their  sanitary  condition,  but  in 
some  cases  minor  defects  have  been  discovered  which  your 
Sanitary  Officer  will  see  are  properly  remedied.” 

Desborough  Urban.— “  The  Factories,  Workshops,  and 
“  Bakehouses  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time,  and  with 
the  exception  of  occasionally  finding  the  water-closet  pans 
in  a  dirty  condition  and  which  has  been  promptly  remedied 
on  bringing  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  those  responsible, 
there  has  been  nothing  to  complain  of.” 

Finedon  Urban. — “  There  are  11  Factories  and  10 
Workshops  in  the  town,  and  lists  of  69  outworkers  have 
been  supplied.  The  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Honie- 
“  workers’  premises  have  been  frequently  inspected,  and  it 
“  has  not  been  necessary  to  send  in  any  written  notices  of 
‘‘  complaints,  and  there  have  been  no  prosecutions  under  the 
“  Act.  Any  demands  made  by  your  Sanitary  Iiispector  have 
“  been  readilv  acceded  to.” 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH  URBAN. — “  Periodical  inspection  of 
factories,  workshops,  and  work-places  have  been  made 
“  during  the  year  by  your  inspector  and  myself,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  in  some  of  the 
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factories,  the  requirements  of  the  Act  as  regards  ventilation, 
air  space,  general  cleanliness,  &c.,  have  been,  on  the  whole, 
very  well  carried  out.  In  some  of  the  factories  the  closet 
accommodation  is  not  suitable,  and  in  others,  in  my  opinion, 
not  sufficient  ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  these  defects  will  be 
“  removed  when  the  water  scheme  is  completed.  I  would, 
however,  suggest  that  the  Council  lay  down  and  enforce  a 
“  standard  of  sufficiency  and  suitability  of  sanitary  accommo- 
dation  for  persons  employed  in  factories  and  workshops.  I 
regret  to  have  again  to  draw  attention  to  the  filthy  condition 
in  which  a  good  many  of  the  closets  in  the  factories  were 
“  found.  In  my  last  report  I  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
manufacturers  would  devise  some  means  to  keep  them  in  a 
“  more  cleanly  state.  No  improvement  has  taken  place,  and 
I  wmuld  suggest  that  a  printed  notice  be  posted  up  on  every 
“  w.c.  door,  insisting  on  proper  flushing  and  greater  clean- 
“  liness  on  the  part  of  those  using  them.  All  the  factories 
“  and  workshops  are  now  provided  with  sufficient  means  of 
“  escape  in  case  of  Are.  Bakehouses  were  all  found  clean  and 
“  w^ell  kept,  and  the  requirements  of  the  Act  in  every  respect 
faithfully  carried  out.  There  are  no  underground  bake- 
“  houses.” 

Kettbeing  Urban — “  The  alterations  as  to  the  further 
“  Inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops  have  thrown  addi- 
“  tional  duties  on  your  officers,  and  there  have  been 
“  difficulties  in  the  way  of  their  carrying  out  these  duties,  as 
“  far  as  the  Workshops  are  concerned,  as  a  considerable  num- 
“  ber  of  the  Manufacturers  have  neglected  to  send  in  lists  of 
out-workers,  which  it  is  their  duty  to  do.  It  appears  that 
“  this  should  be  made  Compulsory  by  the  Council.  In  con- 
“  nection  with  out-workers,  work  was  found  in  one  house 
“  only  after  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  that 
“  immediately  after  notification.  The  patient  was  at  once 
‘‘  removed  to  the  Hospital.” 
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OuNDLE  Urban. — “  The  workshops  in  the  Schedule 
have  been  visited  and  found  satisfactory  as  to  lighting,  air 
space,  ventilation,  and  sanitation.” 


Raunds  Urban. — “  The  Factories  and  Workshops  in 
the  District  have  been  regularly  inspected  by  Mr.  Yorke 
and  myself  during  the  year,  and  with  the  exception  of  three 
cases  requiring  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  being 
remedied,  one  of  which  has  been  done  and  two  now  in 
hand,  we  found  that  all  the  requirements  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Act  and  the  Public  Health  Act  have  been 
carried  out  as  regards  sanitation,  sanitary  conveniences,  air¬ 
space,  ventilation,  and  general  cleanliness.  It  has  not  been 
found  necessary  to  take  any  action  to  enforce  the  removal 
of  any  nuisance  injurious  to  health.  Section  22  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  has  been  adopted  in 
the  District,  but  as  yet  no  standard  of  sufficiency  and  suit¬ 
ability  of  sanitary  accommodation  for  persons  employed  in 
factories  and  workshops  has  been  enforced,  and  no  Lists  of 
Outworkers  for  home  work  have  been  received.  These  lists 
should  l)e  received  twice  a  year.  In  comparison,  however, 
with  former  years  the  number  of  outworkers  in  this  Dis¬ 
trict  is  very  small,  the  great  majority  being  employed  inside 
the  factories  and  Avorkshops,  and,  so  far  as  health  is  con¬ 
cerned,  I  consider  it  a  great  improvement  on  the  old  system 
of  working  in  the  dAvelling-houses  and  small  stuffy  shops 
at  home.  In  the  Raunds  District  we  have  no  fewer  than  21 
factories,  7  workshops,  and  5  bakeries  coming  under  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act.” 


Rothwell  Urban. — “  Bakehouses  these  on  inspection 
were  all  found  to  be  satisfactory.  There  are  no  underground 
bakeries  in  the  town.  .  .  All  the  factories  and  as  many 

of  the  workshops  as  could  be  found  out  have  been  inspected. 
In  one  or  two  the  W.C.’s  were  not  properly  flushed,  but 
these  defects  were  remedied  Avhen  pointed  out,  in  the 
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remainder  the  sanitary  conditions  were  satisfactory.  No 
case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified  from  any  of  the 
houses  of  the  out-workers.” 

Rushdbn  Urban. — “  Factories  and  Workshops  have 
‘‘  been  inspected  at  intervals  during  the  year.  Outworkers  to 
“  the  number  of  4()8  have  been  visited  in  the  town.  A  return 
“  of  1()9  hand  woi’kers  for  Rushden  firms  have  been  sent  to 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  in  whose  districts  they  reside, 
twice  during  the  year.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “  The  requirements  of 
‘‘  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  dealing  with  the  lists  of 
outworkers  have  been  duly  carried  out.  The  workshops 
have  been  visited,  and  w^here  notices  have  been  served  for 
“  improvements  they  have  been  efficiently  and  properly  done. 
“  According  to  the  report  on  Factories,  Workshops,  Laun- 
dries,  &c.,  there  were  300  inspections  of  Workshops  and 
“  Laundries,  and  12  of  workplaces  and  10  of  home-workers 
‘‘  premises.  The  defects  found  were  9  want  of  cleanliness 
‘‘  which  were  remedied.  There  were  3  want  of  ventilation, 
“  also  remedied  ;  unsuitable  sanitary  accommodation,  4  of 
“  wdiich  were  remedied  ;  matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories,  failure  to  affix  abstract  of  the  Factory  and 
“  Workshop  Act,  ().  Underground  Bakehouses  in  use  at  the 
end  of  1904  were  3.  Total  number  of  workshops  on  Regis- 
“  ter,  180.” 

Bracklby  Rural. — The  condition  of  the  Bakehouses 
is  recorded  as  being  generally  satisfactory.  “  I  have  visited 
the  Avorkshops  remaining  on  the  original  list,  and  found 
“  that  they  fulfil  the  conditions.  The  district  is  purely  agri- 
cultural  and  rural,  and  such  as  there  are  only  come  within 
the  letter  and  not  the  spirit  of  the  Factory  Act  of  1901.” 

Brixworth  Rural.— “  Factories  and  Workshops  are 
kept  up  to  the  required  standard,  as  far  as  cleanliness 
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“  and  sanitation  are  required.  Large  ventilators  were  put  up 
“  at  the  Spratton  Factory.” 

Daventry  Rural. — ‘‘  I  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  in 
“  visits  and  Inspections  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
“Act  1901,  but  in  a  purel}"  Rural  District  these  are  not 
“  numerous.  I  found  them  as  a  whole  satisfactory,  and  the 
“  vai'ious  sections  of  the  Act  complied  with.” 

Easton-ON-the-Hill  Rural. — Bakehouses  have  been 
inspected,  “  and  regard  has  been  paid  to  the  Factory  and 
“  Workshops  Act.” 

Gretton  Rural. — “  There  is  in  the  District  one 
“  clothing  Manufactory  employing  27  hands.  There  are  6 
“  bakehouses,  0  ‘  workplaces,’  and  4  slaughter-houses.  All 
“  are  regularly  inspected  and  efficiently  supervised.” 

HardingstoNE  Rural. — “  These  hardly  exist  in  this 
“  district.  There  are  three  small  boot  factories  all  in  good 
“  order,  and  the  few  Avorkshops  (an  average  of  about  two  to 
“  each  village)  are  all  in  a  clean  state.  .  .  The  bakehouses 

“  are  all  clean  and  in  good  order — the  provision  as  to  regular 
“  white-Avashing  is  strictly  insisted  on.  There  are  no  under- 
“  ground  bakehouses.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — There  are  no  Factories 
in  the  District,  but  the  Bakehouses  are  said  “  to  be  in  a  Anry 
“  satisfactory  condition.” 

Northampton  Rural. — “  As  regards  the  Factory  Act 
“  there  is  little  that  calls  for  remark.  We  haAn  only  one 
“  small  hoot  factory  at  Kislingbury,  and  there  are  a  feAA^ 
“  Avorkshops  in  the  village  of  Harpole  ;  they  are  Ausited 
“  periodically  and  are  all  in  a  favoural)le  condition.  The 
“  bakehouses  are  clean,  and  attention  is  paid  that  they  are 
“  kept  regularly  AvhiteAvashed  ;  there  are  no  underground 
“  bakehouses.” 
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OUNDLE  Rural. — “  The  few  workshops  and  bakehouses 
‘‘  in  the  District  were  regularly  inspected  and  found  satis- 
‘‘  factory.  There  is  really  very  little  that  comes  under  this 
“  Act.’^ 

OXENDON  Rural. — “  There  are  no  Factories  or  W oi'k- 
“  shops  other  than  Bakehouses  in  the  District.  .  .  Proper 

“  inspections  of  the  premises  have  been  made,  and  sanitary 
“  requirements  have  been  carried  out  with  reference  to  them. 
“  The  keeping  of  lists  of  Outworkers  has  been  duly  per- 
“  formed,  and  notices  duly  received  from  other  Councils  as 
“  required.  There  are  seven  Outworkers’  homes  at  Bray- 
“  l)rooke,  two  at  Farndon,  and  eight  at  Welford,  and  all  have 
“  been  visited  and  inspected,  and  no  insanitary  conditions  or 
“  other  matters  found  to  which  the  Act  applies.” 

POTTERSPURY  RURAL. — There  are  three  local  factories. 
“  These  factories  are  kept  in  a  clean  state,  have  no  wet  floors, 
“  are  free  from  effluvia  arising  from  any  drain,  water  closet, 
“  &c.,  are  not  overcrowded,  are  properly  ventilated,  and  have 
“  suitable  sanitary  accommodation.  No  home  work  is  given 
“  out,  and  an  Abstract  of  the  Act  is  affixed  where  required  by 
“  section  133.  Provision  is  also  made  for  safety  from  fire. 
“  .  .  There  is  only  one  underground  bakehouse  in  the  dis- 

“  trict,  but  it  has  been  certified,  as  it  complies  with  the 
“  provisions  of  clause  4,  section  101,  of  the  Factoi’y  and 
“  Workshop  Act,  as  regards  construction,  light,  ventilation, 
“  and  in  all  other  respects.’" 

Thrapston  Rural. — The  number  of  Workshops  is 
“  largely  on  the  decrease,  for  example,  in  Ringstead  out  of  70 
‘‘  workshops  and  work-places  there  are  now  only  five  ;  and 
“  in  Woodford  the  numl^er  has  decreased  from  19  to  (>.  This 
“  is  owing  to  the  shortage  of  work  in  the  shoe  trade  and  also 
“  to  the  tendency  to  have  work  of  this  sort  done  in  factories 
“  instead  of  work-places  attached  to  the  homes  of  the  people. 
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I  have  visited  the  Millinery  and  Dressmaking  establishments 
‘‘  and  fonnd  them  satisfactory.  The  Acts  appear  to  have  been 
complied  with.”  The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  there 
is  no  overcrowding  and  that  the  places  are  fairly  clean.  He 
also  reports  that  the  Bakehouses  are  in  a  fair  condition. 

Towcester  Rural. — “  In  compliance  with  the  require- 
‘‘  ments  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  1901,  I  have 
systematically  visited  various  Workshops  and  Workplaces 
‘‘  in  the  district  and  have  not  found  any  defects  requiring 
“  action.  .  .  Section  22  of  the  Pul)lic  Health  Acts  Aniend- 

“  ment  Act  1890,  which  deals  with  the  provision  of  sufficient 
sanitary  conveniences  in  Factories,  has  not  been  adopted  by 
“  the  District  Council.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector 
reports  as  follows  : — “  Home  Work. — Again  much  difficulty 
“  Avas  experienced  in  getting  some  of  the  manufacturers  to 
“  forward  their  lists  of  out-workers.  They  should  be  for- 
“  Avarded  on  or  before  the  first  daA"  of  Fel)ruarA"  and  the  1st 

t/ 

day  of  August  in  each  year.  Proceedings  AA^ere  taken  against 
‘‘  F.  Shelton,  shoe  manufacturer,  Wollaston,  and  H.  Corby, 
“  shoe  agent,  Bozeat,  and  both  Avere  fined  for  failing  to  send 
“  in  their  list.  The  total  number  employed  as  out-AAmrkers 
‘‘  throughout  the  district  is  1,1G7,  viz.,  912  men  and  255 
“  Avomen.  In  1903,  8()3  men  and  421  Avomen  Avere  employed. 
“  In  1902,  the  number  of  out-Avorkers  employed  Avere  930 
“  jnen  and  520  Avomen.  These  figures  sIioav  that  only  about 
“  half  the  number  of  Avomen  are  employed  in  the  shoe 
‘‘  trade  as  against  twm  years  ago.  There  is  also  a  ]*eduction  in 
“  the  nmnber  of  men,  many  of  Avhom  have  Avork  from  several 
“  different  firms.  There  has  been  no  complaint  for 
“  general  cleanliness  or  overcroAvding  in  any  of  the  Work- 
shops  or  Factories,  and  the  conditions  under  Avhich  home 
“  AAun-k  is  done  is  still  improving.  The  Avorkers  always 
“  readily  comply  Avith  any  request  I  bring  before  them  as  to 
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“  lime-washing,  fixing  abstract,  etc.,  etc.  Bakehouses  have 
“  been  visited  and  inspected,  and,  with  three  exceptions,  were 
well  kept  and  clean.  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  called 
my  attention  to  one  at  Irchester,  and  the  other  defaulters 
‘‘  resided  at  Hears  Ashby  and  Isham.  They  were  attended  to 
“  at  once.” 

Food  Inspection. 

A  certain  amount,  but  not  a  large  one,  of  unsound  food 
is  usnallv  seized  annnallv  in  certain  Districts  of  the  Conntv, 
and  the  year  1904  is  represented  by  about  the  average  quantity 
and  kind.  The  inspection  of  food  exposed  for  sale  or  intended 
for  human  consumption  is  referi’ed  to,  however,  in  only  a  few 
of  the  Districts,  and  the  following  references  are  mainly  in 
respect  of  seizures  : — 

IRTHLINCBOROUGH  URBAN. — “  A  fishmonger  reported 
“  to  me  that  a  quantity  of  fish  he  had  received  in  the  usual 
“  way  was,  in  his  opinion,  unfit  for  food.  I  at  once  com- 
“  municated  with  your  inspector,  who  had  no  hesitation  in 
“  condemning  and  destroying  it.” 

Kettering  Urban.— The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports 
that  “  five  boxes  of  mackerel  being  found  unfit  for  food,  were 
“  condemned  and  destroyed.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “The  Markets  have  been 
“  visited  each  Market  dav,  and  no  unsound  or  diseased  food 
“  was  discovered.” 

POTTERSPURY  RURAL. — “  No  case  under  this  heading 
“  was  reported  during  the  past  year.” 

Towcester  Rural. — “  There  was  one  prosecution 
“  under  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875,  where  a  (juantity  of 
“  unsound  meat  supposed  to  be  intended  for  sale  as  human 
“  food  was  seized  and  condemned.  No  conviction  followed 


but  the  Magistrates  expressed  an  opinion  that  it  was  a 
proper  case  to  bring  forward.’' 

Wellingborough  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector 
reports,  “  In  October  last,  I  seized  a  quantity  of  fish  exposed 
for  sale  in  a  shop  at  Irchester,  which  was  condemned  and 
“  afterwards  destroyed.  No  proceedings  were  instituted 
against  the  offender.” 


Cemeteries. 

The  only  record  under  this  heading  is  from  the  Brix- 
worth  Rural  District,  to  the  effect  that  “  a  new  Burial  Ground 
has  been  found  for  Spratton,  and  will  be  opened  next 
week.” 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  but  few  of  these  in  the  County  ;  but  the  one 
tan-yard  in  the  Borough  of  Brackley  is  reported  as  being  in  a 
satisfactory  condition,  and  the  Fellmongering  business  in  the 
Hardingstone  Rural  District  has  already  been  referred  to 
under  the  heading  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  From 
the  latter  district,  however,  it  is  also  reported  that  “  one 
“  license  for  horse-slaughtering  has  been  granted,  at  a  con- 
siderable  distance  from  any  dwelling.” 


CHARLES  E.  PAGET, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


County  Hall,  Northampton, 
April  20th,  1905. 
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LIST  OF  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1905. 


DISTRICT. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

RESIDENCE. 

U  rban  : — 

Brackley 

(Borougli) 

J.  S.  Fenton,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  ... 

Bi-acklev 

t.' 

Daventiy 

(Borough) 

C.  F.  Oldacres,  m.r.c.S. 

Daventry 

%/ 

Higliam  Feri'ers 
(Borough) 

J.  Crew,  M.R.C.S.,  .r.p. 

Highani  Ferrers 

Desborouo-h 

H.  Gribbons,  m.d. 

Desborough 

Finedoii 

H.  Burland.  m.r.c.S. 

Fine  don 

Irthlinghorough  . . . 

W.  Robb,  M.B. 

Irthlingboi'ough 

Kettering 

J.  W.  Dryland,  M.R.C.S.,  .j.p _ 

Ketteiing 

Oundle 

B.  R.  Turner,  M.B. 

Oundle 

Raunds 

W.  Mackenzie,  l.r.c.p. 

Raunds 

Roth  well 

J.  More,  M.D. 

Roth  well 

Rushden 

F.  H.  Morris,  m.d 

W  ellingboi'ough 

Wellingborough  . . . 

W.  W.  Clark,  M.D.  .J.P. 

W  ellingborough 

Rural 

Brackley 

G.  N.  Stathers,  m.r.c.S.,  d.p.h. 

Brackley 

Brixworth 

E.  M.  Knott,  M.R.c  s.  •  ... 

Brixworth 

Crick 

G.  Wilson,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Warwick 

Daventr  j 

A.  R.  Darley,  m.d. 

West  Haddon 

Easton-on-the-Hill 

T.  P.  Greenwood,  M.R.C.S.  ... 

Stamford 

Grretton 

J.  E.  O’Connor,  M.B.,  d.p.h _ 

Kirby  Muxloe, 

Hardingstone 

G.  H.  Percival,  M.B. 

Leicester 

Northampton 

Kettering 

J.  W.  Dryland,  m.r.c.S.,  j.p.... 

Kettering 

Middleton  Cheney 

J.  I.  Johnson,  L.R.C.P. 

Sulgrave, 

Northampton 

G.  H.  Percival,  M.B. 

Banbury 

Northampton 

Oundle 

C.  N.  Elliott,  M.B. 

Oundle 

Oxendon 

T.  A.  Durrant,  m.r.c.S. 

Market 

Potterspury 

T.  S.  Maguire,  m.d. 

Harboi’ough 
Stony  Stratford 

Thrapston 

C.  N.  Elliott,  M.B. 

Oundle 

Towcester 

C.  Simpson,  M.B. 

Towcester 

W ellingborough  . . . 

F.  H.  Morris,  m.d. 

W  ellingborough 
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SUMMARY  OF  REPORTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
MEDICAL  OFFK'ERS  OF  HEALTH. 


Yame  of  District. 

Brackley  Borough. 


Daventry  Borough. 


Higham  Ferrers 
Borough. 


Prominent  Features  of  Report. 

(a)  Fairly  low  general  mortality. 
(h)  Small  zymotic  sickness  rate. 
(c)  Extension  of  cottage  pro¬ 
perty,  and  some  improve¬ 
ment  in  old  property  effected; 
but  some  cottages  should  be 
demolished  altogether. 

(a)  Rather  high  general,  but  fair 

infantile,  mortalities. 

(b)  Small  amount  of  zymotic 

sickness. 

(c)  Public  water  supply  now^ 

complete. 

(а)  Low  general  and  infantile 

mortalities. 

(б)  Small  amount  of  notifiable 

zymotic  sickness,  but  con¬ 
siderable  prevalence  of 
whooping-cougli. 

(r)  Need  of  apparatus  for  the 
disinfection  of  infected 


clothing. 


(d) 


Public  water  supply  not  com¬ 
pleted,  but  in  progress. 


Desborough  Urban,  (a)  Low  general,  but  high  in¬ 
fantile,  mortality. 

(6)  Prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
(r)  Shortage  of  Public  Water 
Supply. 


Xame  of  District. 


Promix RNT  Peatttres  of  Report. 


(d) 

House  connections  witli 

sewers  nearly  completed, 
and  ventilation  of  sewers 
improved. 

(«) 

Some  trouble  in  reo-ulatino’ 
pig-keeping. 

Finedon  Urban. 

(a) 

Fair  general,  but  excessive 
infantile,  mortality. 

W 

Serious  outbreak  of  Enteric 
Fever  due  to  tke  drinking* 
of  water  contaminated  by 
sewage. 

(0 

Completion  of  scheme  of 

✓ 

Public  Water  Supply. 

Irthlingborough 

(a) 

Low  general  and  infantile 

U  rban. 

mortalities. 

(0 

Epidemics  of  Rotheln  and 
Scarlet  Fever. 

(<■) 

Isolation  Hospital  question 
discussed  and  postponed. 

(d) 

Completion  of  Sewerage 
Scheme,  and  approaching 
completion  of  Public  Water 
Supply  Scheme. 

Kettering  Urban. 

(a) 

Lov/  general,  but  rather  high 
infantile,  mortality. 

(0 

High  phthisis  mortality. 

(0 

Scarlet  -  fever  prevalent 
throughout  the  year,  as  w*ell 
as  Measles. 

(d) 

Joint  Isolation  Hospital  of 
great  service,  and  much 
appreciated. 

Name  of  District. 


Prominent  Features  of  Ueport. 

(f)  Good  progress  made  in  con¬ 

nection  with  new  Reservoir. 
(  f)  linpi'o venient  at  Sewage 
Works  carried  out. 

(g)  Refuse  Destructor  now  in 

use. 


Oundle  Urban.  (a) 

(0 

(<■') 

Raunds  Urban.  (a) 

(0 

(0 

(d) 

(e) 

Rothwell  Urban.  (0 

(0 

(0 

(d) 


Low  general,  but  higli  in¬ 
fantile,  mortality. 

Small  amount  of  notifiable 
zymotic  sickness. 
Desirability  of  Urban  Coun¬ 
cil  combining  with  Rural 
Council  for  use  of  the  latter’s 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Low  general,  but  rather  high 
infantile,  mortality. 

Small  amount  of  zymotic 

t/ 

sickness. 

Pollution  of  Binok  in  town 
abated. 

Sinking  of  w^ell  for  a  Public 
AVater  Supply  proceeding. 
Further  laying  out  of  land 
at  Sewage  Farm  in  hand. 

Low"  general  and  infantile 
mortalities. 

Small  amount  of  zymotic 
sickness. 

Public  water  supply  has 
proved  quite  satisfactory. 
Improvement  suggested  in 
reg'ard  to  scavenering’ 

^  O  O 


Name  of  District. 

Rushden  Urban, 
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Prominent  Features  of  Report. 

(a)  Low  general,  but  ratlier  bigli 
infantile,  mortality. 

(h)  Lai-ge  prevalence  of  Scarlet- 
fever  of  a  mild  type. 

(r)  Public  Water  Supply  not 
completed,  but  in  progress, 
(d)  Several  privies  converted  to 
water-carriage  system. 


Wellingborough 
U  rban. 


(a)  Low  general,  but  bigli  in¬ 

fantile,  mortality. 

(b)  Comparatively  small  amount 

of  zymotic  sickness,  with 
the  exception  of  Erysipelas, 
(e)  Slaughterhouses  under 
better  control,  but  Public 
Slaughterhouse  not  yet  re¬ 
commended. 

(d)  Improved  methods  of  disin¬ 
fection. 


Brackley  Rural.  (a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

Brixworth  Rural.  (a) 


High  general  and  infantile 
mortalities. 

Small  amount  of  zymotic 
sickness. 

Question  of  an  Isolation  Hos¬ 
pital  not  yet  settled. 

Water  supply  from  shallow 
wells,  but  absence  of  cases 
of  water-borne  disease. 

New  sewers  at  Croughton 
and  Kings  Sutton. 

High  general  and  infantile 
mortalities. 
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Name  of  District. 


Crick  Rural. 


Daventry  Rural. 


Prominent  Featuim:s  of  Report. 
(h)  Considerable  prevalence  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  and  epidemics 
of  Measles  and  Whooping 
Coug’h  in  sevei*al  villages. 

(c)  Want  of  cottage  accommoda- 

datioii. 

(d)  Want  of  Isolation  Hospital, 

and  Disinfecting  Apparatus. 

(а)  High  general,  but  low  in¬ 

fantile,  mortality. 

(б)  Freedom  from  zymotic  sick¬ 

ness. 

(c)  No  works  of  a  public  nature, 
and  only  one  new  house. 

(a)  Low  general,  and  fairly  low 
infantile,  mortality. 

(h)  Several  outbreaks  of  Measles 
and  Whooping  Cough. 

(c)  Long  Ruckby  Water  Supply 

Scheme  nearly  completed, 
but  that  for  Badby  still 
under  consideration. 

(d)  Filter-bed  for  sewa,ge  at 

Badby  put  in  ;  but  schemes 
for  preventing  sewage-pol¬ 
lution  at  Weedon  and  Flore 
not  yet  approved. 


Easton-on-the-Hill  («) 
Rural. 

W 

(c) 


High  general  and  infantile 
mortalities. 

Small  amount  of  notifiable 
zymotic  sickness. 

With  falling  population,  there 
is  adequate  house  accommo 
dation  ;  but  there  is  also  no 
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ISAME  OP  DiSTUICT.  PROMINENT  PeATORES  OF  KePORT. 


Gretton  Rural.  (a) 

(h) 

(c) 

Hardingstone  Rural,  (a) 

(b) 

(0) 

(d) 

(«) 

Kettering  Rural.  (a) 

(b) 

(c) 


supervision  over  the  erection 
of  new  houses. 

High  general,  but  low  in¬ 
fantile,  mortalitv. 

t/ 

Ho  notifiable  zymotic  sick¬ 
ness,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever. 

Some  drainage  work  done  at 
Gretton. 

High  general  and  infantile 
mortalities. 

Large  prevalence  of  Scarlet- 
fever  in  certain  villag'es. 

Severe  epidemics  of  Measles 
at  Wootton  and  Quinton. 

Water  supply  for  Denton 
completed,  for  Brafield  in 
hand. 

Sewage  scheme’  for  Yardley 
Hastings  completed,  and  a 
septic  tank  at  Cogenhoe. 

Fair  general,  but  high  in¬ 
fantile,  mortality. 

Comparatively  small  amount 
of  zymotic  sickness,  but  an 
outbreak  of  Diphtheria  at 
Fytchley. 

Great  utility  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital  in  checking  the 
spread  of  zymotic  diseases 
in  villages. 
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Name  op  Distkict. 


Middleton  Cheney 
Rural. 


Prominent  Features  of  Report. 

{d)  Considerable  shortness  of 
water  in  several  localities, 
(e)  Considerable  additions  to 
schemes  for  sewage  dis¬ 
posal. 

(а)  High  general  and  infantile 

mortalities. 

(б)  No  Isolation  Hospital  or 

means  for  disinfecting  cloth¬ 
ing 

(c)  Few  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 

at  Chipping  Warden,  and 
an  epidemic  of  Whooping 
Congh  in  Upper  and  Lower 
Boddington. 

(d)  No  systematic  sewage  dis¬ 

posal  systems. 


Northampton  (a) 

Rural. 

(h) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

Oundle  Rural.  (a) 


High  general,  but  fairly  low 
infantile,  mortality. 

Large  prevalence  of  Scarlet- 
fever  at  Dallington,  Har- 
pole,  and  Bngbrooke. 

Need  of  an  Isolation  Hospital 
to  check  outbreaks  of  in¬ 
fectious  disease. 

Septic  tank  put  in  at  Bug- 
brooke ;  Harpole  sewage 
under  consideration. 

Water  Supply  Scheme  for 
Huston  now  under  consider¬ 
ation. 

High  general,  but  low  in¬ 
fantile,  mortality. 


'Name  of  District. 


Prominent  Fea'jttres  of  Report. 


(h) 

(<-') 

(d) 

Oxendon  Rural.  (0 

(b) 

(^) 

(lO 

(e) 

(/) 

Potterspury  Rural.  («) 

(^) 

(c) 

(d) 

Thrapston  Rural.  («) 

(b) 


Considerable  prevalence  of 
Scarlet-fever. 

Pollntion  of  Barnwell  Brook. 
Completion  of  Isolation  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  provision  of  Dis¬ 
infecting  Apparatus. 

Higli  general  and  infantile 
mortalities. 

Small  amount  of  notifiable 
zymotic  sickness ;  but  out¬ 
break  of  Whooping- coiigli 
at  Bravbrooke,  and  German 
Measles  at  Oxendon. 

Want  of  Isolation  Hospital, 
and  Disinfecting  Apparatus. 
Want  of  Public  Water  Supply 
at  Braybrooke. 

Settling- tanks  at  Welford 
completed. 

Appointment  of  a  Veterinary 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  Milk 
r  e  commen  d  e  d . 

High  general,  but  fair  in¬ 
fantile,  mortality. 

Prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever 
of  mild  type. 

JSTo  advance  in  the  provision 
of  Public  Water  Supplies. 
Increase  of  pail- closets  in 
certain  parts  of  the  district. 

Kather  high  general  and  in¬ 
fantile  mortalities. 

Small  amount  of  zymotic 
sickness. 
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Name  of  District. 


Towcester  Rural. 


Prominent  Features  of  Report. 

(c)  I^eed  of  a  Public  Water 

Supply  to  Thrapstoii  ;  tlie 
Brigstock  sclieme  is  now 
completed. 

(d)  Sewage  disposal  scbeme  at 

Ringstead  completed,  but 
house  connections  not  yet 
made  witli  sewers  ;  scheme 
required  for  Woodford  ; 
main  sewers  at  Stan  wick 
nearly  completed. 

(a)  High  general  and  infantile 
mortalities. 

(h)  Small  amount  of  notifiable 
zymotic  sickness,  though 
Measles  and  Influenza  pre¬ 
vailed. 

(r)  Disinfecting  Apparatus  has 
proved  satisfactory. 

(d)  Question  of  water  supply  for 
Lichborough  still  in  abey¬ 
ance. 


Wellingborough 

Rural. 


(а)  Fair  general,  but  high  in¬ 

fantile,  mortality. 

(б)  Considerable  prevalence  of 

Scarlet-fever. 

(c)  Sewage  disposal  scheme  at 

Irchester  completed,  at 
Isham  in  hand,  and  under 
consideration  for  JMears 
Ashby  and  Wilby. 

(d)  Water  supply  for  Wilby  in 

hand  ;  unsatisfactory  con¬ 
dition  of  supply  at  Irchester. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  1904. 


Table  I. 


Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the  Districts. 

^  .3 

CA  P  4^  ^ 

Nett  Deaths  at  all 

SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle  of  1 904. 

Under  I  year  of  age. 

At  all  Ages. 

,0  00 

Deaths  of 

Non-resident 

registered  ii 

Public 

Institutions 

the  District 

Deaths  of  Re 

dents  register 

in  Public  Insti 

tions  beyond  t 

Districts. 

Ages  belonging  to 

N  umber. 

Rate.* 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 
Registereti. 

N  umber. 

Rate.* 

S  S  0 

P  3  -5  2 

c  t5  s 

Eh  c  33 

hH 

Number. 

Rate.* 

A  rea  of 
Districts 
in  Acres. 

Total 

Population 
at  all 
Ages 

No.  of 
inhablterl 
Houses. 

Average 
No  of 
Persons 
per  House. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

URBAN 

BRACKLEY  (Borough) 

2,467 

53 

21-4 

5 

94-3 

43 

17-4 

16 

12 

31 

12-5 

3,489 

2,467 

548 

4  5 

DAVENTRY  (Borough) 

3,780 

75 

19-8 

7 

93-3 

69 

18-2 

19 

14 

5 

— 

60 

15-8 

3,633 

3,780 

869 

4-3 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  (Borough)... 

2,540 

61 

24  0 

4 

65-5 

22 

8-6 

2 

24 

9-4 

1,945 

2,540 

555 

4-5 

DESBOROUGH 

3,835 

106 

27-6 

13 

122-6 

48 

12-5 

48 

12-5 

2,400 

3,573 

748 

4-7 

FINEDON 

4,214 

113 

26-8 

21 

185-8 

56 

13-2 

56 

13-2 

3,661 

4,129 

853 

4-8 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH  . 

4,664 

137 

29-3 

11 

80-2 

56 

12-0 

1 

- i 

57 

12-2 

3,722 

4,314 

896 

4-8 

KETTERING 

30,000 

839 

27-9 

100 

119-1 

374 

12-4 

67 

30 

5 

349 

11-6 

2,814 

28,653 

5,659 

5  0 

OUNDLE 

2.404 

37 

15  3 

5 

135-1 

41 

17-0 

13 

10 

1 

32 

13-3 

2,228 

2,404 

512 

4-7 

RAUNDS 

4,376 

109 

24-9 

13 

119-2 

47 

10-7 

4 

51. 

11-6 

4,460 

3,811 

832 

4-5 

ROTHWELL 

4.940 

123 

24-8 

10 

81-3 

54 

10-9 

3 

1 

55 

111 

3,638 

4,193 

90-2 

4-6 

RUSHDEN 

13.713 

387 

28-2 

46 

118'8 

159 

11-5 

3 

162 

11-8 

3,777 

12,453 

2,492 

5-0 

\yELLlNGBOROUGH  ... 

20,180 

482 

23-8 

61 

126-5 

250 

12-3 

54 

'  25 

9 

234 

11-5 

4,265 

18,412 

3,873 

4-7 

Totals  and  Means  for  Combined 
URBAN  DISTRICTS 

97,113 

2,522 

25-96 

296 

117-36 

1,219 

12-55 

172 

40,032 

90,729 

18,739 

4-8 

RURAL 

BRACKLEY 

7,181 

157 

21-8 

22 

140-1 

103 

14-3 

103 

14-3 

42,440 

7,182 

1,818 

3-9 

HRIX  WORTH 

11,820 

271 

22-9 

34 

125-4 

191 

16-1 

14 

8 

4 

187 

15-8 

63,647 

11,829 

2,876 

4-1 

CRICK 

2,280 

53 

23-2 

3 

56-6 

39 

17-1 

4 

43 

18-8 

18,547 

2,284 

601 

3-8 

DAVENTRY 

13,425 

339 

25-2 

30 

88-4 

160 

11-9 

2 

162 

12*0 

- j 

60,877 

13,425 

3, -275 

4-0 

EASTON-ON-THE-HILL 

1,462 

31 

21-2 

4 

1-29-0 

19 

12-9 

8 

27 

18-4 

-  -  - 

6,.341 

1,462 

353 

4-1 

GRETTON 

1,525 

34 

22-2 

1 

29-4 

21 

13-7 

4 

25 

16-3 

12,310 

1,563 

372 

4-2 

HARDINGSTONE 

7,846 

162 

20-6 

24 

148-1 

119 

15-1 

13 

1 

4 

122 

15-5 

32,54-2 

7,846 

1,889 

4-1 

KETTERING 

12,500 

309 

24-7 

44 

142-3 

154 

12-3 

18 

172 

13-7 

49,337 

11,674 

2,623 

4-4 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY 

2,414 

70 

28  9 

11 

157-1 

40 

16-5 

40 

16-5 

13,888 

2,414 

6-26 

3-8 

NORTHAMPTON 

6.360 

144 

t26-9 

13 

90-2 

169 

26-4 

90 

88 

81 

tl5-l 

16,2-28 

6,420 

1,290 

t4-2 

OUNDLE 

6,388 

145 

22-6 

10 

68-9 

90 

14-0 

11 

101 

15-8 

58,677 

6,859 

1,727 

3-9 

OXENDON 

4,202 

79 

18-8 

12 

151-8 

68 

16-1 

11 

79 

18-8 

34,491 

4,202 

1,084 

3-8 

POTTERSPURY 

5,207 

135 

25-9 

12 

88-8 

82 

15-7 

10 

2 

84 

16-1 

19,914 

5,372 

1 ,282 

4-1 

THRAl’STON 

10,206 

252 

24-6 

28 

111-1 

151 

14-7 

14 

3 

3 

151 

14-7 

36,836 

10,348 

2,453 

4-2 

TOWC  ESTER 

10,389 

226 

21-7 

26 

115-0 

165 

15-8 

7 

3 

168 

16-1 

42,457 

10,7-20 

2,633 

4-0 

WELLINGBOROUGH  ... 

13,556 

336 

24-7 

44 

130-9 

174 

12-8 

6 

180 

13-2 

33,115 

13,156 

3,033 

4-3 

Totals  and  Means  for  Combined 
RURAL  DISTRICTS 

116,761 

2,743 

23-49 

318 

115-93 

1,745 

14-94 

148 

1 

541,647 

116,756 

_ 

27,935 

+4-1 

Totals  and  Means  for  ADMINIS¬ 
TRATIVE  COUNTY 

213,874 

5,265 

24-61 

614 

116-61 

2,964 

13-85 

320 

4-  Wl 

:33 

1 

2,931 

eluded  for 

13-70 

purposes  of 

i  581,679 

this  calculati 

207,485 

on. 

46,674 

+4-4 

»  Rates  ill  Columus  4,  8,  and  13,  calculated  per  1,00()  of  estimated  population. 

1  Asylum  situate  in  Northampton  Rural  District,  and  in  Northampton  County  1 
ided  in  Column  7  of  this  Table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year 

>  niimoer  in  Column  10,  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11.  ...  i  i  4.1  .. 

^\on-resi<lents  ”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there  ;  and  by  the  term 


subtraction  of  the  number  iii  Column  10,  and  the  ad'lition  of  the  numbe^^^^  n,ui  ,lvin,s  nnhlic  institutions  there  :  and  bv  the  term  “  Residents  ”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on 


‘■“Tlfe  “  .1"  tlK.^  l„tc,  wWch  pen.,,,,  „re  recol™,!  »„  «coc,n„t  et  or  „.cl,  teplW,.  .,,,1 
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CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1904 


Table  II 


URBAN  SANITARY 
DISTRICTS. 

Deaths  at 

Aged 
under  5 
or 

over  5. 

Deaths  from 

All 

Ages 

Under  1  year. 

1 

and 

under 

5 

5 

and 

undei 

15 

15 

and 

under 

25 

25 

and 

under 

65 

65 

and 

up¬ 

wards 

O 

Ah 

le 

a 

w 

0) 

c/3 

cC 

0) 

s 

u 

C3 

> 

<x> 

•4^ 

O) 

T- 

c3 

o 

CC 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diphtheria  and  Mem¬ 

branous  Croup. 

Cu 

3 

O 

u 

a 

Fever. 

Epidemic  Influenza. 

u 

q; 

'o 

O 

0) 

3 

tub 

E 

cfi 

8 

x: 

u 

ci 

P 

‘u 

<v 

S 

Puerperal  Fever. 

CO 

*55 

>> 

other  Septic  Diseases. 

C/5 

E 

Other  Tubercular 

Diseases. 

Cancer,  Malignant 

Disease. 

c/5 

5m 

'o 

O 

C2 

1 

a 

p 

a. 

*c 

q; 

s 

c/5 

(K  ^ 
0/  > 

s  ? 

c 

fc  t 

c 

> 

t-3 

1  ■^'3' 

1 

j  *C 

s.  ^ 

•3. 

1  X 

i  ^ 

l-H 

t 

> 

I’remuture  Hirtli. 

•UOIJIJIIJJIIJ  JO 

8}u.)pj,ioy  .y  s.istwsm 

K 

J 

4 

t 

< 

ai 

2 

X 

X 

7 

zs 

< 

X 

O 

< 

C/5 

3 

P- 

o 

•a 

03 

Other  continued. 

BR ACKLEY  (Borough) 

31 

5 

1 

2 

2 

8 

13 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

13 

6 

25 

DAVENTRY  (Borough) 

60 

7 

1 

4 

2 

17 

29 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

6 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

9 

1 

1 

2 

19 

8 

52 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  (Borough) 

24 

4 

4 

1 

6 

9 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

2 

1 

2 

- 1 

1 

- 1 

3 

r— 

1 

3 

11 

8 

16 

DESBOROUGH 

48 

13 

10 

6 

2 

5 

12 

Under  5 
5  ujjwds. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 

5 

1 

3 

2 

- - 1 

10 

12 

23 

25 

FINEDON 

56 

21 

7 

2 

3 

10 

13 

Under  5 
5  xipwds. 

4 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

2 

15 

11 

28 

28 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH 

57 

11 

1 1 

5 

1 

12 

17 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

3 

1 

5 

4 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

4 

i 

15 

22 

35 

KETTERING 

349 

99 

39 

13 

25 

103 

70 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

9 

2 

4 

1 

4 

2 

3 

15 

5 

1 

39 

5 

8 

14 

10 

14 

15 

12 

2 

24 

1 

34 

4 

4 

41 

76 

138 

211 

OUNDLE 

32 

5 

1 

1 

10 

15 

Under  5 
5  upAvds. 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

10 

5 

27 

RAUNDS 

51 

13 

2 

4 

1 

19 

12 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

2 

5 

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

T 

2 

— 1 

4 

1 

o 

17 

15 

36 

ROTH  WELL 

55 

10 

3 

2 

19 

21 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

2 

2 

5 

4 

1 

1 

- 1 

6 

1 

2 

10 

21 

13 

42 

RUSHDEN 

162 

46 

26 

9 

12 

39 

30 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

3 

3 

7 

1 

1 

6 

8 

1 

13 

4 

10 

14 

9 

4 

2 

— f 

10 

2 

15 

3 

1 

3 

_ I 

17 

24 

72 

90 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

234 

58 

10 

9 

9 

71 

77 

Under  5 
5  upAvds. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

13 

1 

9 

1 

1 

23 

4 

18 

5 

11 

5 

7 

8 

23 

5 

o.-) 

73 

68 

166 

Totals 

1,159 

292 

114 

55 

61 

319 

318 

Under  5 
5  upAvds. 

10 

8 

7 

19 

2 

5 

3 

1 

10 

1 

9 

41 

2 

23 

2 

1 

2 

1 

106 

25 

22 

67 

35 

40 

34 

23 

3 

1 

6 

2 

2 

59 

4 

110 

9 

18 

10 

134 

302 

406 

753 

Note.— So  far  a.s  the  information  is  obtainable,  all  deaths  of  “  Residents”  occurring  in  public  institutions,  either  ^vithin  or  without  the  districts,  including  Berry  Wood  Asylum,  are  included  in  this  table, 

and  deaths  of  “  Non-Residents  ”  occurring  in  public  institutions  in  the  districts  are  excluded. 

See  Note  on  Table  I.  as  to  meaning  of  “Residents”  and  “Non-Residents.” 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1904 


Table  II. 


RURAL  SANITARY 
DISTRICTS. 

Deaths  at 

Aged 
under  5 
or 

over  5. 

Deaths  from 

All 

Ages 

1 

5 

and 

uudei 

15 

15 

and 

under 

25 

25 

and 

under 

65 

65 
and 
up- 
wai  ds 

X 

o 

a 

02 

c/j 

ce 

z> 

Diphtheria  and  Mem¬ 

branous  Croup. 

O 

u 

O 

Fever. 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza. 

0) 

"o 

rSi 

o 

t 

1 

i 

1 

<v 

3 

E 

i 

“P 

p 

1 

Other  Septic  Diseases. 

•A 

s 

Other  Tubercular 

Diseases. 

1 

s 

C/* 

'/> 

s.i 

S'" 

4^ 

•  f^ 

o 

a 

o 

CQ 

d 

d 

a 

E 

1  i 

Alcoholism. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver. 

1 

"i 

p 

h 

o 

s 

> 

- - -  1 

Premature  Birth.  j 

%  ir 
'/  ^ 

i'S 

P 

X 

% 

s 

7. 

X 

7. 

< 

7t 

Z 

X 

r 

U 

■/. 

k 

C 

< 

1 

V 

1 

and 

under 

5 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping  Cough 

CO 

3 

o 

’u 

a; 

a 

Other  continued.  ] 

r/3 

a; 

Puerpetal  Fever. 

1 

>1 

'C 

p 

1  <*-■  ^ 
a  t. 

1  i/,  O 

SI 

P.i: 

o 

BRACKLEY 

103 

22 

.5 

1 - - 

3 

3 

20 

50 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

2 

1 

# 

1 

3 

2 

5 

r 

2 

5 

3 

8 

2 

1 

4 

11 

1 

3 

10 

.38 

27 

76 

BRIXWDRTH 

187 

34 

14 

4 

6 

48 

81 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

6 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

7 

1 

1 

17 

1 

3 

6 

4 

15 

7 

3 

1 

1 

4 

2 

31 

3 

2 

10 

51 

48 

139 

CRICK 

;  43 

.3 

2 

15 

23 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

2 

1 

7 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 

21 

— 

3 

40 

DAVENTRY 

1  162 

30 

6 

8 

2 

43 

73 

U  nder  5 
5  upwds. 

2 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

3 

1 

13 

4 

11 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

4 

2 

8 

1 

6 

2 

10 

63 

36 

126 

EASTON-ON -THE- HILL 

27 

4 

1 

1 

6 

— 

15 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

4 

13 

5 

22 

GRETTON 

25 

1 

4 

20 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

4 

14 

1 

24 

HARDINGSTONE  .. 

122 

•24 

9 

5 

3 

28 

53 

U  nder  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

7 

2 

1 

10 

— 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

6 

19 

2 

2 

■  ^  ■ 

12 

40 

33 

89 

KETTERING 

172 

4.) 

8 

4 

9 

48 

58 

— 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

10 

4 

5 

6 

8 

4 

3 

2 

10 

25 

3 

3 

1 

24 

52 

53 

119 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY 

40 

11 

1 

1 

15 

12 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

J 

16 

12 

28 

tNORTHAMFTON  ... 

81 

13 

8 

3 

26 

27 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

7 

3 

5 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

■ 

2 

2 

6 

25 

21 

60 

OUNDLE 

101 

10 

— 

2 

j 

2 

— 

4 

18 

65 

_ 

Under  5 
5  upM’ds, 

1 

1 

1 

3 

: 

2 

4 

9 

2 

/ 

2 

2 

2 

12 

4 

6 

48 

12 

89 

OXENDON 

79 

12 

3 

2 

1 

20 

41 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

2 

3 

1 

i 

3 

9 

1 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 

1 

2 

6 

25 

15 

64 

POTTERS BURY 

84 

12 

6 

4 

9 

22 

31 

U  nder  5 

5  upwds. 

2 

4 

1 

9 

1 

7 

1 

5 

3 

9 

4 

1 

8 

29 

18 

66 

THRAPSTON 

151 

28 

5 

6 

9 

25 

78 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

1 

1 

1 

. 

1 

10 

3 

10 

5 

5 

6 

3 

3 

7 

1 

24 

2 

3 

4 

9 

52 

33 

118 

TOWCESTER 

168 

26 

9 

3 

6 

46 

78 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

2 

2 

] 

1 

10 

1 

3 

9 

4 

5 

3 

7 

1 

1 

3 

1 

27 

1 

1 

2 

23 

62 

35 

133 

WELLINGBOROUGH  ..., 

180 

44 

6 

7 

7  I 

48 

68 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

2 

1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1  i 

1 

1 

8 

4 

1 

10 

9 

16 

4 

3 

4 

7 

1 

3 

20 

O 

O 

4 

3 

13 

48 

50 

130 

Total.s 

1,725 

319 

rxf  f  1 

83 

54 

1 

64 

432 

773 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

11 

3 

7 

7 

19 

5 

6 

5 

1 

8 

1 

13 

13 

1 

19 

4 

1 

7 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

97 

12 

23 

1 

111 

43 

96 

40 

36 

4 

2 

3 

20 

1 

51 

5 

8 

222 

12 

38 

20 

150 

392 

402 

1,323 

>iOTE. — So  far  as  the  information  is  obtainable,  all  deaths  of  “  Residents”  occurring  in  public  institutions,  either  within  or  without  the  districts,  including  Berry  Wood  Asylum  are  included  in  this  table 

and  deaths  of  “  Non-Residents  ”  occurring  in  public  institutions  in  the  districts  are  excluded.  "  ' 

See  Note  on  Table  I.  as  to  meaning  of  “  Residents”  and  “Non-Residents.  ’ 


Table  Ila. 


TABLE  Showing  the  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Administrative  County  of  Northampton,  which  occurred  in  Berry  Wood  Asylum 
during  the  year  1904.  These  have  been  allocated  on  Tables  II.  to  the  several  Districts  to  which  they  belonged,  and  are  also 
included  in  the  Nett  deaths  in  column  12  of  Table  I. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1904. 


Table  III. 


Ages  of  Cases  notified. 


Numbek  and  Class  of  Cases  notified. 


URBAN  SANITARY 
DISTRICTS. 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

1 

1 

to 

5 

5 

to 

15 

15 

to 

25 

25 

to 

65 

65  and 
up¬ 
ward.?. 

1  Small  Pox. 

1  .  . 

Oliolera. 

j  Diphtheria. 

i 

Membranous  Croup. 

^  Erysipelas. 

L. 

1  Scarlet  Fever. 

I  Typlms  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Plague. 

Chicken  Pox. 

< 

Eh 

O 

H 

Small  Pox. 

Cholera. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

> 

£ 

C 

> 

£ 

c. 

u 

i 

¥ 

e- 

Totai.s. 

♦BRACKLEY  (Borough) 

10 

3 

5 

2 

10 

DAVENTRY  (Borough) 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

- , 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  (Borough). 

8 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

8 

— 

— 

DES  BORO  UGH 

43 

10 

26 

5 

2 

1 

35 

r- 

/ 

43 

FINEDON 

45 

4 

19 

19 

3 

7 

38 

1 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH 

183 

45 

106 

20 

12 

1 

176 

6 

183 

KETTERING 

177 

2 

47 

79 

21 

27 

1 

10 

1 

43 

112 

11 

■ 

177 

3 

1 

78 

6 

- f 

88 

OUNDLE 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

I 

2 

4 

t 

- 1 

■  RAUNDS 

11 

1 

5 

1 

2 

2 

4 

6 

1 

11 

— 

ROTHWELL 

16 

3 

11 

1 

1 

1 

15 

16 

1 

- 4 

RUSHDEN 

183 

7 

32 

99 

19 

21 

5 

6 

21 

151 

5 

183 

■  1 

- r 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

96 

15 

17 

24 

34 

6 

6 

42 

24 

22 

2 

96 

2 

10 

- ( 

12 

Totals 

779 

13 

172 

353 

112 

107 

12 

23 

1 

120 

540 

90 

5 

779 

3 

1 

80 

16 

100 

Number  and  Class  of  Cases  removed  to  Hospital. 


*  Ages  not  given 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1904.  Table  III. 


RURAL  S.AXITARY 
DISTRICTS. 

Agks  of  Cases  notified. 

Xu.MiJEK  AND  Class  of  Cases  notified. 

Nu.mber  and  Class  of  Casks  re.moved  to  Ho.spital. 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

1 

1 

to 

5 

5 

to 

lo 

15 

to 

25 

25 

to 

65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Small  Pox. 

Cholera. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

.Scarlet  Fever. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Plague. 

Chicken  Pox. 

Totals. 

Small  Pox. 

Cholera. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

c 

o 

a> 

a 

Plague. 

Totals. 

HR ACKLEY 

25 

1 

o 

O 

14 

o 

5 

6 

19 

25 

HRIXWOR'rH 

151 

5 

37 

63 

15 

28 

3 

11 

3 

29 

101 

6 

1 

151 

CHICK 

1 

1 

1 

1 

DAYEXTRY 

65 

o 

13 

31 

t 

11 

1 

3 

14 

46 

1 

1 

65 

E  A  STOX-OX  -T  H  E-  H I L  L 

1 

1 

1 

1 

GRETTOX 

8 

L 

5 

2  1 

8 

8 

*HARDIXGSTOXE 

80 

1 

7 

9 

71 

1 

1 

90 

57 

57 

KETTERIXG 

56 

14 

20 

5 

16 

1 

12 

10 

26 

4 

4 

56 

11 

16 

4 

31 

fMIDDLETOX  CHEXEY 

5 

f. 

1 

2 

5 

5 

*XORTHAMI*TOX 

103 

_ 

3 

1 

6 

83 

9 

1 

103 

*1 

1 

OUXDLE 

47 

1 

13 

22 

5 

5 

1 

5 

42 

47 

1 

1 

OXEXDOX 

8 

4 

4 

2 

3 

3 

8 

*P(rrTERSPL  RY 

42 

2 

8 

31 

1 

42 

THRAPSTOX 

16 

1 

8  1  2 

1 

4 

4 

10 

2 

16 

TO  WC  ESTER 

22 

2 

1 

7  6 

6 

1 

2 

2 

13 

5 

22 

WELLIXGBOHOUGH 

179 

2 

34 

86  28 

27 

2 

6 

30 

128 

13 

2 

179 

1 

Totals 

819 

11 

117 

262 

72 

102 

18 

42 

11 

127 

587 

42 

10 

819 

11 

76 

4 

91 

*  Ages  not  given, 
t  Ages  of  two  cases  not  known. 


+ 

+ 


Hardingstone  Hospital. 
Northampton  Hospital. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 


DISTRICT. 

Number  of  Inspections. 

Number  of  Written  Notices. 

Factories 
f  including 
Factory 
Laundries). 

Workshops 

(including 

W  orkshop 
Laundries). 

Workplaces. 

Homeworker’s 

1  'remises. 

Factories 

(including 

Factory 

Laundries). 

Workshops 

(including 

Workshop 

Laundries). 

Workplaces. 

1 

‘  H  omeworker’s 
Premises. 

URBAN 

HRACKLEY  (Borough) 

15 

1 

DAVENTRY  (Borough) 

32 

6 

12 

• 

HIGHAM  ^FERRERS  (Borough)... 

2 

— 

DESBOROUGH 

•22 

10 

40 

• 

FINEDON 

27 

20 

276 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH 

20 

24 

10 

26 

KETTERING 

30 

60 

2 

OUNDLE 

15 

RAUNDS 

75 

17 

65 

.  2 

1 

ROTHWELL 

11 

RUSHDEN 

11‘2 

48 

208 

449 

WELLINGBOROUGH  .. 

300 

12 

10 

8 

4 

Combined  URBAN  DISTRICTS 

299 

541 

,  236 

878 

2 

11 

4 

RURAL 

BRACKLEY 

2 

BRIX  WORTH 

4 

32 

about  500 

28 

CRICK 

46 

*13 

DAVEN'I’RY 

6 

EASTON-ON-THE-HILL 

28 

GRETTON 

4 

11 

12 

HARDINGSTONE 

3 

55 

KETTERING 

10 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY 

NORTHAMPTON 

12 

100 

1 

57 

1  1 

OUNDLE 

52 

12 

OXEN DON 

31 

POTTERSPURY 

1 

THRAPSTON 

4 

35 

10 

TOWCESTER 

56 

16 

WELLINGBOROUGH  ... 

30 

32 

30 

97 

1 

I 

Combined  RURAL  DISTRICTS 

77 

455 

55 

654 

70 

1 

28 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY 

376 

996 

291 

1,532 

2 

81 

5 

28 

*  Including  formal  notices  to  cleanse  and  limewash  bakehouses. 


The  only  prosecution  in  connection  with  the  above,  was  as  regards  a  Workshop  in  the  Towcester  Rural  District. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3, 
7,  and  8,  of  the  Factory  Act,  as  remediable  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  Districts  in  ivhich  certain  defects  ivere  found:  — 


DISTRICT. 

Want  of 
Cleanliness. 

Want  of 
Ventilation. 

Over¬ 

crowding. 

Want  of 
Drainasre 
of  Floors 

other 

N  uisances. 

URBAN 

HIGH  AM  FERRERS  (IIorough) 

2 

1 

DESBOROUGH 

1 

6 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH 

3 

1 

1 

KETTERING 

17 

1 

27 

ROTH  WELL 

3 

5 

RUSHDEN 

6 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

9 

3 

— 

Combined  URBAN  DISTRICTS.. 

38 

4 

2 

3 

39 

RURAL:- 

BRIXWORTH 

28 

1 

CRICK 

*13 

GRETTON 

1 

2 

OUNDLE 

1 

_ 

THRAPSTON 

3 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

16 

9 

Combined  RURAL  DISTRICTS  ... 

58 

1 

3 

1 

11 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY 

i 

96 

5 

5 

4 

50 

*  These  include  formal  notices  to  cleanse  and  liinewasli  bakehouses. 

All  of  the  above,  with  one  exception,  were  remedied,  and  in  no  case  was  any  matter 
referred  to  H.M.  Inspector,  nor  was  there  any  prosecution. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT.  2. 


The  folloicing  Table  shoivs  the  only  Districts  which  make  reference  to 

Sanitary  Accommodations  :  — 


DISTRICT. 

Insufficient. 

Unsuitable 

or 

defective 

Not 

separate  for 
Sexes. 

URBAN 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH 

2 

3 

KETTERING 

24 

1 

RAUNDS 

3 

ROTHWELL 

3 

WELLIN  GBOROUG  H 

3 

1 

Combined  URBAN  DISTRICTS  ... 

5 

33 

2 

RURAL:- 

KETTERING 

1 

1 

NORTHAMPTON  ... 

58 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

5 

Combined  RURAL  DISTRICTS  ... 

58 

6 

1 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  ... 

63 

39 

3 

The  whole  of  the  above  defects,  with  four  exceptions,  were  remedied,  and 

two  of  these  were  in  hand. 


The  folloimng  Districts  have  not  yet  adopted  Section  22  of  the  Public 


Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  : — 


Einedon  Urban 

- - - , - -  V 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural 

Oundle  ,, 

Oundle  ,, 

Rothw’ell  ,, 

Oxendon  ,, 

Brackley  Rural 

Potterspury  ,, 

Crick  ,, 

Th  raps  ton  ,, 

Easton-on -the- Hill  Rural 

Towcester  ,, 

G  retton  , , 

Wellingborough  , , 

MATTERS  NOTIFIED  TO  H.M.  INSPECTORS  OF 

FACTORIES 


3. 


FACTORY 


AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  Districts  in  which  certain  offences  were  discovered:  — 


DISTRICT. 

Offences  undek  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

Illegal  occupa¬ 
tion  of 
underground 
bakehouse 
(S.  101). 

Breach  of 
special  sanitary 
requirements 
for  bakehouses. 
fSS.  97  to  100). 

Failure  as 
regards 
lists  of 
outworkers 
(S.  107). 

Giving  out  work  to  be  done 
in  premises  which  are 

A  llowing 
wearing  apparel 
to  be  made  in 
premises  infected 
by  Scarlet  Fever 
or  Smallpox 
(S.  109). 

Other 

offences. 

unwholesome 
fS.  108). 

infected 
(S.  110). 

URBAN 

DESBOROUGH 

8 

1 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH 

1 

RUSHDEN 

3 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

1 

Combined  URBAN  DISTRICTS... 

3 

1 

9 

1 

RURAL:- 

NORTHAMPTON 

1 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

3 

2 

1 

Combined  RURAL  DISTRICTS... 

3 

2 

1 

1 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  ... 

6 

2 

2 

9 

1 

1 

1 

All  of  the  above  offences  were  discontinued,  no  case  was  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector,  and  the  only  prosecutions  which 
took  place  were  in  respect  to  “  failure  as  regards  lists  of  outworkers  (S.  107)’’  in  the 

Wellingborough  Rural  District. 


DISTRICT 

NU.\fBER. 

Failure  to  affix 
Abstract  of  the 
Factory  and 
Workshop  Act 
(S.  133). 

Action  taken  in  matters  re¬ 
ferred  by  H.M.  In-spectors  m 
remediable  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  but  not  under 
the  Factory  Act  { S.  5). 

i  Reports 

Notified  by  (of  action  taken) 
H.M.  Inspector.  1  sent  to 

1  H.M.  Inspectors 

URBAN :— 

WELLINGBOROUGH. . 

6 

2  2 

RURAL :— 

WELLINGBOROUGH. . 

*3 

*  Remedied. 


UNDERGROUND  BAKEHOUSES  (S.  107):— 


NUMBER. 

DISTRICT 

In  use 
durinc 
1903 

Certificates  granted 

in  1903.  i  in  1904. 

1 

In  use  at 
the  end  of 
1904. 

URBAN :— 

KETTERING 

1 

1 

I 

AVELLINGBOROUGH. . 

1 

o 

3 

RURAL :- 

POTTERSPURY 

1 

1 

1 

1 

The  only  underground  bakehouse  at  Thrapston  has  now  l>een  done 

away  with. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT.  4. 

LISTS  OF  OUTWORKERS  (S.  107):- 


DIS  I  RK^T. 

Number  of  lists  received. 

Number  of  A ddre.sses. 

Notices  prohibiting 
homework  in  unwhole¬ 
some  premises  (8.  108). 

Oases  of  infectious 
disease  notifle<l  in 
homeworker’s  premises. 

Onlers  prohibiting 
homework  in  infected 
premises  (S.  110). 

1 

1  Total  number 
of  workshops 

1  on  Register. 

N  umber  of 
lists. 

Number  of 
outworkers. 

Forwarded  to 
other 

Authorities. 

Received  from 
otlier 

Authorities. 

Wearing 

Apparel. 

other. 

A 

earing 

pparel. 

1 

other. 

Wearing 

Apparel. 

other. 

URBAN 

BRACKLEY  (Borough) 

- 

1 

4- - 

15 

DAVENTRY  (Borough) 

1 

1 

*25 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  (Borough)... 

! 

Not  stated 

DES  BOROUGH 

18 

356 

4 

8 

8 

8 

FINEDON 

14 

69 

4 

10 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH  . 

18 

175 

4 

1 

• 

6 

1 

■■-22 

KETTERIN(i 

16 

280 

16 

;i07 

OUNDLE 

15 

RAUNDS 

^  .  _ i _ 

ROTHVVELL 

10 

159 

1 

26 

RUSHDEN 

40 

618 

8 

6 

6 

241 

WELLINGBOROUGH  .. 

"^28 

*277 

*4 

*5 

1 

- 

160 

Combined  URBAN  DISTRICTS 

144 

1,934 

16 

30 

8 

20 

9 

856 

RURAL:- 

BRACKLEY 

2 

BRIX  WORTH 

8 

20 

20 

-Nil 

CRICK 

_ 23 _ 

DAVEN'IRY 

7 

72 

1 

6 - 

EASTON-ON-THE-HILL 

Not  stated 

GRETTON 

1 

28 

2 

1 

HARDINGSTONE 

10 

92 

Not  stated 

KETTERING 

9 

103 

25 

9 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY 

i 

Nil 

NORTHAMPTON 

Not  stated 

OUNDLE 

26 

OXENDON 

4 

31 

31 

— 

- 13 - 

POTTERSPURY 

_ 3  ^ 

THRAPSTON 

4 

58 

2 

2 

— 

- 135^ 

TOWCESTER 

5 

16 

- 4 

56 

WELLINGBOROUGH  ... 

36 

1,167 

5 

3 

-L - 

_ 

Ifi 

Combined  RURAL  DISTRICTS 

79 

1,587 

5 

84 

.4 _ 

_ 

2afi 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY 

223 

3,521 

21 

114 

8 

24 

15 

1,152 

*  For  the  Half-year. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT.  5. 

The  Tables  for  the  following  Districts  give  particulars  showing  the  Important  and  other  classes  of  Workshops  in  their  respective 

areas;  these  are  enumerated  below. 


mSTKIOT. 

Number  axu  Class  of  Workshiu 

> 

Bakehouses. 

Retail 

Bakehouse 

Workshops. 

Curriers 

1 

Boot  and 
.‘^hoe 
Trail  e. 

Clothhig 
and  Shoe 
Trades. 

X)r6ssiiiRkiii£ 

and 

Tailoring. 

Tailoring. 

Basket 

Maker. 

1  Iron  Works. 

I 

Bicycle 

1  W  orks. 

Motor  and 
Bicycle 
Works. 

Miscel¬ 

laneous. 

URBAN 

DAVENTRY  (BOROUdH). 

6 

I 

1 

1 

19 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH  . 

7 

12 

3 

KETTERING . 

28 

1 92 

87 

RAUNDS . 

•> 

3 

1 

1 

ROTHWEI.L  . 

9 

. 

11 

G 

Combined  URBAN  DISTRICTS 

50 

2 

218 

3 

1 

1 

112 

RURAL:- 

CRICK  . 

- 

6 

1 

17 

GBETTON  . 

6 

1 

1 

KETTERING . 

Number 
not  stated. 

OXENDON . 

13 

t 

' 

POTTERSPURY  . 

1 

1 

1 

Combined  RURAL  DISTRICTS 

12 

13 

1  ! 

1 

1 

18 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY... 

62 

13 

2 

218 

■  1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

130 

.•Ai 
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